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PREFATORY NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


In view of the fact that the Central Provinces did 
not and even now do not possess any library worth the 
name, this book was written at the instance of Mr. 
(now Sir) Ernest Low and Dr. Vogel for 
facilitating the use of inscriptions in writing historical 
papers by noting the contents of each record and by 
quoting references to the journals or books in which they 
were published from time to time. It met the highest 
approval of the Director General of Archeology in 
India, who expressed a hope that it would (( lead to 
others on the same model in other provinces n (a wish 
which was soon after fulfilled). This was about 15 years 
ago, when the Nagpur University was not founded. 
Since then more than 70 records have been found, and 
it was desirable to include them in this collection and 
bring it up to date, especially as the book has been 
prescribed as a part of the M. A. course in the University 
referred to above. For the facility of students, some 
plates showing the various kinds of characters used in 
inscriptions of this province and a note on coins locally 
found have been added. The map has been improved 
on the lines kindly suggested by Mr. C. E. A. W. 
Oldham, C.s.l,, to whom my acknowledgments are 
due. As I said in my prefatory note to the first edition, 
I have endeavoured to put in all important matter contained 
in or relating to an inscription which a general reader 
would care for, and I have devided the matter again into 
two parts, u Important *’ and “ Unimportant, in order to 
save the reader from wading through the whole book, 
Although Dr. Barnett questioned the propriety of this 
division (the reasons for which I fully appreciate) another 
scholar the late Dr. Vincent Smith declared it to be 
sound. I have therefore allowed the arrangement to 
remain as before. 

I have to thank Sir Arthur Nelson for reading over 
the final proofs of the Introduction. 


H t L. 



INTRODUCTION, 


The only reliable ^history which can be constructed 
for the Central Provinces and Berar 

Inscriptions.~T h e 0 f th e period preceding the Bhonsla 
source of early history. , . . ^ ^ , 

rule in the Central Provinces and that 

of the Brahmanis in Berar is from inscriptions. Most 
of these came to light only in the beginning of this century, 
that is, about three decades ago, when the preparation 
of District Gazetteers of this province was for the first 
time taken in hand, It is somewhat curious that in spite 
of some powerful dynasties holding sway in parts of the 
Central Provinces for centuries together, they had been so 
forgotten as to have left no traditions behind. For instance, 
the Kalachuris of Chedi, who had their capital at Tripuri 
(the present Tewar, six miles from Jubbulpore) and ruled 
over that country for not less than 300 years, were 
not known at all to the local people. No one had 
heard of the name Kalachuri or Chedi, and all the 
Terrains of this great and ancient kingdom were 
assigned to the Chandellas, who occupied part of the 
Jubbulpore district when the Kalachuris had become 
extinct. It is through lithic and copper-plate records 
that some light has been recently thrown on the ancient 
history of this province, showing that it has not only been 
a u water-shed of castes ”, as Sir Edward Gait 
once put it, but also one of kingdoms. It is doubtful 
whether this province, as at present constituted, was 
ever under one kingdom before the English rule. It is 
true that Akbar parcelled out the Province in Subas and 
Sarkars, but he had never more than a nominal and 
imaginary sovereignty over the local chiefs, and he 
apparently regarded them as beneath his consideration. Of 
the same type perhaps was the sovereignty of Asoka 
one of whose edicts is inscribed on a rock in the Jubbul- 
pore district. 


11 


The inscriptions hitherto found show that about 

30 dynasties have at one time or 
Pali Inscriptions and , . . 

n . xl another or in simultaneous groups 

Buddhism in the 0 r 

Central Provinces, ruled portions of the Central Prov- 

inces from the time of the Great Asoka 
to the present day, that is to say, within the last 
2,300 years. Although the Pali records found in this 
Province are few, there are numerous remains of 
Buddhist ruins spread over the province, the most 
notable being the Rupnath Rock Edict in the Jubbulpore 
district, the Cave Dagaba at Bhandak in the Chanda 
district, the Nunnery at Turturiya in the Raipur district, 
the Cave Theatres at Ramgadh in the Sarguja State, 
the Nagarjuna Cave at Ramtek in the Nagpur 
district, the Damaudahra pool in the Sakti State 
and possibly the Rock-cut Temples of Pachmarhi in 
the Hoshangabad district. It will thus be seen that 
Buddhism was not confined to any particular portion, but 
was spread over the centre and all the four corners of 
the province, which is rightly or wrongly regarded as the 
home of the aborigines, That this wild country should have 
produced one of the greatest philosophers of Buddhism 
in the early centuries of the Christian era is, however, 
a matter of no little pride to the people of the province. 
It was in Berar, the old Vidarbha, where Nagarjuna, the 
founder of the Madhyamika philosophy, was born. 1 He 
appears in literature as a man of remarkable genius, as 
an almost universal scholar, a profound philosopher, a poet 
and author of great literary abilities His fame was not 
confined to India, but spread to foreign countries, and in 
that remote period his books were translated into 
Chinese. It is fair to conclude that the prosperity of 
Buddhism in the province was due to the Mauryan domina- 
tion and to the acceptance of that religion by the local 
chiefs. The celebrated Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang 


1 Watters* Y uan Chwang, Volume II, page 203. 



Ill 


(Hiuexi Tsiang) visited this province in the 7th century 
A.D. and found a Kshatriya king, but Buddhist in 
religion, ruling over Mahakosala, of which Bhandak (old 
Bhadravati) was then the capital. 1 An inscription 2 found 
in Bhandak confirms the existence of a line of Buddhist 
kings ruling there. 


At this time of the Chinese pilgrim’s visit, the 


First period of C. P. 
Early History, 

250 b.c. — 650 A.D, 


Mauryan dynasty had, of course, 
disappeared, having been displaced 
by others in a somewhat quick succes- 
sion. These were the Sungas and 


Andhras who have left no mark or record of their rule 


in this province. The Imperial Guptas followed them, 
and the greatest Emperor of that dynasty, like that of the 
Mauryan one, has left a record which has now been 
removed to the Indian Museum, Calcutta, from its original 
place at Eran. The record 3 belongs to the middle of the 
4th century A. D. Samudragupta, the Indian Napoleon 
as Dr. Vincent Smith 4 calls him, seems to have passed 
on to the south on his mission of 'conquest via Saugor, 
Jubbulpore and Chhattisgarh, leaving the Buddhist kings 
of the Chanda district undisturbed. In the course of his 


march he apparently made the conquered local chiefs 
his feudatories. The dynasty ruling at Eran does not 
appear to have borne a special name. At any rate 
it has not been transmitted. The Jubbulpore kings 
were known as the Parivrajaka (mendicant) Maharajas, 
and those of Chhattisgarh as Rajarshi-tulyakula (kingly 
saint) princes. All of these have left a number of stone 
or copper-plate records, dated in the Gupta era, corre- 
sponding to the 5th, 6th and 7th centuries of the Christian 
calendar. In the 5th century we have also records 


1 Indian Antiquary , July X908) page 208, footnote 19, 

3 See No. 14, page 13. 

3 See No. 79, page 47. 

* Early History of India, 3rd Edition, page 289, 
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of a line of kings known as Uchcbakalpa Maharajas, 
who were apparently ruling at the modern Uchahra ; 
situated just on the borders of the Jubbulpore district. 
A portion of the northern part of that district is believed 
to have been in their possession. They seem to have 
been feudatories of the Kalachuris before the latter’s 
advent to this province. They do not seem to have 
been affected by Samudragupta's “ kingdom-taking ” 
conquest. At Eran we have also a record of the short- 
lived rule of Toramana, 1 the powerful Huna king from 
Central Asia, who penetrated so far south to Central 
India. While these changes had taken place in the 
north, the Vakatakas had established themselves in 
Berar and had spread their power even beyond its 
limits. Thus between the 3rd century B. C. when the 
Great Asoka was ruling, and the 7th century A. D. when 
the Province was visited by the Chinese pilgrim, we 
find stone and copper-plate inscriptions referring to the 
Maurya, Early Gupta, Huna, Parivrajaka, Rishitulyakula, 
Vakataka, Uchchakalpa, and what may be called the 
Airakina (Eran) dynasties, of which the first three were 
imperial and the rest local, owning allegiance to some 
paramount sovereign. 


Inscriptional material is more abundant in the second 


Second period, 
650—1250 A.D. 


historical period of this province 
covering about six centuries between 
the visit of the Chinese traveller and 


the ascendancy of the Gonds, the true aborigines of the 
country, who cared little for letters and seldom indulged in 
ratifying grants or proclaiming their greatness through the 
medium of writing. To them their word was charter, and 
the recital of panegyrics by their tribal bards and their 
transmission to posterity from mouth to mouth were a 
more satisfactory way of keeping alive their fame than 


1 S§§ No, 8j, page 48. 
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carving on stone or metal. During this second period 
of the provincial history, about 13 dynasties held 
sway independently or otherwise, simultaneously or in 
succession, according to the rise and fall of their fortunes. 
The most po werful of these appear to have been the 
Kalachuris of Tripuri (Tevvar) in the Jubbulpore district, a 
branch whereof settled at Tummana, and later on at 
Ratanpur in the Bilaspur district. With their extinction 
ended the Rajput rule of this province. The Kalachuris 
were an ancient Rajput tribe descended from the Haihayas 
of Mandhata in the Nimar District. They established their 
own era so far back as 248 A. D., that is to say, even prior 
to the Imperial Guptas who began theirs in 320 A. D.; 
but the former seem to have come to Jubbulpore about 
the 8th or 9th Century. 

Once the Kalachuris came in, they stayed, and 
making Tripuri (Tewar) their capital, they extended their 
dominions far and wide, bringing under their sway the 
country in the north up to Benares, overrunning Bengal 
and Orissa in the east, penetrating south to the limits of 
the Karnatak and raiding up to Gujarat in the west. 

It does not, however, appear that they gained any 
permanent footing beyond Baghelkhand and Bilaspur 

district in the east, the Godavari in the south, and 
Narsinghpur, Seoni, Nagpur and Chanda in the west. 

The Kalachuris of this province were divided into two 
main branches, one having its capital at Tripuri, and the 
other at Tummana, which was changed for Ratanpur 

later on. . The Ratanpur family subsequently split into 
two branches, the second branch fixing its capital at 
Khalari, and later on at Raipur, both in the Raipur district. 
The largest number of inscriptions (47) in the Province 
belong to the Kalachuris, the dated ones ranging between 
1114 and 1735 A. D. 

Next in importance were the Rashtrakutas of 
Malkhed, 1 who apparently took the place of the Vakatakas 
» In the Nizam's Dominions (N. lat, i^io' ; E. long. 77°I3). 
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j n Berar and occupied also Betul, Chhindwara, Wardha 
and Nagpur districts, it was really the Western 
Chalukyas who ousted the Vakatakas, but they left no 
record of the occupation of Berar, as the Rashtrakutas 
apparently gave them no time to do it. The Chalukyas, 
however, regained their ascendancy at the end of the 
ioth Century, and left at least one record 1 dated in 
1076 A. D., which shows that their dominion extended up 
to Nagpur. Even the second conquest of the Chalukyas 
was not without vicissitudes. The Paranraras of Malwa 
overran Berar, though they retained it only for a short 
period. An inscription 2 of the Paramara king, dated 
1085 A. D., has been found at Nagpur. 

By the end of the nth Century the Rashtrakutas, 
Chalukyas and Paramaras vanished from Berar, and 
the Yadavas of Deogiri (Daulatabad) took their place. 
Of this dynasty we have four or five inscriptions, one of 
which is dated in 1177 A. D., and apparently belongs to 
a local section of the Yadava family who settled at Barsi 
Takali (in the Akola district) and made it their capital. 
They apparently got Takali as an appanage. The second 
record 3 belongs to the most illustrious king of that 
line, vzx., the Maharaja Pratapa Chakravartin 
Singhanadeva* It is dated in 12 11 A. D. Others belong 
*0 his ancestors or descendants. 

Soon after the visit of the Chinese pilgrim to Bhandak, 
that is, about the beginning of the 8th Century, it appears 
that the capital of Mahakosala was shifted to Sripura 
(now Sirpur), on the Mahanadi, in the Raipur district. 
With the decline of Buddhism, it appears that the 
descendants of the Bhandak kings reverted to their old 


1 See No. 2, page 2. 

* See No. I, page 1. 

See No. 259, page 153. 



religion and became followers of the Sivite Sect. They 
prospered in the gth and 10th Centuries and held sway over 
the major portion of Chhattisgarh, when they were subdued 
by the Sarabhapura kings, and finally by the Kalachuris 
or Haihayas of Ratanpur. The Sirpur kings are known 
as the later Guptas, and, although they had to flee from 
Sirpur, they established themselves at Vinitapura (Ginka 
on the Mahanadi in the Sonpur State), and once more 
prospered and held the greater part of Orissa and 
Telingana, though they could not regain the portion lost 
to the Kalachuris. The later Guptas have also left several 
inscriptions in Chhattisgarh. 

About the time the Guptas reigned at Sirpur, 
a line of kings known as Sailavam&is were ruling the 
Vindhyan tracts, with their capital somewhere near Nagar- 
dhan in the Nagpur district. From the Ragholi plates, 
discovered by Mr. (now Sir Ernest) Low, C.I.E., it appears 
that they were powerful kings and had gained victories 
over the kings of Gujarat, Benaras, Bengal and Bihar. 
There is nothing to show how and when they ended, though 
there is little doubt that their kingdom finally merged into 
that of the Haihayas of Ratanpur. In the western portion of 
the province, notably in Nimar and Hoshangabad, the Para- 
maras were dominant and were constantly engaged in war 
with their neighbours, the Kalachuris in the east and the 
Chalukyas in the south. They had within their dominions 
a very sacred place on the Narmada, Mandhata in the 
Nimar district, still a place of pilgrimage, as it was to the 
Malwa kings and thousands of their subjects. It was at 
this holy place that they distributed their charities, 
and a number of copper-plate grants have been found 
bestowing on priests and Brahmans certain villages which 
are still within this province. In the extreme south a 
Nagavamsi dynasty, belonging to the Chhinda clan, similar 
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to the one at Yelburga in the Nizam’s Dominions, ruled 
Chakrakotya, which is an old name of the central 
portion of the Bastar State. Their capital was apparently 
Barsur, in the centre of that State. Inscriptions of this 
dynasty cover the period from the nth to the middle of 
the 13th century. The kings of Chakrakotya were con- 
stantly at feud with those on the other side of the Godavari, 
and there are several records of the raids and burning 
of Chakrakotya by them. Another, but a distinct line of 
Nagavamsi kings was ruling in the Kawardha State 
in the nth and 12th centuries, as their inscriptions show. 
They do not appear to have been very powerful, and were 
apparently subordinate to the Haihayas of Ratanpur. 

The Somavamsis of Kakaraya, who have left inscrip- 
tions in Sihawa and Ranker, were of a similar status and 
contemporaries of the Kawardha Nagavamsis. 

The inscriptions of the Kaiachuris and the Nagavamsis 
of Bastar refer to a number of contemporary local chiefs 
who were subordinate to one or the other, or paid tribute 
to the sovereign power. These are the princes of Lanjika 
(Lanji), Bhanara (Bhandara), Vairagaram (Wairagarh), 
Bhadrapattana (Bhandak) and a number of others whose 
countries yet remain to be localized. 

The third period of C. P. history was dominated by 
Third period, Musalmans, Gonds and the Mara- 

1350—1800. thas. In the n-jjddlc of the 13th 

century the slave dynasty of Delhi took the northern portion 
of the province and placed a Governor in the Damoh 
district. By the end of that century Berar was invaded 
and wrested from the Yadava king of Deogiri. The 
Imperial Court of Delhi, however, could not retain its 
hold for long, and these remote places easily passed into the 
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hands of local chiefs who proclaimed themselves independent. 
The northern portion was overrun by the Khaljis of Malwa, 
and the southern portion, via, Berar,bythe Bahmanis of 
Gulburga, who in their turn were displaced by the Imadsha- 
his of Gawilgarh. The Faruqis established themselves at 
Burhanpur and continued to rule for about seven generations, 
when they were finally ousted by Akbar, whose son Daniyal 
stayed for some time at Asirgadh as Governor of Khandesh, 
Ahmadnagar and Berar. All these dynasties have left a 
memorial of their rule in a few lithic records at or near their 
capitals in the Province. Akbar visited Burhanpur in 1600 
A. D., and recorded his triumphant victory over the Faruqis 
in the Juma Masjid at Burhanpur, the only known mosque, 
besides its replica in the Asirgadh fort, containing a Sanskrit 
record carved at the instance of the builders thereof. In 
the reign of Shah Jahan, Berar passed once more under the 
Mughal sway, but it soon became the prey of Maratha 
marauders. The result was that the Mughal Viceroy of the 
Deccan declared himself independent, and Berar became 
(i do-amli " under the Nizam of Hyderabad and the Bhonslas 
of Nagpur, who, however, left no lithic record of their rule, 
a casual mention of their names in one or two inscriptions 
being the sum-total of their history on stone or metal. 

The other portions of the province were mostly 
occupied by Gonds, of whom the most important were the 
Garha Mandla, Deogarh and Chanda dynasties. The 
solitary inscription which these people have left is at 
Ramnagar in the Mandla district, and is dated in the year 
1667 A. D. In Chhattisgarh the Haihayas lingered on till 
the 1 8th century, when they were displaced by the 
Bhonslas. The last record of the Haibaya dynasty is a cop- 
per plate given to a Lodhi family of Arang in 1735 A. D. 
The inscriptions of this period, with a few exceptions, are 
all valueless, 
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There are two inscriptions belonging to well-known 

, dynasties whose connection with this 

Doubtful inscriptions. . . 

province is very doubtful, i he first 

one is a Seal of the Maukhari king Sarvavarman, found in 
the Asirgadh fort. It belongs to about the 6th century 
A. D. The princes of this dynasty were ruling in a por- 
tion of Magadha (in Bihar), that is, hundreds of miles 
away east of Asirgadh, between which several other king- 
doms intervened. Except this seal (which, it should be ob- 
served, is easily portable) there is no other trace of the 
Maukharis in this province. The second one is a copper 
plate record of the Rashtrakutas of Manapura in Raghel- 
khand, assignable to about the 7th Century A. D. Dr, Fleet 
has tried to connect these Rajputs with Pachmarhi, but how 
they jumped over the Kalachuris of Jubbulpore and went to 
rule in the Hoshangabad district is a mystery. 

Lastly, I may here refer to a unique inscription 

accidentally discovered in the Nagpur 
The Babylonian Seal. _ T ' p , 

Museum. Unfortunately nc record 

has been kept of the actual place where it was found. It 

is a Babyionain Seal 4.000 years old. Could it be that it 

was dropped by a Babylonian traveller while travelling in 

this part of the country in that remote period ? Mr. L. W. 

King, of the British Museum has deciphered the inscription 

and given the following explanation of the figures carved 

on it : — • 

u The scene engraved on the Seal represents a goddess 
standing with hands raised in adoration before the Weather 
God Adad or his West-Semitic equivalent Amurru. In 
the field are h : s emblems, the lightning fork, the disc and 
crescent. The small figures are probably divine attend- 
ants, The inscription gives the owner's name and reads 

* Libur-beli, the servant of 9 The end of the 

second lire is apparently rubbed or worn and has not come 
out in the impression; it probably stated that Libur-beli 



was f the servant of the God Atnurru or Adad \ The 
meaning of the Babylonian name Libur-beli is ( May mv 
Lord be strong \ The Seal dates from about Zooo B. C., 
the period of the first dynasty of Babylon.” 
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Inscriptions in the Central Provinces and 

Berar. 


NAGPUR DISTRICT, 

The Nagpur district proper possesses very few 
inscriptions of its own, but in the Museum which was 
established in the city of N§gpur in A.D. 1863 there is 
a fairly good collection of lithic and copper-plate records 
obtained from different districts of the province. A notice 
of each of these will be ‘found under the district to which 
it originally belonged. But for facility of reference a list 
of all the Museum inscriptions has been added under this 
district. 

The following inscriptions belong to the Nagpur 
district proper: — 

A,— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

0) NAGPUR STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE RULERS 

OF MALAVA. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur 1 Museum .) 

This inscription is a laudatory account of the Paramara 
rulers of Malava from Vairisimha to Lakshmadeva. The 
former is stated to have been succeeded by his son Slyaka, 
after whom came his son Munjaraja. Then came Sin- 
dhuraja whose son was Bhoja leva. The description of 
these 5 kings is, as Dr, Kielhorn remarks, purely conven- 
tional and for the historian worthless. The successor of 

1 According to the Museum records the stone was originally brought 
from Amarakantaka, but this seems to be incorrect, as neither does 
Mr. Jenkins, who published a list of Amarakantaka Inscriptions in 1825 
A.D. (Asiatic Researches , Volume XV, page 506), nor Mr. R. E. Egerton, 
c.s*. who visited the place in 1 Sc 6, mention it. The latter made a thorough 
enquiry about all inscriptions belonging to Amarakantaka and should 
certainly have noted about this one in his account pubiishsd in the Journal 
of the Antiquarian Society of the Central Provinces (see Volume I of 1867, 
p. 65 ff,). The provenances of several other inscriptions received before 
the establishment of rhe Nagpur Museum are incorrect. From Mr. Bal 
Gangaahar Sastri’s notice ot the record (Journal, Bombay Branch, Royal 
Asiatic Society , Volume l, page ^59) it is clear that the stone was 
in Nagpur in 1843 a.d,, its external appearance would seem to show 
Bilahri in the Jubbulpore district as the source whence it may have been 
brought, and the name of the village Mckahalapataka mentioned in the 
record would seem to point to the same direction (cf , Ambipafcaka, 
Ohangatapataka, Khailapataka, etc., in the Bilahri Inscription No. 33)ias 
also the occasional invasions of Malava kings on the Tripuri country, but 
these at best are mere conjectures and are not sufficient to relegate 
confidently the record to that locality. 


I 
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Bhoiadeva was Udayaditya who Is stated to have freed 
the land lost to (the Chedi king) Karpa bv his predeces- 
sor Udavaditva was succeeded by his son Lnkshmadeva 
who is said to ha\e subjugated the earth in all directions, 
but the only tangible and probable facts mentioned are 
an expedition undertaken against Tripurl, the well-known 
capital of the Chedi kingdom and perhaps some fights 
with the Turushkas or Muhammadan invaders. 

According to other inscriptions 1 Naravarman was the 
immediate successor of Udayaditya, but from the present 
inscription it is clear that the latter was succeeded by his 
son Lakshmadeva, and he by his brother Naravarman, and 
the dates available show that Lakshmadeva** reign super- 
vened between A.D. 1080 and 1104. 


This inscription is dated in the (Vikrama) year 1 161, 
corresponding to a.d. 1 104-5. ^ a ^ so records the grant 
of a village MokhalapStaka in lieu of 2 in Vyapura .mantfala 
previously granted. These localities remain unidentified, 


as yet. 

[Epigraphia Indie a, Volume 11 , page 180 ff .) Journal 
Bombay Branch, Royal Asiatic Society, \olume I, page 
259; Zeitschrift fur die Kunde des Mor genlandcs, 
Volume VII, page 194.) 


(2) SITABALDI STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE TIME 
OF VIKRAMADITYA VI. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

Sftabaldi is a small rocky hill adjoining the city of 
Nagpur. 

The inscription refers itself to the Maharajadhiraja 
Tribhuvanamalladeva of the family of Satya§raya and the 
Chalukyas, i e„ the King Vikramaditya VI of the western 
Chahikya dynasty. 2 It then mentions as a dependant of 
the king, the Mahasamanta Dhsdibhamdaka, also called 
the Rsnaka Dhsdiadeva oho had 1 migrated from La ta- 
laura and was born in the Mahargshtrakuta lineage and 
records the grant of some aivartanas 8 of land to a 
Brahman who had also emigrated from Latalau'ra. The 

* See Indian Antiquary, Volume XIX, pages 346-347, and Tran ■ 
suctions, Royal Asiatic Society t Volume I, page 226, 

2 See Fleet’s Kanarese Dynasties, page 48 , and Bhandark*r’s Early 
History of the Dekhan, page 64. 

3 This measure of land seems to have been much prevalent in Berar 
and NSgpur divisions, and was latterly known as netana ♦ 
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record is dated in the Saka year 1008 on Friday, the third 
lunar day of the bright half of VaiSakha of the year Pra- 
bhava, which does not work out correctly, but Dr, Kielhorn 
thought that the day intended was really Thursday, the 8th 
April, A.D. 1087 falling in the Saka year 1009 expired, 
Latalaura, which is found in the form of LattalOr or Lat- 
tanflr in the Rashtrakuta grants as the place whence they 
originally emigrated, is perhaps, as Dr, Fleet 1 suggests, 
identical with Lafcur in the Osmanabad district of the 
NizSm's Dominions, 

(. Epigr aphia, Indiea } Volume Ilf, page 304,) 


(3) RAMTEK LAKSHMANA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

(. In situ,) 

Ramtek is 29 mites from Nagpur. In the temple 
on the hill dedicated to Lakshmana there is a long 
inscription of about 80 lines, of which many are peeled off. 
The major portion of the record is devoted to the 
description and religious efficacy of the tirthas (holy 
places) at Ramtek. The top portion, which is much 
mutilated, contained some historical data of which the only 
suggestive phrases which remain are Yadavavarhsa, Sri 
Simhana Kshonipater and Sri Ramchandra. The last two 
names occur in the Raipur and Khalari inscriptions of the 
HaihayavaihSi king Brahmadeva, from which it appears 
that Brahmadeva's father was Ramchandra, whose father 
was Simhana. The mention of Yadavavarhsa makes it 
however ambiguous, whether the latter name does not 
refer to the king of the same name belonging to the Ygdata 
family of Deogiri, although the Haihayas also belonged to 
the same race. 


U) POONA PLATES OF THE VAKATAKA QUEEN 
(4 ) ruuiN prabHAVATI GUPTA. 

f With Balvant Bhau Nagarhar, a coppersmith of 
Poona , originally a resident of Ahmadnagar,) 

Dowager Queen Prabhav3tl Gupta, daughter of the 
the Mahatajadhiraja Chandra Gupta II of the Imperial 
Gupta dynasty, chief Queen of Maha.aja Rudrasena II of 
the VakStakas and mother of the young piioc e Divakarasena, 

x Epigrapkia Indica, Volume VII Dage* 225-226. 
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who had obtained sovereignty in due succession, made a 
grant of a village named Danguna in the Supratishtha 
Ahara from Nandivardhana, which now exists in the form 
of Nagardhan, four miles from Ramtek. The plates thus 
belong to the Nagpur district, but as copper charters are 
easily portable, they reached a copper smith at Poona. 
This is a very important record, being the earliest genuine 
copper plate grant of the Gupta, period giving the 
genealogy of the Imperial Guptas which is as follows: — 

Gupta 

Ghatotkacha 

Chandra Gupta wKumaradevl (Lichchhavi) 

e . L 

Samuara Gupta 

Chandra Gupta II**Kuberan£ga (Nagakula) 
i’rabh&vat! Gupta** Rudrasena (Vakataka) 

Divakarasena 

This clearly shows the relationship between the 
Vakstakas with the Imperial Guptas and places the 
chronology of the Vaka takas on a sound basis. The 
record is dated in the 13th regnal year and is assignable 
to the first quarter of the 5th Century A.D., contemporary 
with the closing years of Chandra Gupta II and the opening 
years of KumSra Gupta I. 

Neither the village Danguna nor those surrounding it* 
vis,) ViDvanaka to its west, SirshagrSma to its north, 
Kadapuhjana to its east and Sidivivaraka to its south have 
been yet traced up. Even the sub-division Supratishtha 
has not been located. 

[Epigraphies Indices , Volume XV, pages 39 et seql) 


B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(5) RAMTEK COPPER-PLATE. 

While digging for manganese at Ramtek a record on 
3 # ° # r 4 copper plates was found by some contractors who 
divided them among themselves. Only one of the plates 
was recovered. It is inscribed in the box-headed variety of 
characters belonging to the same period as No, 4 above. 
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The similarity of the text so far as is available goes to 
show that the record might have been possibly issued 
by the same Queen Prabhavatl Gupta, The plate found 
appears to have been the middle one, the others having 
been taken away by the contractors. It appears that one of 
the latter has found a resting place in the Patna Museum. 
The plate under notice mentions only the privileges to be 
enjoyed by the grantee in the village gifted, whose name 
must have been mentioned in the previous plate. The 
record, ends with an incomplete imprecatory verse, the 
remaining portion of which must have gone to the succeed- 
ing plate. 


,6) KELOD INSCRIPTION. 

Kelod, 28 miles from Nagpur, had an inscription in 
a temple known as that of Kalavantin, It was a pilgrim 
record of Magaradhaja Jogi accompanied with the 
invariable figure 700, the meaning of which has been 
explained elsewhere. (See No. 207.) The temple has 
fallen down and the record is now affixed to a Chabutard 
of Mahadeva, 


(7) DONGARTAL INSCRIPTION. 

Dongartal, 42 miles from Nagpur, has 2 lines on 
a rock which is a pilgrim record in modern characters. 

(Cousens* Lists of Antiquarian Remains of the 
Central Provinces and Berar ) page 4, and Cunningham's 
Archaeological Reports , Volume Vi I, page log.) 


(8) TOMB STONES WITH ARABIC AND PERSIAN 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

There are four stones kept in the Museum which are 
said to belong to Nagpur. They contain quotations from 
the Quran, and only one of them records the name of 
one Taj Muhammad, who died in A.H. 1206. 


C.— MUSEUM INSCRIPTIONS, 

Unfortunately an accurate record of whence the 
inscriptions came has not been kept in the Museum. Thus 
a stone which came from Bhandak had been relegated 
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to Ratanpur. 1 Efforts have been made to correct such 
errors and to relegate them to the proper districts so far 
as is possible. Descriptive details have been, therefore, 
omitted here. They will be found under the district to 
which thev belong a reference tr which is given against 
each:— ' 

(a) Copper-plate Charters. 

Bhandak plates of Krishnaraja I. (See No, 15.) 

Balaghat plates of Prithvishena II. (See No. 26.) 

Betfll Charter of the Parivrajaka Maharaja Sarii- 
kshobha, dated in the Gupta year iqq or A.D. <ti8. 
(See No. 160.) 

Arang Charter issued in the 5th vear of the reign of 
Mafajayaraja. (See No. 175.) 

Khariar Charter issued in the 2nd year of the reign 
of Mahasudeva. (See No. 177.) 

Raipur Charter issued in the 10th year of the reign 
of Mahasudevaraja. (See No. 176.) 

SiwanI Charter issued in the i«th year of the reign 
of Pravarasena (II). (See No. 126.) 

Satallama Charter issued in the 8th year of the reign 
of Mahabhavagupta (I) Janamejaya assignable to the 
beginning of the nth Century A.D. Published in the 
Epigr aphid Inchca , Volume VI 11, pages 138 ff. 

Kudopaii Charter issued in the 13th year of the reign 
of Mahabhavagupta (II) assignable to the first half of the 
i2th Century A. D, Published in the Epi gr aphid Indica. 
Volume IV, pages 254 ff. ' 1 

Mandhata plates of Jayasirhhadeva of Dhara. (See 
No. 137.) 

Mandhata Charter of Devapala of the (Vikrama) 
year 1282. (See No. 138.) 

.Marhjari document of the time of Te(lu)gideva of 
the Saka year 11(8)1. Not published. (See No. 29.) 

Mandhata Charter of Jayavarman ( 11 ), of the Vikrama 
year 1317. (See No. 139.) 

Jabalpur Charter of the reign of Yalahkarnadeva 
(See No. 34.) 


Indian Antiquary, Volume XXXVII, page 20S, footnote 9, 
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Jabalpur Kotwali Charter of JayasimhadSva, . (See 
No. 37.) 

Amoda Charter of Prithvldeva I. (See No. 199.) 

Two Amoda Charters of Prithvldeva II. (See No, 

200.) 

Amoda Charter of Jajalladeva II. (See No. 201.) 

Ghotla plates of Prithvldeva II. (See No. 195.) 

(6) Stone Slabs. 

Slt&baldHnscription of the time of Vikramaditya (VI) 
dated in the Saka year 1009. (See No 2.) 

Nagpur inscription of the rulers of Malava of the 
(Vikrama) year 1161, (See No. t.) 

Tevvar inscription of Gayakarnadeva. (See No. 30.) 

Ratanpur inscription of Jajalladeva of the Chedi year 
866, (See No. 196.) 

Ratanpur inscription of the reign of Prithvldeva III of 
the Chedi year 910. (See No, 1 97* ) 

Ratanpur inscription of the Chiefs of the TalaliSri 
manclala of the Chedi year 915, (See No. 21s.) 

Maihar inscription of Jajalladeva of the (Chedi) year 
919. (See No. 206,) 

Jabalpur Prasasti of Jayasirhhadeva of the (Chedi) 
year 926. (See No. 61.) 

Ratanpur inscription of Prithvldeva III of the 
(Vikrama) year 1247 (?). (See No. 197.) 

Barsur inscription of Ganga Mahadevi, wife of Some- 
§vara, of the ilaka year 1:30 (? 1030). (See No. 271.) 

Raipur inscription of the time of the Maharajadhirgja 
Brahmadeva of the (Vikrama) year 1458. (See No. 180.) 

Kosgain inscription of King Vaharendra ol the 
Ratanpur branch of the Haihava family. (See No„ 210.) 

Sat! memorial inscription of the (Vikrama) year 1812. 
(See No. 125,) 

Bhandak inscription of the reign of Bhavadeva. (See 
No. 14.) 

Lakhanadon temple door inscription of about the I9th 
Century A.D. (See No. 127.) 


8 


Inscriptions in C. P. and Berar, 


NfikanthI inscription of Krishnaraja, belonging to 
about the loth Century A.D. (See No, 169.) 

Biiaharl inscription of the rulers of Chedi. (See 
No, 33,) 

Lafijf fragmentary inscription of the time of the 
Yadava king RimanSyaka. (See No, 28.) 

Karualai inscription of the reign of Lakshmanarlja, 
(See No, 40.) 

Saugor Bundeli inscription. (See No. 87,) 

Burhanpur public bath inscription. (See No. 159.) 

Kalamb Guide pillar inscription. (See No. 268.) 

Mandla fragmentary inscription. (See No, 124,) 

JataSankara inscription of Vijayavasimha. (See No, 96.) 

Batihagadh inscription of the \ear 1385. (See 
No, 103.) 

( c ) Records on Statues. 

Dhuandh&r Kushgna inscriptions. (See No. 45,) 

Pedestal inscription of the (Vikrama) year 1198. 

Jaina sculpture inscription of the (Vikrama) year 12 1 6. 

Jaina sculpture inscription of the (Vikrama) year 1271. 

Jaina image inscription of the (Vikrama) year 127^. 

Jaina statuette inscription of the (Vikrama) year 1600. 

Jaina tarso inscription of the (Vikrama'' year 1649. 

Jaina statuette inscription of the (Vikrama) year 1694. 

Vishnu image inscription of about the 8th or 9th 
Century a.d, 

Vishnu image inscription of about the 12th or 13th 
Century A.D. 

Buddhist statue inscription containing only the 

Buddhist formula, 

Buddhist statue inscription beginning with the 

Buddhist formula and giving the name of the devotee. 

( d ) Wooden Pillars. 

Kirari Woode.j pilhr Brahmi inscription, (See 
No. 214,) 



WARDHA DISTRICT. 


A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(9) DEOLI PLATES OF KRISHNA III. 

(. Deposited with the Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society .) 

Deoli is a village u miles from Wardha. 

The inscription records the grant of a village named 
Talapurumshaka in the district of Nagapura-Nandivardhana 
by Krishna III or Akalavarsha of the Rashtrakuta family 
in the name of his brother Jagattunga while staying at 
his capital Manyakheta in the Saka year 852 expired, 
corresponding to 940-41 A.D. on the 5th of the dark 
half of Vaigakha, the cyclic year being Sarvarin. The 
genealogy of Krishna III given in the grant has solved 
many difficulties about the Rashtrakuta kings. The Rash- 
trakutas 1 are stated in it to have sprung from the Satyaki 
branch of the Yadava race and to be known as Tunga. 
The first king mentioned is Dantidurga, being the most 
renowned person who acquired the supreme sovereignty of 
Maharashtra from the Narmada in the north to the Tunga- 
bhadra in the south. 

He was succeeded by his paternal uncle Krishna I, the 
builder of the Kailasa temple at Ellora. He had two sons, 
Govinda U and Nirupama or Kalivallabha, who succeeded 
him in succession, Govinda being after a short rule super- 
seded by his younger brother owin-j to his being addicted 
to sensuous pleasures. Nirupania’s son was Jagattunga 
or Govinda III, whose son Nripatunga, also known as 
Amoghavarsha I, was a great patron of the Digimbara 
Jainas. This man is said to have founded the city of 
Manyakheta, which finally became the Rashtrakuta capital. 
His son Krishna II, also known as Akalavarsha, is said to 
have humbled Gurjara, Lata and Gaud 1, and to have caused 
Anga, Kalinga, Ganga and Magadha to obey his orders. 
This king was succeeded by bis grandson Indraraja III, son 
of Jagattunga who died before he became king. Indra’s 
successor was his son Amoghavarsha II who died very 


*For a fuller account of this line of kings, see Dr. Fleet’s articles 
in the Epigraphia Indie a. Volume VI, pages I6o ff., and Volume VII 
dages 198 ft. 
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shortly after his father and was succeeded by his brother 
Govinda IV who met an early death owing to his vicious 
habits. The throne thus passed to his uncle Amoghavarsha 
III, a very virtuous prince. He was assisted in the govern- 
ment of the kingdom by his son Krishna III, who subjugated 
Dantigaand Vappuka, and uprooting Rachhyamalla, placed 
Bhutarya 1 on the throne of the Gahga country (Gangavadi). 
He also subdued the Pallava king Anniga. 

With regard to geographical places, the Nagapura- 
Nandivardhana district is certainly the present Nagpur 
district, Nandivardhana being the present Nagardhana, 20 
miles from Nagpur. Talapurumshaka is not traceable, but 
some of the places which formed its boundary have been 
identified by Dr. Bhancjakar, viz.) Kanhana on its south 
with the Kanhana river, Mohamagrama on its west with 
Mohgaon of the Chhindwara district and Vadhrira with 
Berdi near Mohgaon. Talapurumshaka with Madatadhin- 
dhara on its east remain untraceable. These identifica- 
tions are, however, open to great doubt in view of the fact 
that the Kanhana river is far away from Mohgaon. 

[Epigraphia Indica>V olumeV, page 188, and Journal 
of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society } 
Volume XVI 11 , pages 241, 260.) 


B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(10) PAUNAR STONE INSCRIPTION. 

( hi situ . ) 

Paunar is 5 miles from Wardha. On the gateway of 
the fort there is a Sanskrit inscription which is much worn. 
In the eighth line the names of Sangrama Shah and Reva 
(Narmada) occur. The inscription is not thus very old. 


fxi) THANEGAON TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

( In situ . ) 

Thanegaon is 30 miles from Wardha. An inscription 
in a temple of Devi is dated in the S aka year 1145 or 
A.D. 1223, and gives the names of the then local officials. 

(Cousens* Lists of Antiquarian Remains , Central 
Provinces and Berar > page n.) 

1 The same as Butuhga of the Atak^r inscription. See Bpigraphia 
Indira % Volume II, page 1 68 . 
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(12) ASHTI INSCRIPTIONS ON MUHAMMAD KHAN 
NIYAZI’S TOMB. 

(In situ.) 

‘Ashti is 50 miles from Wardha. There are two 
mausoleums there having Persian inscriptions. One of 
them is a tomb of Muhammad KhanNiyazf, which on its first 
side bears the Kalima, while the remaining three sides have 
three different chronograms praising God and all yielding the 
date 1035 Hiiri as the year of his death. This corresponded 
to 1626 A .D, 

Nawab Muhammad Khan Niyaz! was an Afghan 
noble in Akbar’s times and was held in esteem by Jahangir. 
He accompanied Shah Jahan when the latter as a prince 
led an expedition to the Deccan. The Nawab got Ashti 
pargana in Jagir for his various services. 

(Bulletins of the Nagpur Museum , No. r.) 


(13) ASHTI INSCRIPTION ON AHMAD KHAN NIYAZl’S 

TOMB. 

(In situ.) 

Ahmad Khan was the eldest son of Muhammad Khan 
Niyaz! referred to in No. 12. A chronogram on his tomb 
yields A.H, 1061 (A.D. 1651) as the year of his death. 
Ahmad Khan was as brave as his father. He captured 
Ellichpur from Rahimkhan DakhnI and assisted Khan 
Zaman in the Daulatabad expedition. He was given 
Ashti pargana by his father, while his other brothers 
received those round about, vis., Ismailkhan got Amner, 
Muzaffar Khan Nerpingaiai, KasQlkhan Paunar and Abdul 
Azizkhan Dassasar Talegaon in the Chandur taluq of the 
Amraoti district. 

(Bulletins of the Nagpur Museum , No. 1.) 
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BHANDARA DISTRICT. 

Bhandara has no important inscriptions. On a front 
inner wall of a Hemadpanti temple at Korambf, 3 miles 
south-west of Bhandara, there was once an inscription in 
old characters, but it is now not traceable as the wall has 
been plastered over. 



*3 


CHANDA DISTRICT. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(14) BHANDAK BUDDHIST INSCRIPTION. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum ,) 

Bhandak is a village 16 miles north-west of Chanda. 
The inscription to be presently noticed is the same 
to which General Cunningham refers in Volume IX, page 
127, of his reports* In the Nagpur Museum, to which it 
was removed by Major Wilkinson, it somehow or other 
got relegated to Ratanpur, to which reference is made by 
Dr, Kielhorn in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society , 
1905, page 618. About 90 years ago Rev. Dr. Stevenson 
published a kind of facsimile and a translation in the 
Journal of the Bombay Asiatic Society (Volume I, pages 
148 ff.), which now is a literary curiosity. This inscription 
is a fragmentary one, but contains several points of 
considerable interest. It is a Buddhist record and opens 
with 4 verses which glorify and invoke the protection of 
the Buddha under the names of Jina and Tayin. The 
author then extols a king Suryaghosha and records that 
that king deeply grieved at the loss of a dear son who 
had died by a fall from the top of the palace, and 
desirous of crossing the ocean of this mundane existence, 
built a splendid mansion or temple of the Muni, i,e. 9 sage 
(Buddha). Some time after Suryaghosha there came 
another king named Udayana, born from the Panduvamsa. 
A son of his is spoken of, but the name has disappeared. 
After him a king named Bbavadeva is introduced. He 
bore the names of Ranakesarin and Chintadurga. Bhava- 
deva took care of the abode of Sugata, founded by 
Suryaghosha, and under him two men restored that 
building which had fallen into decay. The restored build- 
ing is described as a vihara or monastery, Further on 
we find the name of king Nannaraja who is said to have 
conquered the earth. 

In regard to the kings mentioned in the inscription 
Dr. Kielhorn says that Suryaghosha is not known from 
any other inscription. Udayana of the Panduvamsa is 
clearly the same king who in a Kalahjara inscription is 
stated to have founded a temple of Bhadresvara there. He 
may also be identified with the king Udayana of the lunar 
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race whose son and grandson were Indrabala and Nan- 
nadeva 1 who belonged to the Pandavavatii^a according to 
the Rajim and Baloda plates of Tivaradeva, The latter's 
father was named Nannadeva. 

It appears that Bhandak was the capital of Mah£~ 
kosala which the Chinese traveller Huen Tsiang (Yuan 
Chwang) visited in 639 A.D., and that later on it was 
shifted to Sirpur in the Raipur district. This question 
has been discussed in the article on the Lakshmana temple 
inscription at Sirpur which shows how the kings of 
Bhandak, Sirpur and Orissa were connected with each 
other. 2 

(Journal^ Royal Asiatic Society , 1905, pages 617 ff. 
Journal , Bombay Asiatic Society 3 Volume I, pages 148 ff. 
Chanda District Gazetteer) pages 35 ff.) 


(15) BHANDAK PLATES OF KRISHNARAJA I. 

(Deposited with the Archaeological Department of the 
Government of hidi a .) 

A set of three copper-plates found at Bhandak refer 
themselves to the Kashtrakuta king Krishnaraja 1 and are 
dated in the Saka year 694 corresponding to 23rd June 
772 a.D. They record the grant oj a village Nagna to the 
Bhattaraka of the temple of Aditya in the town of 
Udumvaramanti and bounded 011 the east by Nagama- 
grama, on the south by Umvaragrama, on the west by 
Antaraigrama and on, the north by Kapiddhagrama. All 
these are represented by the modern Ganori, Rani Amraoti, 
Naigaon, Umarl, Antargaon, and Babhulgaon villages in 
the Yeotmai district which is contiguous to the Chanda 
district. . The king was then encamping at NandipuradvSrl 
which is identified with Nandura and is not very far from 
the village granted. 

In this grant the genealogy of the Rashtrakutas 
commences with Govindraja 1 . His son was Kakkaraja I, 
whose son was Indraraja, who was married to Bhava- 
gana, a Chalukyan princess, from whose union was born 
Dantidurga, He conquered Yallabha (*.*., the Chalukyan 
king Kfrtiivarman II), who had inflicted crushing defeats 


x Indian Antiquary , Volume XVIII, pages 179 ff. 
a See Epigraphict Indies Volume XI, pages 186 ff. 
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on the kings of Kanchi, Kerala, the Chola, the Pandya, 
tsri Harsha and Vajrata. On Dantidurga’s death, the donor 
Krishnaraja, son of Kakkaraja, ascended the throne, with 
the title of Akalavarsha. 

This record by the way it speaks of Dantidurga 
removes the unfounded charge brought by Dr. Fleet 
against him, that he was a licentious weakling and had 
been murdered by Krishnaraja I. 

(. Epigraphia Indica , Volume XiV, page 121 ff.) 


B. — UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

• (16) DEOTEK STONE INSCRIPTION. 

Deotek is a village 69 miles from Chanda. There is 
a stone here containing two distinct inscription?, one in Pali 
characters of about the same period as Asoka's edicts and 
the other in Gupta characters. Both of them are fragment- 
ary, but mention a name Chikambar! which may be 
identified with Chikamara, a village close to Deotek. At 
Chikamara there are old statues and some other minor 
ancient remains as at Deotek. 

(Cunningham’s Corpus Inscriptionum Indie arum , 
Volume I, pages 28 and 102 ; Chanda District Gazetteer # 
page ; and Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports . 
Volume VII, page 125.) 


(17) BHANDAK BRAHMI INSCRIPTION. 

This inscription remains un deciphered as yet. An im- 
pression of it was taken by Dr. Hirananda Sastri, M.A., 
M.O.L., D. Litt , of the Archaeological Department, now Gov- 
ernment Epigraphist for India, and sent to Dr. Kielhorn 
of the Gottingen University, but the latter died before he 
could communicate the results of his labours on the record. 
The stone is now untraceable. 


(18) BHANDAK SLAB IN THE BHADRANAGA TEMPLE 
( In situ , ) 

This inscription is written in very poor Sanskrit. It 
records the installation of Naga Narayana on Friday, r the 
10th of the dark fortnight of MargaSIrsha in the Saka 
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year 13 (08) bearing the name Kshaya. This date regu* 
larly corresponds to Friday, the 1 6th November 1386 A.D, 
The inscription further mentions jirnoddhara or repairs 
to the temple having been made by a Pawar. It appears 
from this that the temple of Bhadranatha was converted 
into that of a Bhadra Naga by installing the statue of Naga 
Narayana about 600 years ago, when the repairs of the old 
temple were carried out. 


(19) BHANDAK CHANDIKA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

( / n situ . ) 

This is a short inscription on one of the pillars stating 
that the temple was built in Samvat 1133 or A.D. 1076. 
It mentions the name of Chandikadevl. The rest is much 
too indistinct to be read. 


(20) BHANDAK YAUVANASVA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ , ) 

This is a worn-out inscription. The date given appears 
to be Samvat 1169 or A.D. 1112. General Cunningham 
read it as 1 r66. 

(Cunningham’s Archeological Reports , Volume IX, 
page 135.) 


(21} BHANDAK CAVE INSCRIPTIONS. 

( In situ , ) 

One is completely worn and the other in shell 
characters is undicipherable. 


(22) MARKANDA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

( I n situ . ) 

Markanda is 40 miles from Chanda. / On the jambs of 
the south door is inscribed the name of Sri Magaradhvaja 
Jogi 700. On the back of this temple is another pilgrim 
record of Ratnadhvaja Jog! dated in the Samvat year 
1519 or A. d. 1462. (See No. 207.) 

In another temple close by dedicated to Mrityunjaya 
the name of Magaradhvaja Topi is inscribed on the 
door sill. 


[Chanda District Gazetteer , page 410.) 
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(2# MARKANDA PILLAR INSCRIPTION. 

The characters of this inscription belong to the 6th or 
7th Century a. D. It appears to be a pilgrim record. 

(Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume IX, 
page 150.) 


(24) CHIRUL TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

Chirul is 36 miles from Chanda. There is an old 
temple here on one of whose pillars the name of Magardh- 
vaja jog! is inscribed. 


(25) NAOKHALA STONE INSCRIPTION. 

Naokhala is 66 miles from Chanda. The record is in 
Devanagari characters but is illegible* 
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BALAGHAT DISTRICT. 

A,— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(26) BALAGHAT PLATES OF PRITHVISHENA II. 

! Deposited with ihe Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Calcutta.) 

These plates were found hanging to a tree in the 
jungle. They were dearly intended to record a grant of 
the V aka taka king Prithvishena II, but they actually give 
only the genealogy of the king and break off at the point 
where his order commences. The genealogy begins with 
Pravarasena I, after whom are enumerated his son’s son 
Rudrasena I, his son Prithvishena I, his son Rudrasena II, 
and his son (from Prabhavati Gupta, the daughter of the 
Maharajadhiraja Deva 1 * Gupta) Pravarasena II, His son 
was Maharaja Narendrasena from whom and the queen 
Ajjittabhattarika, a daughter of the lord of Kuntala, was 
born the Maharaja Prithvishena II. It is stated of 
Narendrasena that he appropriated the fortunes of the 
family and that his commands were honoured by the lords 
of Kosala, Mekala and Malava. 

The genealogy given in this record omits the name 
of Devasena who is stated in the Vakgtaka stone inscrip- 
tion ( Archaeological Sutvey of Wester n India , Volume IV 
pages 124 ff.) to have ruled after his nameless father, the 
son of Pravarasena II. Dr, Kielhorn, from the expression 
1 he took away or appropriated the family’s fortune/ thought 
that Narendrasena, probably ousted his elder brother and 
was consequently succeeded by his son Prithvishena II, 
This would lead to the conclusion that Devasena was a 
nephew of Narendrasena and had 5 some part of the 
kingdom left to him to which he and his son Harishena 
succeeded. 

The present grant was to have issued from Veinbara, 
a place which has not been identified. Of the countries 
mentioned, Kuntala was a kingdom occupying the north 
and western portion of Mysore, the Bai vase na 4 or 
Shimoga 9 district being the principal province. Kosala 
is apparently Dakshina Kosala or Chhattisgarh division, 

1 Another name of Chandra Gupta II. 

"Imperial Gazetteer , Volume XVIII, page 172. 
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and Mekala was apparently the country round MekaJa 
mountains near Amarakantaka, The inscription not having 
been finished contains no date of any kind. 

[Epzgraphia Indica , Volume IX, pages 267 ff.) 


(27) RAGHOLI PLATES OF JAYAVARDHANA. 

{In the possession of the Zemindar of Sdletekri.) 

Ragholi is a village 30 miles from Balaghat, 

The inscription found there records the grant of 
a village Khaddika in the Kateraka district to the sun-god 
at Chattuiliha by king Javavar dhana II of the SailavamSa 
in the third year of his reign on the 30th day of the month 
Kartikau judging from its characters it appears to belong 
to the 8th Century A.D, The grant was issued from 
Srfvardhanapura, and the genealogy of the donor begins 
with one Srfvardhana whose son Prifchuvardhana is stated 
to have conquered the Gurjara country. In his family 
was born king Sauvardhana who had three sons, one of 
whom killed the king of Paundra (Bengal and Bihar) and 
the youngest that of the Ka§!s. The latter* s son Jayavar- 
dhana I displaced the king of the Vindhyas .and took his 
residence on those mountains. His son Srlvardbana II 
was styled the lord of the Vincjhyas. His son was the 
donor Jayavardhana II. The SailavamSa appears^ to be 
a new dynasty, but it may be identical with the Sailod- 
bhavas of Orissa and may be a branch of the Gahgavarn§a 
which ruled that country for a long time. 

Khaddika is the present Khidi, 3 miles from Ragholi, 
and Kateraka is probably Katera, 60 miles from Ragholi. 
Chattuiliha appears to be ^wrongly written for Raghulliba 
or the present Ragholi. Srivardhanapura appears to have 
been a town near Ranhtek and is npw non-existent. It 
appears to have been named after Srlvardhana II. It is 
possible that it may have been on the same site as Nagar- 
dhana, the old Nandivardhana founded by a later king of 
the same family. He may have changed the older name 
after his own in the same way as king 1 Yayati of the later 
Gupta dynasty changed Vinftapura to Yay^tinagara. 

(. Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, pages 41 ff.) 

1 Epigraphia lndica } Volume XI, page 189. 
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B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(28) LANJI STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

This record is very much worn. It refers to a 
Yadava chief Ramanayaka. It has been suggested that he 
may be identical with the Devagiri Yadava Ramachandra 
for whom we have dates ranging from 1272 to 1305 A.D. 
Some passages in this record correspond exactly to 
those given in the Ramtek Lakshmana temple inscription 
(No. 3). 

(29) MAMJARI COPPER-PLATE DOCUMENT OF THE 
TIME OF TELUGIDEVA. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This plate was sent to the museum by Col. Bloomfield* 
Deputy Commissioner of Balaghat. The exact find place 
is not known. The record refers to the sale of a village 
Mamjari, apparently a sister village of Mamjara in the 
KinM Zammdari of the Balaghat district during the reign 
of Ranaka Telugideva, susceptible of being read as 
Jaitugicleva, in the Saka year 1 1 8 1 whose third figure is 
not clear. If it is other than 7, 8 or 9, it would fall within 
the reign of the Yadava king Jaitugi If, son of Sirnhana 
of Deogiri, and father of Ramachandra referred to in 
No. 28 above. 


JUBBULPORE DISTRICT. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 


2 1 


(30) RUPNATH EDICT OF ASOKA. 

(In situ,) 

Rtipnath, a name of a Sivalingam, is 45 miles from 
Jubbulpore. Here on a rock there is carved one of the 
oldest inscriptions found in the Central Provinces. It is 
an edict of A§oka, the interpretation of certain passages 
whereof has been the subject of great controversy in 
the Jourfial of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland and the Journal Asiatique . 
Dr. Bultzch’s latest translation of the record is as follows: — 

Devanampriya (the beloved of gods) speaks thus : — • 
Two and a half years and somewhat more have passed 
since I am openly a Sakya, but I had not been very 
zealous, But a year and somewhat more (has passed) 
since I have visited the Samgha (i.e , the Buddhist clergy) 
and have been very zpalous. Those gods who at that 
time had been un mingled ( with men) in Jambudvipa have 
now been made by me mingled with them* For this is 
the fruit of zeal, And this cannot be reached by persons 
ol high rank alone, but even a lowly person is able to 
attain even the great heaven if he is zealous. And for the 
following purpose has this proclamation been issued that 
both the lowly and the exalted may be zealous and that 
ever my borderers may know it and that this same zeal 
may be of long duration. For this matter will be made 
by me to progress and will be made to progress con- 
siderably ; it will be made to progress to at least one 
and a half. And cause ye this matter to be engraved on 
rocks where an occasion presents itself. And wherever 
there are stone pillars here, it must be caused to be 
engraved on stone pillars. And according to the letter 
of this proclamation expel ye (schismatic monks and 
nuns) everywhere as far as your district extends. This 
proclamation was issued by me after I had spent the 
night in prayer. 256 nights had then been spent in 
prayer. 

( Indian Antiquary , Volume VI, page 156, XLI, 
pages 170 ff. Cunningham's Corpus Inscriptionum 
Indiearum, Volume I, pages 21, 25 and 131, and 
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Dr. Hultzsch's New edition of the same (1935) pages xxiii, 
CXXIII, 66 and 228. Journal , Royal Asiatic Society > 
1908, pages 81 1 ff.; 1909, ptges 1015 ff., 1910, pages 142 
ff,, 1308 If.; 191 pages 1091 ff*, 1101 and 11x4 ff,; 1912, 
pages 477 ff., 1053 ff.; 1913, pages 651 ff.; Journal Asia - 
tique, 1910, pages 507 ff.; 1911, page 119; Journal and 
Proceedings , Asiatic Society , Bengal } III, pages 4 ff.) 


(31) TIGWAN (TIGOWA) INSCRIPTIONS. 

[In situ.) 

Tigvvan (literally 3 villages) is 45 miles from Jubbul- 
pore. It contains one of the oldest temples in this 
province which Mr. Cousens thinks to be a genuine 
Buddhist temple. Its date is believed to be not later than 
5th Century A.D., but is more probably as old as the 
3rd Century A.D. On one of its pillars there is a pilgrim 
record of one Umadeva of Kanyakubja (Kanauja) who 
paid his devotions to the temple of Setabhadra (probably 
Svetabhadra*. Its characters belong to the 8th .Century A.D, 
There are two other pilgrim records, one of which is highly 
floriated and the other indistinct. 

(Cousens 5 Progress Report , 1904, pages 34, 35 
and 55; Cunningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume IX, 
page 46.) 


(32) KARITALAI PLATE OF THE MAHARAJA 
JAYANATHA. 

{In the possession oj General Cunningham 1 s 
successors or descendants .) 

Karitalai is a village 23 miles north-east of Murwara, 
the headquarters of a tahsll. It is about 34 miles from 
Khoh, a village in the Nagaudh State, included in the 
Central India Agency. Khoh was once an important town, 
and some 8 sets of copper-plate inscriptions have been 
found there, dated between the years 475 and 554 A,D. 
One of them belongs to the same Raja as that of Karitalai 
plates, viz., Jay an&tha, dated in the Gupta year 174 or 
A.D. 493-94, the Khoh plate being dated 3 years later. 
Both of them were issued from Uchchakalpa, which literally 
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means 1 that which is but little short of being a high place/ 
exactly corresponding to the meaning of the vernacular 
name Ufichahra, once the capital of the Nagaudh chiefs, 
Ufichahra is said to have been founded in A*D. 1489 
on the site of a settlement belonging to the Teli Rajas, 
whose chief towns were Khoh and Naro. The tradition 
connecting it with Khoh goes to strengthen the conjecture 
that the present Unchahra is identical with the old Uch- 
chakalpa, the name having been retained in the vernacular 
on a re-sutlement after it was once deserted. The 
Karitalai inscription records the grant of a village Chhan- 
dapallika in the Nagadeya santaka by Maharaja Jayanatha, 
son of Maharaja Vyaghra and Mahadevi Ajjhitadevi, 
the grandson of Jayasvamin and Ramadevi, the great- 
grandson of Kumaradeva and Jayasvamini, the great- 
great-grandson of Oghadcva and Kumaradevi. The 
Nagadeya santaka mav well be identified with Nagod, as 
proposed by General Cunningham (. Archeological Reports, 
Volume IX, page 12), although Dr. Fleet seems to object 
to it ( Gupta I ascriptions, page 94). Apparently Nagadeya 
is a Sanskritised form of Nagaudh, the original name 
meaning ‘ a Cobra water or pond , 9 like Hasaud, ‘Swan 
water or pond’; Kharaud ^Khiraud), Kshlroda, ‘a Milk 
pondh The village Chhandapallika is not traceable, 

(Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions^ pages 117 ft, ; Cunning- 
ham’s Archaeological Reports, Volume IX, pages 12, 
footnote No, 3.) 


(33) BILAHRI STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE 
RULERS OF CHEDI. 

{Deposited in the .V agpur Museum ,) 

Bilahri is 9 miles from Katni-Murwara, a railway 
station and headquarters of a tahsll. The inscription was 
composed by two authors and maybe divided into two parts. 
The object of the first part is to record ihe erection of 
a Siva temple by queen Nohall, wife of (the Chedi ruler) 
Keyuravarsha, endowing it with (the revenues of) the 
villages Dhangatapataka, Pondi, Nagabala, Khailapataka, 
Vida, Sajjahali and Goshthapall. She also gave the 
villages of Nip§n 5 ya and Ambipataka to a sage. Her 
husband Keyaravarsha is described as a son of Mugdha- 
tunga, who was a son of Kokalladeva, a descendant of 
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Sahasrarjuna or Kartavlrva of the Haihaya tribe belonging 
to the lunar race. Of Kokalladeva it is recorded that 
he put up two unprecedented columns of his fame that is 
supported Krishnaraja in the south and Bhojadeva in the 
north and Mugdhatunga is eulogised as having conquered 
the lines of country by the shore of the eastern sea and 
wrested Pali from the lord of Kosala, 

The second part of the inscription opens with the 
statement that Nohala’s son by Yuvarajadeva was Laksh- 
manaraja, from which it is clear that prince Keyuravarsha 
was surnamecl Yuvarajadeva, He (Lakshmanaraja) made 
over the sacred buildings founded by Nohala to certain 
sages. On his warlike expeditions he is said to have 
reached the^hores of the western ocean and to have 
worshipped Siva at the famous temple of Some^vara or 
Somanatha in Gujarat, and he is also reported to have 
defeated the ruler of Kosala and to have despoiled him of a 
valuable effigy of Kaliya which had been obtained from 
the lord of Odra and which was subsequently dedicated to 
Somegvara by Lakshmanaraja. His son was Sariikara- 
gana, and the younger brother of this prince was 
Yuvarajadeva, Nothing of historical importance is 
recorded of either of these two brothers. In the account 
of sages mentioned in connection with Lakshmanaraja a 
place named Kadambaguha is much praised, and again 
a prince named Avanti is stated to have made over to one 
of the sages a town which was perhaps called Mafctama- 
yura. These and one or two other names occur in an 
inscription found at Ranod. 

The other geographical names mentioned in the 
inscription are Tripuri (Tewar, 6 miles from Jubbulpore), 
Saubhagyapura (Sohagpur, not of Hoshangabad district 
but apparently of Baghelkhand, 2 miles from Sahdol 
Station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway), Lavananagara, 
Durlabhapura, and Vimanapura. The last three have not 
been yet identified. Of the villages which are said to 
have been granted, Pond! is 4 miles north-west of Biiahri 
and Khailapataka is apparently Kailwara, 6 miles east of 
Bilahrl. Dhahgatapataka is probably the present Thanora, 

3 miles north of Biiahri, and Nipanfya may be the present 
Nipania, 10 miles south-west of Biiahri. Lastly, it may be 
noted that at the end of the record there is a curious 
reference to the poet Rgjasekhara who flourished at the 
beginning of the 10th Century A.D, The manner in 
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which his name is mentioned shows tint he must have 
been a poet of great repute about the commencement of the 
1 1 th Century, about which time this record was engraved, 
judging from the characters, as it is undated. 

{Epigraphies. Indica , Volume I, pages 251 ff.) 

(34) JABALPUR COPPER-PLATE OF YASAHKAR- 
NADEVA. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This inscription, originally found by a Tahslldar of 
Sihora, consisted of 2 plates, one of which is lost, but a 
transcript of it, as read bv a Sihora Pandit, is still kept in the 
Nagpur Museum. The inscription refers to king Yasahkarna- 
deva of the Kalachuri dynasty, and giv^s his genealogy from 
Yuvarajadeva, whose son Kokalla was installed king by his 
ministers. His son Gangeyadeva, who bore the title of 
Vikramaditya, is stated to have restored the king of 
Kuntala to his kingdom. He died at Prayaga (Allahabad) 
and war succeeded bv his son Karnadeva, who built a 
temple known as Karna Meru at Kasf (Benares) and 
founded Karnavati (a town now known as Karanabel, 
close to Tdpuri or Tewar). He married a Hona lady 
Avalladevi, whose issue was Ya^ahkarnadeva, whom he 
(Karna) inaugurated as king durin j his own lifetime. The 
lost portion, of which a transcript is kept in the Nagpur 
Museum, 1 ecords the grant of a village named Patinkar, 
in the district of Jaulipattan or Jubbulpore, on Monday, the 
10th of the nark fortnight of Magha, The year has been 
wrongly copied out, but, according to Dr. Kielhorn, the 
details work out to Monday, the 25th December A,D, 1122. 
This is doubtful, and has been discussed in the article on 
Khairha Plates 1 belonging to the same king. 

( Epigraphia Indica , Volume If, page 1.) 


( 35 ) BHERAGHAT STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE 
QUEEN ALHANADEVI. 

{Deposited in the Cabinet of the American Oriental 
Society , New H aven } America) 

Bheragbat, also known as “ Marble Rocks, 7i is a village 
13 miles from Jubbulpore and is a sacred tirtha on the 
Narmada. The inscription refers itself to the reign of 


1 Epigraphia Indica) Volume XII, pages 205 ff. 
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Narasimhadeva, whose mother Alhanadevi, widow of king 
Gayikarnadeva, is recorded to have founded a Siva temple, 
with a Matba or cloister, a hall of study and gardens 
attached to it. Apparently for their maintenance she 
assigned two villages — Namaundl in the jauft pattala , and 
Makarapataka on the right bank of the Narmada. By 
way of introduction a short account of her descent and 
the family into which she was married is given as. below. 
From a prince of the lunar race named Arjuna or Sahasrar- 
juna was descended the king Kokalladeva, From 
him sprang Glngeyadeva who is represented as having 
held in check the Pandyas, Muralas, Kuhgas, Vangas, 
Kalihgas, Kiras and Hunas. Kama’s son was Yasahkarna ; 
who became famous by devastating Champaranya. His 
son Gayakarna married Alhanadevi, a daughter of king 
Vijayasimha (son of Vairisimha who was a son of prince 
Hamsapala, a descendant of the son of Gobhila or Gobbila- 
putra) and his wife Svamaladevi, a daughter of the king 
Udayaditya of Malava. Alhanadevi bore to Gayakarna 
two sons, Narasirhhadeva and Jayasiriihadeva. It would 
thus appear that Alhanadevi came from the Gobhila family 
of Mevad. (See Dynastic List in Duff’s Chronology , 
page 287.) 

The inscription is dated in the (Chedi) year 907 on 
Sunday, the nth of the bright fortnight of Margasirsha 
corresponding to Sunday, the 6th of November 1155 A.D. 

With reference to the geographical names, both 
Makarapataka and Namaun ft are not now traceable, but 
they must have been close to Jaulipattaia which is believed 
to have been the old name of Jubbulpore itself. 

{Epi gr aphia Indica, Volume II, page 7; Journal f 
American Oriental Society , Volume VI, pages 499 — 532 ; 
Dr. Burgess' Memoranda Archaeological Survey of 
Western India , No. 10, pages 107 — 9; Cunningham y s 
Archaeological Reports , Volume IX, pages 91 — 94,) 


(36) KARANABEL STONE INSCRIPTION OF 

jayasimhadeva. 

(Whereabouts not known ; was originally found with a 
stone-cutter!) 

Karanabel, the old Karngvati, is now a deserted 
village adjoining Tewar. This inscription, containing 
25 lines, is incomplete and undated. It does not 
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state what it was intended for, nor does it mention 
the names of the composer and engraver, which in a 
carefully executed inscription like the present one, would 
hardly have been omitted The object was perhaps to 
record the erection of a Siva temple. 

The inscription refers itself to king Jayasirhhadeva 
whose pedigree is traced to Atri, born of Prajapati, the 
lord of creation. From Atri proceeded the moon, whose 
son again was Budha. In the lunar family so founded 
there was the fa nous king Arjuna, The family became 
generally known as Kalachuri, and in it there was born 
the king Yuvarajadeva who conquered all regions and 
dedicated the wealth he took from other kings to the holy 
Somegvara. He begat the king Kokalla, from whom 
sprang Gangeyadeva, His son W3s Karna, who was waited 
upon by the Choda, Kunga, Huna, Gauda, Gurjara and 
Kira princes. His son vas Yasahkarria, whose son Gaya- 
karnadeva married Alhanadev! who bore to him the two 
sons Narasimhadesa and Jayasirhhadeva. (Alhanadev! 
is stated to have been the daughter of king Vijayasirnha, 
the son of king Vairisimha who was a ,son of the king 
HamsapSla in Pragvata and his wife Syatnaladevi, the 
daughter of Udayaditya, king of Dhara.) Narasimhadeva 
ascended the throne after the death of his fath r, and when 
he died his younger brother Jayasirhhadeva took his place 
and was ruling the couutr} when the inscription was 
composed. 

These details closely agree with what is given in 
the 1 Kumbh!, 2 Jubbulpore, and 3 Khairha copper-plates 
and 4 Bheraghat stone inscription of Alhanadev!. 

It may be noted that Yuvarajadeva is represented 
here as worshipper of Somesvara, the famous Somanatha 
of Gujarat, a story which is told also of Lakshmanaraja 
in the 5 Rilahr! inscription. Our inscription incidentally 
mentions the geographical names Pragvata and Dhara 
with whose kings the Kalachuris of Tripurl were related 
by ties of marriage. Ohara is the well-known old name 
of Dhar, but no definite information is available as to 
Pragvata. It is said to have been a town between the 

1 Journal, Bengal Asiatic Society , Volume XXI, page 1 1 6. 

% Epigrctpkia Indica , Volume Ik page 1. 

*Ibid., Volume Xlt, page 205. 

*lbid,, . V olume 1 1 , page 7. 

s Ibid Volume J, page 25a. 
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Ganges and the Yamuna through which Bharata passed 
when returning from the Kekaya country. 

As stated before, this inscription is undated, but con- 
sidering that Narasimhadeva was ruling in A.D. 1159 and 
Vijayasirhhadeva, the son of Jayasirrhadeva, in A.D, 1 1 80, 
it must have been written between A.D, \ 160 and 1180. 

[India?! Antiquary , Volume XVII t, pages 214 ff, ; Cun- 
ningham's Archaeological Reporls ] Volume IX, page 96, 
No. XL) 

(37) JABALPUR KOTWALX COPPERPLATES OF 
JAYASIMHADEVA OF THE KALACHURX YEAR 918. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

The charter records the grant of a village Agara near 
Akharauda on the occasion of a Umar eclipse after bathing 
in the Reva (Narmada) at Tripuri (Tewar) on Sanidina Asvina 
Sudi Purnima of Samvat 918, which regularly corresponds 
to Saturday, the 17th September 1166 a, D. it gives the 
genealogy of the king exactly as it is given in his Karanabel 
stone inscription (No, 36), It is stated that the Turushkas 
(Musalmans), and the Gurjara and Ku;dala kings got fright- 
ened on hearing of his installation on the throne, which 
shows that they were not on good terms with him at that 
time, 

(. Epigmphia Indica ) Volume XX, awaiting publication.) 


(38) TEWAR STONE INSCRIPTION OF GAYAKARNA* 
DEVA OF THE (CHEDI) YEAR 902. 

[Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

Tewar is a village 6 miles from Jubbulpore. The 
inscription refers itself to the reign of the Chedi king 
Gayakarnadeva and records the construction of a Siva 
temple by an ascetic named Bhava Brahrnan and is dated 
in the (Chedi) year 902 on Sunday, the 1st lunar day in the 
bright half of the month Suchi (or Ashadha), correspond- 
ing to Sunday, the 17th June A, D, 1151, 

By way of introduction it is stated that in the go Ira 
of Atri was born a king named Karnadeva, whose son 
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was the king Ya£ahkarna, from whom again sprang the 
ruling king Gayakarnadeva and a wish is expressed that 
this Gayakarna, together with his sor< the Yuvaraja (heir- 
apparent) Narasirftha, may rule the earth for ever. The 
inscription was composed’ by Pr ithvidhara, the son of 
Dharnldhara, and engraved by Mahidhara, the same persons 
who are mentioned in the inscription of AlhanadevI 
of the Chedi year 907. 

{Indian Antiquary , Volume XVIII, pages 2, ,9 ff. 
Cunningham’s Archeological Reports , Volume XI, 
page 90, No. VI.) 


(39) GOPALPUR STONE INSCRIPTION OF 
VIJAYASIMHADEVA. 

( Whereabouts not known,) 

Gopalpur is a village about 10 miles from Jubbulpore. 
The inscription, which is broken, is said to have been 
brought from Karanabel. It records the erection of 
a temple of Vishnu by a private individual, and by way of 
introduction gives an account of the Kalachuri kings from 
Karnadeva to Vijayasimhadeva. The names which occur 
in the record are Sahasrariuna. the progenitor of the Kala- 
churi family, Karnadeva, Yasahkarnadeva, Gayakarnadeva, 
Narasiriihadeva, his hrothef Jayasimhadeva, Gosaladevl 
and Vijayasimhadeva. Gosalade\l, we know from other 
records, was wife of Jayasimhadeva. Since for Vijaya- 
simhadeva we have the dates A, D. 1180 and 1195 the 
inscription must be referred to about the last quarter of the 
1 2th Century A. D. 

( Indian Antiquary , Volume XVIII, pages 218 and 
219; Cunningham’s Archeological Repirts ) Volume IX, 
page 90, No. XV; Journal } Bengal Asiatic Society , 
Volume XXXI, page 1 1 3.) 


(40) KARITALAI STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE REIGN 
OF CHEDI KING L AKSHMAN &RAJA. 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This is a fragmentary inscription found at Karitalai 
29 miles from Murwara. It mentions the names of Yuvar§ja- 
deva and Laksbmanaraja, who may be, without any doubt 

1 Bpigrafhia Indie a, Volume II, pages 16 and 27. 
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identified with Keyfiravarsha-Yuvarajadeva and his son 
Lakshmanaraja, the father of Sarftkaragana of the Bilahri 
inscription ( Epigraphia Indica , Volume I, page 251). 
It is undated, but as it must be older than the Bilahri 
inscription, its date may be fixed between the middle and 
end of the 10th Century A. d. The proper object of the 
inscription is to record the construction of a temple 
dedicated to Vishnu by a minister of the Chedis named 
Somesvara, son ol Bhakamisra, chief minister of Yuvaraja- 
deva, A number of donations by the king Lakshmanaraja 
and his queen are recorded, among which the following 
happen to be villages: Dirghasakhika, probably Dighi, 
6 miles south-east of Karltalai ; and Chakrabradi, or 
Chakadahi, 7 miles south of Kantalai. Challipataka, in the 
district of DhavalaharS, Anatarapata and VatagartikS 
remain unidentified as yet, 

( Epigraphia Indica , Volume II, pages 174 fif., and 
Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports 3 Volume IX, 
page 81.) 


(41) BENARES COPPER-PLATE INSCRIPTION OF 
KARNADEVA. 

(Lost.) 

These plates were found in a well in Benares, but 
they apparently belong to the Jubbulpore district. The 
inscription refers itself to the Chedi king Karnadeva, and 
was issued from his Camp of Victory at Svasaga 1 . It 
records the grant of a village SusI, in the district of what 
reads as Hapathakasibhumi, to a Brahman whose ancestors 
had come from Vtsala. It was on the occasion of the 
annual funeral ceremony of his father Gaiigeyadeva, on 
Saturday, the 2nd lunar day of the dark half of Phalguna, 
that he gave away the village, after bathing in the Veni, 
Dr. Kielhorn was of opinion that the river VenI was the 
Venganga, which rises in the Seoni district and falls into 
the Godavari, and Svasaga should threfore be looked tor on 
its bank. The more plausible identification of Ven! would 
be Triveni of Pray&ga, where Gangeyadeva breathed his 
last and where in the ordinary course the first annual 
obsequial ceremonies may be expected to have been 
performed, 

1 Pandit V. V. Mirashl suggests that this may be a misreading for 
Prayaga and that Vesala may be the famous Vaisall. not very far from 
Allahabad, 
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The inscripticn is dated at the end on Monday, the 
9th of the dark fortnight of Fhalguna of the (Chedi) year 
793> which regularly corresponds to Monday, the 1 8th 
January 1042 A, D., but the date of the; funeral ceremonies, 
if they were performed in the same year, does not correctly 
work out to a Saturday because the 2nd vadi of Phslguna 
fell on a Sunday and not on Saturday. Dr. Kielhorn 
therefore thought that the ceremonies were really performed 
on the 12th December A. D. 1041, when the 2nd tit hi of 
the dark half of Magha fell on a Saturday, and that the 
writer made a mistake in quoting the month of Fhalguna 
instead of Magha. This, however, appears to be very 
conjectural. If a year other than the one noted at the 
end was intended, it would have been given along with the 
tit hi on which the funeral ceremonies wt-re performed. 
What appears to have been the fact is that Karna's father 
Gahgeyadeva died on a dvitiya ; but as the cere- 
monies begin a day 1 earlier in an annual Sraddha (especially 
the first time after the demise), thev were commenced on 
Saturday and continued on Sunday. The writer there- 
fore associated the dnti\d with a Saturday, on which the 
main portion of the ceremonies was performed instead of 
Sunday on which that date actually fell. This would also 
show that it was in 1041 A, D. that Gahgeyadeva died, 
so that the first annual ceremony was performed in 
1042 A. D. Dr. Fleet 2 later on expressed the same 
opinion savin? Gahgeya died on Phalguna vadi 2=22nd 
January 1041, 

The inscription traces the origin' of the Haihayas 
from Kartavfrya, and begins the genealogy with Kokalla- 
deva whose hand granted freedom from fear to Bhoja, 
Vallabharaja, the illustrious Harsha, who is described as 
the sovereign of Chitrakuta, and the king ^arhkargana. 
The first king must be Bhoja of Kanauja, the second 
Krishna II of the Rashtrakuta dynasty, known also as 
Krishna Vallabha, the third the Chandella Harshadeva, the 
predecessor of Ya'sovarman, and the fourth Samkaragana of 
Kasia in the United Pi ovinces of Agra and Oudh, Our 
inscription further tells us that Kokalla married Nattadevi 


1 See Dharma Sindhu Parichheda III, Uttarardha under Shau- 
raasika vicharah, where the following occurs: Mddkavas tu una shanmdv- 
sikam updbdikaflcha mfitdhdt purvvdyuh kdryyam. 

? See Epigraphia Indica, Volume XI, page 146. 
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of the Chandella family, who bore to him a son named 
Prasiddhadhavala, and that this prince had two sons who 
reigned one after another, Balaharsha and his younger 
brother Yuvarajadeva. According to Rilahri inscription 
(No* 33), Kokalla was succeeded by his son Mugdhatunga, 
and his son again was Keyuravarsha-Yu vara jadeva. It is 
therefore clear that Prasiddhadhavala and Mugdhatunga 
were identical, and that Yuvarajadeva and KeyQravarsha 
are one and the same person. The next three kings 
mentioned in the plates are Yuvarajadeva's son Laksh- 
manaraja and his two sons Samkaraganadeva and his 
younger brother Yuvarajadeva II. The last was succeeded 
by his son Kokalhideva II, he by his son Gangeyadeva, 
and he again by his son Karnadeva who issued the grant. 

[Epigraphia Indica, Volume II, pages 297 ff, ; Asiatic 
Researches , Volume IX, page 108 ; Cunningham's Archaeolo- 
gical Reports , Volume IX, pages $2 ff.) 


(42) KUMBHI COPPER-PLATE. 

{Deposited with the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta , 
now missing .) 

Kumbhi is a village 35 miles north-east of Jubbulpore. 

This inscription refers itself to the Kalachuri king 
Vijayasimha and records the grant of a village Choralavf 
in the Sambala pattald by the queen-mother Gosaladevi 
after bathing in the Narmada river. The charter was 
issued from Tripuri or Tewar, the capital of the Kalachuris. 
The genealogy of the Kalachuris is given here exactly as 
in the Jabalpur Copper-pUte (No. 34) up to Yasahkarna- 
deva, after whom his son Gayakarna and his son Narasimha- 
deva are mentioned. The latter's brother was Jayasirhba, 
whose coronation frightened Gurjara, Kuntala and 
Turushka (Musaltnau) kings* His son was the ruling king 
Vijayasimha, the heir-apparent^ being Ajayasimha. The 
charter is dated in the Kalachuri year 932, corresponding 
to 1180 A.D. Neither the village Choralayl nor the 
pattald Sambala are traceable in the Jubbulpore district 
village lists. 

C Journal } Bengal Asiatic Society , Volume XXXI 
pages hi ff, t and Volume VIII, pages 481 ff.) 1 
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(43) TEWAR STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE REIGN 
OF JAYASIMHADEVA. 

( Deposited in tin Cabinet nfthe American Oriental Society } 
New Haven } America.) 

This inscription refers itself to the^reign of Jayasirhha- 
deva and records the erection of a Siva temple by one 
Kesava Nayaka, a resident of Sikha in Malavaka or Mala- 
va, Jayasimhadeva is stated to have been the younger 
brother of Narasirhhadeva, son of Gayakarnadeva. The 
record is dated in the Chedi year g 23 on Sunday, the 6th 
of the bright half of Sravana, corresponding to 3rd July 
1177 A. D, 

(. Epigraphia lndica i Volume II, pages 17-18; 
Journal , American Oriental Society , Volume Vi, pages 
512-13; Dr. Burgess’ Memoranda of Archaeological Survey 
of Western India, No, to, page no; and Cunningham’s 
Archaeological Reports , Volumne IX, pa^es 95-96.) 


( 44 ) BHERAGHAT CHAUNSATH JOGINI TEMPLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

In the Chaunsath Jogini cloister at Bhedaghat a 
number of Yoginis are enshrined with their names in- 
scribed on the pedestals as given below. It will be seen 
that there are more than 64 niches in the cloister for 
holding the Joginis (Yoginis). In Chapter 62 of the 
Kalika Purana, as also in Durgapuja Paddhati, complete 
lists of Yoginis, with 64 names are given, but only 24 
names in the two books are identical. 1 he Bbedaghat 
names differ still further. Only six agree with those of the 
Kalika Purana and five with the Durgapuja Paddhati. It 
appears very difficult to say which list is reliable : — 

(1) Ridhali-devi, with lion as her cognizance. 

(2) Goddess with a bell — Inscription lost. 

(3) J atharava-devi , with a bird as her cognizance . 1 

(4) Ganesa figure placed in the niche. No 

'inscription. 

1 Not traceable in Cunningham’s lists given in his Archaeological 
Reports, Volume IX, pages 63 and 64. R# D, Banerji records the 
inscription as illegible. 
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(5) A dancing female with a peacock to her left — 

Inscription lost. 

(6) Ahakhala on a lotus-throne attended by 

several females one of whom is Sarasvatl. 

(7) Pztgala , with a bird as her cognizance. 

(8) S banditti, with a horse as her cognizance. 

(9) Teratnava} , a beautiful image of Mahishasura 

mardint with 18 hands. 

(to) Inscription lost 

(11) Niladamhara , with lotus throne on Garuda * 

(12) Pandavl 1 2 3 , with a. male demon at the base of 

the statue. 

(13) Inscription lost, 

(14) Inscription lost A dancing female with an 

elephant— Said to be of Kushana period. 

(15) Yamuna , with a tortoise on the base. 

(16) Inscription lost. 

(17) Omtara 2 * , holds sword in one hand. 

(18) Inscription lost. Has an antelope as a cog- 

nizance. 

(19) Jdmbavait 4 . 

{20) Khemukhi* > with a parrot (?) as her cog- 
nizance. 

(21) Thirachitta. Another inscription on the 

pedestal is worn. 

(22) SarvvatomukJii with tantric emblem of crossed 

triangles. 

(23) Mamdodari , with clasped hands in adoration, 

(24) Vdrahi, with boar’s head. 

(25) Vrbhatsd } wearing a garland of skulls and 

having a demon prostrate under the throne 
and two pretas (goblins) as attendants. 


1 Cunningham read it as Teranta . 

2 Banerji read it as Padami. 

3 Cunningham read it as Auvaga and Banerji as Kurard, 
* Banerji read it as Jaimarn. 

Banerji read it as K hem akin. 
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(26) Nandini, with a lion at the bottom. 

(27) Rkadt l } with four heads and an antelope as 

a cognizance. 

(28) Inscription lost. 

(29) Amtakari wearing a mukuta or diadem 

adorned with human skulls, seated on a ram. 
This is the female form of Yama, who rides 
on a ram. 

(30) Randjirdy with an elephant. 

(31) Kamada with a four handed woman playing 

on a vtnd in trout. 

(32) Jhashini 2 3 * 5 riding on a rnakara . 

(33) Simhaszmhd , vith a prostrate male under 

the throne, 

(34) T hakim, on the back of a camel-like animal. 

(35) Virendri, with a horse under her seat and 

a prostrate demon in front. 

(36) Phanendri * , with a canopy formed by five 

cobras over the head and a prostrate 
bearded person in front. 

(37) Inscription lost, 

(38) Kshattradharmniiniy with a diadem adorned 

with human skulls and riding on a boar-like 
animal. 

(39) Satendra-savara^y riding a bull, 

(40) Bhishaniy wearing a garland of skulls with 

a Rakshasa lying in front. 

(41) Vaishnaviy seated on Garuda . 

(42) Inscription lost. 

(43) DhaddharP y on an elephant. 

(44) Ghamtdliy riding a bull. (The inscription has 

been engraved twice.) 


1 Cunningham read it as Bhuri and Banerji as Erudt , 

2 Cunningham read it as Rikshini and Banerji as Rufiiin. 

3 Cunningham read it as Dhanendri . 

* Cunningham read it as Sataun Samara , Bloch as S&tatir 
Savard and Banerji as Satanu Sahara. 

5 Cunningham and Bloch read as Jkaifk ar i, 
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(45) Sdkini with a bird on pedestal 

(46) Jahd 2 011 a peacock with a kalasa in her 

right hand turned upside down. 

(47) Lu'igini* ) on Garuda . 

{48) Inscription lost. 

(49) Darppahdri , on a lion and wearing human 
skulls. 

(50J Vathdhant on a lotus throne. 

(51) Dakini , clad in lion’s skin with a demon lying 

prostrate below. 

(52) Jdnhavi % an image of Ganga on a makata . 

(53) Gandhari , a winged female deity riding 

a horse with female musicians playing on 
the Vina . 

(54I Ritsmada 4 riding a peculiar animal with the 
body of a boar and head and manes of a lion 
and hands of a human being. 

(55) Deddarr 5 riding a caparisoned horse. 

(56) Lampcitd , with eight hands and riding a peculiar 

animal having the beak of a bird and the 
body of a tortoise. A demon lies prostrate 
at the base. 

(57) Nalini , with a bull reclining at the base. 

(58) Utldld ) on a bull. 

(59) Ehgini G (? reading of inscription uncertain), 

with a bull. 

(60) Inscription illegible. The Goddess is probably 

Zndrdni , with an elephant (the vdhana of 
Indra) on the base. 

(61) inscription missing. 

(62} Gakani 7 , with a ram lying under her feet. 

(63) Indrajdliy with an elephant under her feet. 

(64) Thdni , with a vtna ) seated on rocks. 

1 Banerji read as Tkikkini. 
s Cunningham read as Uhd . 

3 Cunningham *ead as Doggini and Banerji as Rahgini . 

* Bloch read it as Jhathdmdld . 

5 Bloch read it as Dufarz. 

6 Cunningham read as Gdhggini and Banerji as Jhahzin u 

7 Bloch read it as Ehani » 
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(65) Isvariy seated on a lotus throne with a bull 

(Nandi) lying under her feet. 

(66) Name of image missing. On the edge of a 

lotus seat, a mutilated inscription begins 
with Brdhmanct Kzilaprasil Dhamona 
vasudha rdjapa?i(iita s 

^67) Inscription missing. 

(68) Hamsini , with a bird (hamsa) standing in 

front of her seat. 

(69) Padmahamsd 1 seated on a lotus, 

(70) Tapaniy 2 with a caparisoned horse standing 

at the base. 

(71) Takdri , 3 seated on a lion. 

(7 2) Mahesvariy with a bull, the vdhana of 

S iva or M ahesvara , whose female counter- 
part the image represents. 

(73) Brahmdni with the hamsa , the vahma of 

Brahma. An attendant holds a vina* 

(74) A ingint) the counterpart of Ganesa, who with 

an elephant's head, holds up the left knee 
of the Goddess with his left hand. 

(75) Anaya \? reading uncertain), 4 with an 

attendant holding a vind , 

(76) Chati(likd> The image represents an ema- 

ciated, ugly looking female dancing upon the 
bcdy of a prostrate male figure of youthful 
appearance, and attended by nine pretas or 
demons. 

(77) Ajitd , with a lion below. 

(78) ChhattvasamvaYd , with a small horse standing 

below. 

In the centre of the cloister there is a temple dedi- 
cated to Gacrisankara. At the entrance there is a stone let 
into the wall with an inscription to the effect that Gosala- 
devf, Queen of the Maha r ajadhiraja Vijayasirhlia, daily 

1 Bloch read it as Padmahastd. 

3 > Bloch read it as Nayctni and Cunningham as Jayanu 

* Cunningham read it as Tahkdtt, 

* Cunningham read it aa Anandd' 
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bowed ( f o the God inside). This Vijayasimha is certainly 
the Kalachuri king of Tripuri (Tewar). His son Ajaya- 
simha is also mentioned. 

(Dr. Bloch’s Conservation Note on Bheraghat, and 
Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume IX, pages 
60 ff. The Haihayas of Tripuri and their monuments 
by R. D. Banerji, pages 79 ff.) 

(45) DHUANDHARKUSHAN INSCRIPTIONS. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Two statues of Kushana period were found near the 
famous waterfall of the Narmada river at Bheraghat, 
known as Dhuadhar, 14 miles from Jubbulpore. The 
inscriptions on them show that they were installed by the 
daughter of king Bhuvaka or Bhumaka about two thousand 
years ago. The heavy statues when being removed to the 
D&k bungalow were both broken and after lying for 
several years uncared for are now deposited in the Nagpur 
Museum. The inscriptions are defaced and hence partly 
illegible. 

(Director General of Archaeology’s Report for 1918-19, 
page 33, and Hiralal’s Jubbulpore Jyoti , page 162.) 


(46) CHHOTI DEORI STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Chhoti Deor! alias Deori Maclha is a village 1 4 miles 
from Katni-Murwara. The record is in old characters 
belonging # to about the 9th Century A. D., and mentions 
a name Srisankaragana in line 5. The rest is not 
clear. Compare No. 84. 

(Cousens’ Progress Report , 190^, page 54, and 

Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume XXI, page 
* 59 ) 


(47) BAHURI 3 AND JAIN STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Bahuriband is 43 miles from Jubbulpore. On the 
pedestal of a huge Jaina statue (over 12 feet high) there is 
an inscription recording the erection of a temple of 
Santinatha during the reign of the king Gayakaranadeva. 
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It also mentions one Maha-Samantadhipati Golhanadeva 
of the R^shtrakuta lineage who appears to have been 
a local chief during whose rule the temple was built. 
Gayakarna was a Kalachuri king reigning at Tewar in the 
middle of the 12th Century A.D,, to which period the 
characters of the record belong. 

(Cousens' Progress Report , 1904, pages 35 and 54 ff. 
and Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports ) Volume iX, 

Page 40.) 


B,— UNIMPORTANT INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(48) KARITALA 1 INSCRIPTION OF THE REIGN OF 
VIRARAMADEVA. 

(In situ.) 

The inscription refers to the reign of Maharaja 
Viraramadeva of the Uehahadanagara, which is the 
same as Uchahra or Uhchahra, 31 miles to the north of 
Karltalai. The record is dated in Samvat 1452 or A.D. 
* 355 ' It appears to be a record of a Sati. 

(Cunningham's Archaeological Reports ) Volume IX, 
page 153.} 


(49) TEWAR VAJRAPANI STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

(In possession ofThdkur Kirtibhdnu Rai ) Mdlgusdr of 
Htrapur ( Bandhd ), 5 miles from Tewar.) 

On the pedestal of an image the Buddhist creed 
“ Ye dharmahetu Prabhavd } etc is inscribed followed by 
a longer inscription beginning with the name of 
Vajrapani. 

(Cunningham's Archaeological Rcports } Volume IX, 
page 58.) 


(50} BHERAGHAT TARA INSCRIPTION. 
(Deposited inside the Chaunsatk Jogini cloister,) 

Inside the GauriSankara temple in the middle of 
Chaunsath Jogini cloister, there was an idol of Tara with 
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the Buddhist formula inscribed on it. It was thown out 
when it was recognized as a Buddhist idol. It created a 
sensational history for it, when it was taken to Calcutta in 
1926. It has now come back again and placed in the 
compound of the cloister. 


(51) TILWARAGHAT TARA INSCRIPTION. 

(. Deposited in the y a gbur Museum ,) 

Tilwaraghat is a village on the banks of the 
Narmada, 9 miles from Jubbulpore. Here an idol of Tara 
was found with the Buddhist formula inscribed on it. 


(52) GOPALPUR BUDDHIST STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum ,) 

Three of the five Buddhist images found at Gopalpur, 
10 miles from Jubbulpore, by the late Pandit Nate§a 
Aiyar contain the usual Buddhist formula, while one of 
them records also the name of the gift-maker DenuvS, a 
gate-keeper of one Satka, son of a great lay worshipper 
Subhakta Kayastha. Denuva belonged to the MahaySna 
school. The characters and technique indicate that the 
idols belong to the nth or 12th Century A. D. 

(. Epigraphia Indica > Volume XVIII, pages 73 and 
74, and Hirala Vs Jubbulpore Jyoti } page 141.) 


(53) TEWAR FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION. 

(Whereabouts not known,) 

This inscription 10 "x 7" is fragmentary and con- 
tains the name of a king Bhimapala and of two places, vis,, 
Tripuri and Simhapuri. Tripun is the present Tewar 
but Simhapuri cannot be identified, as there are several 
villages of that name. 

(Indian Antiquary , Volume XX, page 85.) 

(54) TEWAR JAIN IMAGE INSCRIPTION. 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

On the pedestal of an image on a black stone a date 
in the Kalachuri era is mentioned. 
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(55) TEWAR TANK TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS* 

{In situ,) 

In the temple inside Balasagara tank at Tewar there 
are some inscribed broken images, one of which mentions 
Vlranandi and another a woman named Soma, who daily 
bowed to that image. 

(56) TEWAR BAULI INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

A big step-well which was filled up for ages was 
accidentally found. There is a small inscription on one of 
its step stones which appears to be some personal name. 


(57) FRAGMENTARY BILAHRI INSCRIPTION, 

[In situ.) 

In the compound of Vishnu Varaha temple where a 
number of sculptures have been collected by the Archaeolo- 
gical Department, there is a fragment of a big thick stone 
containing a long inscription of two lines parts of which 
are gone. It invokes Bhagavan Damodara called Sala- 
grama and speaks about certain taxes and mentions 
Tripuri Sthlna and VilvavapI Sthana as witnesses. 
Apparently Bilahri’s old name was VilvavapI. 

(58) KHAJURI MEMORIAL INSCRIPTION. 

[In szfu.) 

Khajuri alias Kulhua h 4 miles from Katnb 
Murwara. A memorial stone dated in Samvafc 1354 (A. D. 
1297) states that one Banaphara Holahju fell in Khajuri 
virakshetra (battle field). He was a younger brother of 
a Raja named Vasumitra, evidently belonging to the 
Banaphara clan of Kshatriyas, who are known £S most 
intrepid warriors — a clan to which Alha and Ddala belonged, 
whose songs of valour are now sung with the greatest 
enthusiasm. 


(59) SUNAHRA STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Sunahra is 12 miles from Kafcni-Murwara, On the 
pedestal of Mahavira's statue a record dated in Samvat 
‘ *393 ( A * O. 1336}’ mentions the name of Mabarajgdhiraja 
• Mudringad^va, whose son was Satr.di* 
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(do) KHAMARIA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

[In situ,) 

Khamaria in the Bakal tract is 53 miles from Jubbulpore. 
The original inscription which is now broken into, two 
pieces contained nine lines praising the Pinakapani (Siva) 
whose temple referred to as Prdsdda or Surdlaya was 
built on a tank, where one piece of the inscription lies. 
The second fragment is on a bdvalt or step-well close by. 

(61) JABALPUR STONE PRASASTI OF JAYA- 
SIMHADEVA OF THE CHEDI YEAR 926. 

[Deposited in thz Nagpur Museum .) 

This is a pretty big record, but is too much defaced to 
yield any useful information. It givesthe date 926 both 
in words and figures, and refers to the reign of Jayasiriiha- 
deva, apparently the Kalachuri king of Triputi. The 
date evidently belongs to the Kalachuri era, and is equiva- 
lent to A, D. 1174, which within the reign of that 

king as ascertained from other records. 

{Indian Antiquary , Volume XVIII, page 210, footnote, 
Kielhorn's Lists of Inscriptions of Northern India , 
’No, 419, footnote 4.) 


(62) BARGAON KALACHURI INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

Bargaon is 27 miles from Katni-Murwara. The 
longest record here contains 13 lines, each 5 feet long, and 
is written in characters in which Kalachuri records belong- 
ing to about the 10th Century A.D. are written. It is 
lying in front of the malguza'r house, and is so weather- 
worn that it is altogether unintelligible. 

An inscription 3 feet long and one foot broad, belong- 
ing to the same period as above, was removed by 
Mr. McMinn, Deputy Commissioner of Jubbulpore, about 
the year 1887. Its whereabouts are not known. General 
Cunningham in the 1st line read the words “ Vigraha 
Chedi”and in the 10th line “ Kalachuri nripa } \ It is 
certain therefore that the record belonged to the Kalachuri 
kings of Chedi. 

(Cunnigham's Archaeological Reports , Volume XXI, 
page 165.) . . . 
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(63) BARGAON SIVA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ I) 

This inscription apparently records a gift to (a temple 
of) Sankara Narayana, enjoining that whosoever mis- 
behaves shall be guilty of killing a Brahmana. The 
record is mutilated and does not show the exact nature of 
the gift. There is no date on it, but the characters appear 
to belong to the 8th or 9th Century A.D, 


(64) SIMRA PAVILION INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Simraisio miles from Katni-Murwara, In a stone 
built into the plinth of a pavilion there is a record in 
characters of the 1 ith Century A. D. mentioning the name 
of king Karna, a Kalachuri king who ruled at Tripurl or 
Tewar. It is fixed upside down indicating that it was 
brought from elsewhere and built into the plinth. 

( Jubbulpore District Gasetteer , page 185.) 

(65) KUGWAN FRAGMENTAY STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Kugwan is about 13 miles from Katm*Murwar&. 
A record in old characters gives the name of one Ummada- 
deva from Kanyakubja. This seems to be the same 
pilgrim who recorded his name on the Tigwan temple. 
The characters of the Kugwan record appear to belong to 
the same age, i.e,, the 8th Century A. D, 


{ 66 ) NANHWARA SLAB. 

{In MurwdrdI) 

This stone, apparently brought from Nanhwara, 19 miles 
north-east of Murwara, lay for some time in £he tahsii 
office, whence it was removed by a tahsii peon to his own 
house and used as a floor stone. It mentions one Raja 
Sabhssimhadeva and also the name of the village Nanh- 
w&r 5 in Pargana Maihar. Sabhasirnhadeva appears 
to have been a local chief, probably residing at Nanhwarl 
which is believed to have been an ancient town. Maihar, 
now the capital of a Feudatory State, is not very far away 
from there. 
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(67) CHANDANAKHERA DOOR-STONE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ,) 

Chandanakhera is 48 miles from Jubbulpore, A door 
lintel lying near the pond of Chandanakhera mentions the 
name of Mudhingadeva, who is possibly identical with the 
king mentioned in the Sunahra inscription (No. 59) as the 
date 1303 A. D, of the former fits in well with that of the 
latter. 


(68) KHALARI STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ,) S 

Khalarl is 34 miles from Jubbulpore. On the pedes- 
tal of a statue the name of Maharajadhiraja Bhumirana 
is mentioned. 

(HiralaVs Jubbulpore Jyoti ) page 144.) 


(69) MAJHGAVAN STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ,) 

Majhgavan is 37 miles from Jubbulpore, An inscrip- 
tion here mentions a Pasnpatacharya or the preceptor of 
Pa£upata pantha, which the Kalachuri kings of Tripuri 
followed. 


(70) TOLA STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ.) 

1 oia is 35 miles from Jubbulpore. It is close to 
Dairaapur of which it apparently formed a quarter. A 
damaged inscription on the pedestal of a statue lying at 
the village-well gives the Kalachuri date 907 equivalent 
to 1155 while at UmariaPan close by another stone 

mentions a still earlier date 821 = 1069 A.D, 

(71) KARITALAI JAIN STATUE INSCRIPTIONS. 

[In situ,) 

Among the ruins at Kgritalai some five Jain statues 
give the names of persons dedicating those images. Thus 
two n ention Devabhadra and his wife Yalomati, and the 
remaining three Jainchandra, Satyachandra and YasodharS 
respectively. 
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(72) BIJAYARAGHOGADH PILLAR INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

Bijayaraghogadh is 20 miles from Murwara A pillar 
inscription here records the presentation of Fly-whisk 
Banner and Club in Samvat 1154 (A.D. 1097) at the instance 
of Thakur Maharaja Magadhadeva. 


(73) GHANIA STONE INSCRIPTION. 

(j In situ,) 

Ghania near Kfinda is 43 miles from Jubbulpore. 
A broken stone here bears a name in Gupta characters. 
There used to be a temple,- which is now destroyed, but 
in the neighbouring village Kflnda a flat roofed temple of 
of the Gupta period still exists. 

174) KARITALAI SHELL LETTER INSCRIPTION. 

{In Sttu,) 

At Karitalai there is a small inscription in shell 
characters, whit h could not be deciphered. The letters 
resemble those found in the Silahara 1 caves in the Rewa 
State not very far from Karitalai, 


(75) KARITALAI DEVI MADHIA INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

A record of 13 lines praises the enshrined deity 
and a line running throughout the margin mentions the 
reign of Laks imanaraiadeva in the Kalachuri year 693 
(a.D. 941)) when one Prasannaditya of the Ghaja or 
Ghata family composed it. 

(76) GARHA INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ*) 

At Garha which is 2 miles from Jubbulpore there are 
four inscriptions on a tank giving the names of the builders 
of the ghats and temples thereon with dates, the earliest 
being 1766 A.D, 

I. This place w<*s visited bj the author in company of the Govern- 
ment Epigraphist for India (Pandit Hirananda Sastri, m.a., m o.l.) on 
24th January 1928 and following days. Besides the writing in Shell 
characters there is a record of the maker of the cave in Brahmi characters 
about 2,000 years old. This vests Karitalai with a great antiquity. 
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(77) WARRIOR MEMORIALS. 

{In situ.) 

At Kerb aii Piparia near Bahurlband a stone dated in 
1309 A.D., represents two persons fighting with bows 
and arrows. The memorial was raised for a Khangar, 
who apparently was killed in the fight. At Kunda not 
very far away a horseman is carved on a stone with the 
name Raje§rl KumSra Sardarasitnha. Another stone at 
DehtS close by represents a figure holding a bow in one hand 
and a scimitar in the other, with the name Bhamiputra 
Bhancja inscribed below and dated in 1299 A.D. 


(78) SATI RECORDS. 

[In situ.) 

The district contains a number of Sati records, several 
of which are dated and give the names of ruling chiefs. 
One at Simra is dated in Samvat 1355 (A.D. 1298). 
Another of a Kumhara (potter) couple at Bartara bears 
Samvat 1357 or 1300 A.D. and mentions Vaghadeva as 
the ruling chief, as do two others of Kayasthas at Pa tan, 
dated in 1304 and 1305 A.D., respectively, and one at 
Chandanakhera is dated in r 1306 A.D. There are two 
Sati stones at Majhgavan, one of which is dated in 1303 
A.D. and another of a Mahara in 1347 A.D, At 
Daimapur the memorial of a Kurmi Sati bears the date 
1345 A.D. Two at Amoda dated in 1502 and 1537 A.D. 
refer themselves to the reign of the Gond Raja Prema 
Sahi alias Prema Narayana and the third dated in 1602 
A.D. to that of Hridaya Sahi. One of the Bahurlband 
Sati memorials is dated in 1681 A.D. and another in 1684 
A.D. These records furnish very useful information for 
re-constructing the local history and require a further 
research, which is likely to bring to light many more lying 
obscure in out-of-the-way villages. 

(Cunningham's Archeological Reports , Volume XXI, 
page jo 1, and Volume IX, page 39; Nelson’s Jubbulpore 
District Gazetteer , pages 328, 342 and 385 ; HiralaFs 
Jubbulpore Jyoti i pages 116, 143, 149, 153, 165 and 178. 
Epigraphia Indtca , Volume XVI, page 11, footnote.) 
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SAUGOR DISTRICT. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(79) ERAN STONE INSCRIPTION OF SAMUDRAGUPTA. 

( Deposited in the Calcutta Indian Museum .) 

Eran is a village n miles from Khurai, a station on 
the G. I. P. Railway, Out of 5 inscriptions found there, 
the one named above refers to the Early Gupta king 
Samudragupta, one of the most accomplished and ener- 
getic monarchs who ever graced an Indian throne. This 
inscription seems to have been recorded in his old age 
after he had made himself a paramount power in India, 
and went about in the company of his sons and sons 1 
sons. The record is mutilated and fragmentary, but it states 
that in Airakina, the city of his own enjoyment, something 
had been set up for the sake of augmenting his own fame* 
This something was apparently the temple of Vishnu, 
whose colossal figure still stands on the spot. Airikina is 
identified with Eran, and is believed to derive its name 
from the eraka grass known in vernacular as gondald % 
which profusely grows by the sides of rivers, especially 
of the Bina on whose bank it is situated. 

(Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions , page 18 ; Cunningham's 
Archaeological Reports i Volume X, page 89.) 


(80) ERAN STONE PILLAR INSCRIPTION OF 
BUDHAGUPTA. 

(In situ.) 

This inscription refers itself to the reign of Budhagupta 
and records the erection of a “ Flag Staff ” of the God 
Vishnu by a Maharaja named Matri Vishnu and his younger 
brother Dhanya Vishnu, and is dated in the Gupta year 165 
on the 1 2th lunar day of the bright fortnight of Ashadlia 
(June-July), corresponding to A.D, 484-485, while Budha- 
gupta's feudatory Surasmichandra was governing the 
country lying between the river Kalindi or the Jamuna and 
the Narmada. 

# (Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions , page 88 ; Journal , Bengal 
Asiatic Society , Volume VII, page 633, Volume XXX, pages 
17 ff., and Volume XXXI, page 127 note ; Cunningham's 
Archaeological Reports } Volume X, page 82.) 
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(8j) ERAN STONE BOAR INSCRIPTIONS OF 
TORAMANA. 

(In situ.) 

This record, which is carved on the chest of a colossal 
statue of the Boar incarnation of Vishnu, refers itself to the 
reign of Toramana, and is dated in the first year of his 
reign on the luth day of Phalguna, without any further 
specification. It records the budding of a temple on which 
the Boar stands by Dhanya Vishnu, the younger brother of 
the deceased Matri Vishnu, the same referred to in No. 53. 
The mention of Matri Vishnu as deceased is of importance 
as showing that Toramana c >mes shortly after Budhagupta, 
in whose time Matri Vishnu then alive, set up a column. 
Toramana was a king of the Mihira tribe or clan among 
the Hunas, and the father of Mihirkula who totally extir- 
pated the Early Guptas. 

^Fleet’s Gtpta Inscriptions , paee 158; Journal , 
Bengal Astatic Society , Volume VII, pages 631 ff., and 
Volume XXX, pages 20 ff.) 


(82) ERAN SMALL BOAR STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ .) 

A statue of the Boar incarnation, apparentlv belong- 
ing to the group of ruins where the colossal Boar stands 
and now removed to a private house in the Eran village, 
bears a small inscription living two names, vzs^ Mahesadatta 
and Varahadatta, apparently two brothers who caused the 
statue to be made. The name Varahadatta (gift of the Boar) 
is significant as indicating that his parents considered 
him to be a gift given by the colossal Varaha and 
named him accordingly. It was probably as a thanks- 
giving that this smaller statue was made by the two 
brothers in imitation of the dedications made by the 
two brothers Matri Vishnu and Dhanya Vishnu who 
were local chiefs and could erect temples and statues 
on a grander scale than the Datta brothers. The 
characters of this record belong to the same period as 
those of the pillar and big Boar inscriptions, that is 
the 5th Century a d. 

(Cunningha?n’s Archaeological Reports , Volume X, 
pages 87 ff t ) 
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(83) ERAN POSTHUMOUS STONE PILLAR INSCRIP- 
TION OF GOPARAJA. 

[In situ.) 

This inscription is carved on a pillar afterwards 
turned into a lingam } and records that in company 
of a powerful king named Bhanugupta, a noble named 
Goparaja, came to the place where the pillar was 
set up and fought a battle, that Goparaja was killed 
and that his wife cremated herself on his funeral pyre. 
It is dated in the Gupta year i g i (a,d. 510-511) on the 
jth lunar day of the dark fortnight and solar day of 
Sravana (July-August) and is one of the two oldest 
Sati records in these Provinces, if not in India. 
Bhanugupta is the last known king of the Early Gupta 
Dynasty. Goparaja is stated in the inscription as the 
daughter's son of a Sarabha king, 

(Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions , page gi, and Cunning- 
ham's Archeological Reports , Volume X, pages 89 ff.) 


(84) SAUGOR ARTILLERY MESS GARDEN INSCRIPTION. 

[In situ.) 

This record on a sculpture mentions^ Parama 
bhattdrka M ahar a jadhirdj a Paramesvara Sri Sankara 
ganadeva meditating on the feet of P . M . P. Vagliaraja(?) 
and appears to be the oldest Kalachuri ^record yet found 
to which its characters testify. This Sahkaragana may 
be identified with the son 1 of Kokalladeva (I) belonging 
to the 4th quarter of the 9th Century A.D. His other 
name was Ranavigraha 2 , He appears to be identical 
with the king of the same name mentioned in No. 46. 
Characters of '"both the inscriptions belong to the 
same period. 


(85) RAHATGADH STONE INSCRIPTION OF 
JAYASIMHADEVA. 

( Whereabouts not known.) 

Rahatgadh is 24 miles from Saugor. A stone inscrip- 
tion was found in the fort there. It was a record of 
Maharajadhiraja Jayasimhadeva of Dhara dated in 

1 Epigrctphia Indicci) Volume II, page 304 , and Duff’s Chronology, 
pages 79-S0. 

2 Ibid . 
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Samvafc 1312, Monday, the 7th of the bright fortnight of 
Bhadrapada, corresponding to Monday, the 28th August 
A.D. 1256. It mentioned the name of Uparahacja masala 
which remains unidentified as yet. 

{Indian Antiquary , Volume XX, page 84, and 
Cunningham's Archaeological Reports ^ olume X, page 31.) 


(86) KHURAI COPPER-PLATE. 

{In the possession of the Mahant of the Khurai Temple .) 

Khurai is a tahsil headquarters, 33 miles from 
Saugor, The plate is a sanad given by Dlwan 
Achalasirbha granting a village Jagadf&apura in pargand 
Gadhola, sarhdY Alamglrapura, in subah Malwa, and is dated 
in Samvat 1858 on Sudi 6 of the Kuwar month, correspond- 
ing to the year i8oi‘A,D. Jagadifpura is 2 miles from 
Khurai and Gadhola is 9 miles. Alamglrapura is a name 
which was imposed On Bhiisa during Aurangzeb's rule. 


B,— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS, 

(87) SAUGOR BUNDELI INSCRIPTION. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This is a unique record written in the dialect of 
Hindi spoken in Bundelkhand with a set purpose to oust 
the deeendants of Raja Udota*singha from the Orchha 
throne by casting reflections on their legitimacy and by 
praising Raja Anrudha^singha (Aniruddha simha) belonging 
to the collateral branch of the same family ruling at 
Chanderf, where the record was prepared apparently at 
the instance of the Chancier! Raja referred to above with 
a view to secure the \jTchh% gaddt for himself. The record 
is dated Chanderf, the 9th Magha Sudi Samvat 1826, 
which corresponds to the 15th February 1769 A.D. The 
slab was found buried in the compound of the Swedish 
Mission Carpentry School at Saugor, which formed part 
of the Chander! Raj in those days. 

{Ndgart Prachdri?ii Patrihd of Benares, Volume VIII, 
New Series, pages 395 ff.) 
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(88) KARONDA TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

Karonda is a railway station 13 miles from Bing 
and 60 from Saugor. In an old temple there is a 
record of 39 lines dated in Samvat 5473 (A.D. 1416) 
during the reign of Gayasdin Khalchf giving the genealogy 
of a Kasar (Bell-metal worker) family apparently the 
builder of the temple and the names of a number of 
Brahmans before whom the installation ceremony was 
evidently performed. On a side of this stone there are 
about nine lines more, which are too much defaced to be 
made out. Another bit contains about 26 lines which 
are also illegible* 


(89) KHIMLASA PERSIAN AND ARABIC INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ ,) 

There are i2 inscriptions in these languages at 
Khimlgsg. In the Pafijplr Darggli inside the fort there are 
five inscriptions three of which on 1 he tombs are in Arabic 
and are mere quotations from the Qurgn. The remaining 
two in Persian are on the gateway and have been seriously 
damaged while making holes for putting shutters on the 
door. They apparently give the names of the builder and 
the ruling king. Two others on the fort are quotations 
from the Quran. 

The inscription on the door of a Kotwgris house 
records the construction of a garden, a masjid , and a park 
by Ahmad Khan Afghgn Bahadur Khuraishizai in the 
year H. 914 (A.D. 1508). 

The Idggh inscription records its construction in the 
reign of Aurangzeb by Shaik Junaid and that on the 
masjid states that it was built in A.H, 980 (A.D. 1572). 

The record in Arabic and Hindi near a temple is 
illegible. The date appears to be Samvat 1547 or 
A.D. 1490. 


90) DHAMONI PERSIAN INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Dhgmonf is 29 miles north of Saugor. A Persian 
inscription in the possession of one Hifsyat Ullah of Dhgmoni 
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records the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1085 (a.d. 
1674) during the reign of Aurangzeb. The composer of 
the inscription was one Muhammad Sharif, son of Zarif 
Faruqi. 


{91) GADHOLA PERSIAN INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ.) 

Gadhola is 9 miles from Khurai. The inscription here 
records the death of one Khwaja Khizra Shams 
Khun in A.H. 963, corresponding to Saravat 1613 (a. D. 
1556) given in a Hindi verse ( dohara ). 


(92) KANJIA INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ.) 

Kafijia is 69 miles from Saugor. Besides the Sati 
records in Hindi there are six Persian inscriptions here 
none_of which yields much historical information. On 
the Idgah the date of its construction is given as 27th 
Zilhijja A.H. 1049 (a.D. 1640) during the reign of the 
Emperor Shah Jahan, when the pavgana of Karanjiya 
(Kanjia) was held in jagir by Safdar Khan. Another 
one refers to the construction of a mosque during the 
same reign on 9th Zilhijja in A.H. 1051 (a.D. 1642). 
Yet _ another records the construction o'f a masjid by 
a Raja Sohakarana, the then jaglraar of Karnjiya in A.H. 
IU4 (A.D. 1702). ir the 47th regnal year of Aurangzeb. 
The fourth inscription records the construction of another 
mosque during the jagirdari of Tatiya Pandit in the 
reign of Akbar II, but the date is not decipherable. The 
fifth is a record on a tomb and quotes some verses from 
the Quran. The sixth is illegible. 


(93) BALEH INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ.) 

Baleh is 36 miles from Saugor. It has a record which 
mentions Palavana or Yalavana pattala and a name of 
a village which is not clear and refers to some Chandilca 
(temple), Yalavana may be the old name of Jalavana or 
Jalaun. 
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(94) PITHORIA AND PALI STONE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ.) 

Pithoria is 1 8 miles from Saugor. A stone inscription 
here is unintelligible, except the first line which gives 
the date Samvat 8S3 in the month of Sravana. 

Pall close to Pithoria and 24 miles from Saugor has 
a Mabadeva temple. On a stone pedestal there a date in 
Samvat 1162 (A.D. 1105) is recorded. 

(Cousens* Progress Report for 1904, page 54.) 

(95) SAT! INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In st UP) 

The Saugor district contains a very large number of 
Sati pillars, the oldest of which is the Eraa Stone Pillar 
belonging to 510-511 A.D. (see No. 8 3). For about 
900 years after there is a blank. Khimlgsa an old town, 
41 miles from Saugor, contains perhaps the largest number 
of these stones ; 51 of these ate inscribed. Almost all 
of them are dated, but in about a dozen pillars the figures 
are illegible. The dates range between Samvat 1510 
(A.D. 1453) and Samvat 1880 (a,d« 1823), Some of 

them mention the names of the Muhammadan Emperors, 
e.g., Shahjahan and Nourangsah (Aurangzeb) and also the 
names of the Sarkar (district) to which Khirnlasa belonged, 
vis %) Raisen. The satis belonged to various castes such 
as Kori (weaver), Nai (barber), Silat (mason) , etc. In 
some of them the caste name is written, in others the 
caste marks are carved, such as a hammer and anvil for 
a blacksmith, razor for a barber, and so on. 

In some of them names of local governors or jdgirdars 
are also mentioned, for instance, Inayafc Khan, Mayine 
Khan, Muhammad Husain Khan, etc. These records have 
proved very useful in fixing certain historical data. 

The other localities possessing these memorial stones 
are Maihar (now lying in the compound of the District 
Council Office at Saugor) dated in 1356 A.D. during the 
rule of Flroz Shah Tughlaq, whose name is mentioned, 
Gadhola (with dates ranging between 1635 an< ^ *708 
A.D.), Malthon (with dates ranging between 1732 and 
1778 A.D,), Kafijia (with dates ranging between 1646 
and i860 A.D.), Eran, MuhSsa, Pithoria, Patan, Dhangar, 
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Mohali, ChSndpur, Ujnefchl, Sftapari, BarethI, Rajaula, 
Semaris Khurd, Dalpatpur, Bundn§, Saunrai, Chhlprl, 
KanthI, Jslampur, Sah&wan, Mudarf Buzrug, Berkhedf, 
Tinsua, et cetra. 

At Khimlgsa there are four tombs of Mahants, three ’of 
which belong to Mahants BihSrfdas, Plfcamdas and 
Amardas, respectively. The record on the 4th is 
illegible. 

(Russell’s Saugor District Gazetteer , Appendix ; and 
HiralaPs Sagara Saroja } Chapter VIII.) 
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DAMOH DISTRICT. 

A. —IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(96) J AT AS ANKARA INSCRIPTION OF VIJAYASIMHA. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Jata£ankara is a fort 8 miles from Hatt§, the head- 
quarters of the tahsll in which it is situated. The record 
found there is in Rajasthani and Sanskrit, the one being 
a free translation of the other. It recites that one Vijaya- 
pala was born in the ViSvamitra gotra % He conquered a 
great hero named KaL His son was Bhuvanapala, whose 
son Harshargja is stated to have defeated the kings of 
Kaianjara, Dahali (Dahala), Gurjara and the Deccan. 
Harshraja’s son was Vijayasimha, a virtuous man devoted to 
Bhumbhukadeva. He is said to have fought at Chittor, con- 
quered the Delhi armies, scattered the Deccan forces close 
to Mabagadha and driven out the Gurjaras. 

The absence of any regal titles indicates that the 
persons named in the record were perhaps commanders of 
armies who overran a number of countries including Dahala, 
the Kalachuris* kingdom, which included Damoh. 

In this district, they vanquished a hero named Kal, 
who was apparently in charge of the Jatasankara fort. 
He has left his name in KaikhedS, a small village 3 miles 
away from the fort. The conquerors left no trace of their 
raid except this inscription, the language of which points 
to their home in Rajputgna. 

It is possible that they may have been related to the 
Guhila Princes of Mevad, In ,that dynasty there was 
one Vijayasimha who married Syamaladevi, daughter of 
Udayaditya of Malava, by whom he had a daughter 
Alhanadevi, who married Gayakarna of Dahala. Unfor- 
tunately the stone is broken, so that if there was any date 
it is lost. 

(HiralaPs Damoh Dipaka } 2nd edition, pages ir, 
and 12; Nagari Pracharitii patriha, Benares, Volume VI, 
pages 5 ff.) 


(91) SINGORGADH PILLAR INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ .) 

Singorgadh is a hill fort 28 miles south-east of Damoh. 
Here on a monolith known as Kfrttistambha was an in- 
scription of eight lines, dated in the Samvat year 1364 or 
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A.D. 1307, on the Vijaya DasamI or Dasaharl day. In 
this inscription the hill was called Gajasingha Durga, 
named after a Pratihara king Gaja Singha. General 
Cunningham thought that Singorgadh was derived from 
this name. In another pillar found in the fort an inscription 
of 21 lines was found, but the date given in it was not 
legible. 

Three Sati stones however still exist here dated 
Samvat 1357, 1363 and 1366, one of which (the first) 
repeats the name of the fort as Gajasimha Durga. They 
all mention the ruling prince as Maharaja Kumara Sri 
Vaghadeva, 

(Cunningham's Archeological Reports , Volume IX, 
pages 49 and 50, Russell's Damoh District Gazetteer , page 
20Q| and Hiralal’s Damoh Dipaka , 2nd edition, page 1 12.) 


(98) PIPARIA MEMORIAL PILLARS. 

(In situ.) 

Piparia is a deserted village a mile from Fatahpur, 
which is 27 miles from Hatta. ft appears that a battle 
was fought there and memorials were raised on the spot 
where the warriors fell. There are five pillars depicting 
the scene of the light, two of which are dated. Both record 
the date as Friday, the nth of the dark fortnight of 
Asvina in Samvat ugS corrcv*pr-dirg "0 Friday, the 29th 
August 1 141 A. D., on whi. ': R:i< /: :* . king Mahamanda- 
lika Ranaka Jayatsimlui fought with prince Hemasimha. 
Jayatsirbha is shown as pursuing the enemy. He has killed 
a prince, who is lying on the ground, while Maharajaputra 
Gopaladeva is after prince Ranasaiia, Another prince 
Damodara rides a huge horse named Simhamani and is 
chasing four princes, who are running away. One is down 
on the ground. 

(HiralaPs Damoh Dipaka , 2nd edition, pages 11, 
93 and 94.) 

(99) ISVARAMAU (HINDORIA) INSCRIPTION. 

(Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner' s bungalow 
at Damohi) 

Isvaramau, now a deserted quarter of Hindoria, is 
ii miles from Damoh. The stone inscription found there 
refers to the reign of Bhojavarmadeva of Kalafijara, 
under whom the prince Vaghadeva was ruling. 
It is dated in Samvat 1344 Vaisakha Sudi 3, Thursday, 
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regularly corresponding to 17th April 1287 A.D. on 
which date a gift was made. 


(100; BAMHNI SATI INSCRIPTION. 

(/ n situ.) 

BamhnI is 21 miles from Hatt 5 . It contains a very 
important Sati record in which the name of king 
Hammfravarma of Kalafijara is mentioned as sovereign 
lord of the ruling prince Vaghadeva in Samvat 1365 or 
1308 A.D. Until this was found the last inscriptional 
king of Chandella dynasty was Bhojvarmadeva ruling 
in 1287 A.D. (see No, 99). 

(. Epigrafihia hidica , Volume XVI, page 10, footnote 4. 
Proceedings of the 4 th Indian Oriental Conference held 
at Allahabad, Volume I, and Hiralal's Damoh Dipaka } 
pages 95 and 96.) 

(101) SALAIYA SATI INSCRIPTIONS. 

( In situ . ) 

Salaiya Khurd is a Government forest village, 17 
miles from Damoh. It has two Sati records, one of 
which dated in Samvat 1362 or 1304 AD. mentions 
Vaghadeva as ruling the country, while the second dated 
in Samvat 1366 (A.D. 1309) gives the name of Alauddln 
as the sovereign lore. Three miles away at Bamhni 
(see No. 100) there is another record of 1308 A.D, 
mentioning Vaghadeva as ruler. Thus we come to the 
conclusion that the Parihara rule in Damoh came to an 
end in 1309 A.D, and Musalmans took their place. 

(Epigrapkia Indica } Volume XVI, pages 10 and 11 
footnote 2 ) 

( 102 ) CHOPADA PAT I INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ ,) 

Chopada Pat! also known as Chand! Chopada is 
29 miles from Damoh, There is a temple here in which 
a hig idol has on its pedestal an inscription of 
nine lines dated in what appears to be Samvat 1313 
during the reign of Narsimhadeva, On a wall of this 
temple there is another record dated in Samvat 1554 
(A.D. 1497) mentioning the name of Sultan Gavas-£hah ; 
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of Mandogadli (Mandu) and mentioning Damanakanagara 
Mukte IJagir) which appears to be the old name of 
Darnoh. 

(Hiralal's Damoh Dtpaka , 2nd edition, page 79,) 


(103) BATIHAGADH STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE 
VIKRAMA YEAR 1385. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Batihagadh is a village 21 miles north-west of Damoh. 
The inscription refers itself to Jallala Khoja, a local 
Muhammadan Governor at Ratihadim (the present 
Batihagadh). It states that Jallala was the representative 
of Hisamuddin, son of Julachf, who was appointed 
Commander of the Kharapara armies and Governor of 
Chedi country by Sultan Mahmud of Yoginlpura or Delhi. 
This Mahmud would appear to be Nasiruddln Mahmud of the 
Slave dynasty, who reigned between 1246 and 1266 A.D. It 
was in 1251 that he conquered Chanderi and Malava and 
appointed a Governor there. 1 The mention of Kharapara 
armies gives importance to this record. They are 
apparently identical with the Kharaparikas of Samudra- 
gupta’s inscription on the Allahabad pillar. They must 
have been a powerful tribe to deserve mention by that 
great Emperor in the 4th Century A.D. The record is 
dated in the Vikrama year 1 385, corresponding to 
1328 A.D. This date suggests that the Sultan referred to 
may be Muhammad II of the Tughlaq dynasty. 

{Epigraphia Indica ) Volume XII, pages 44 ff.) 

(104) BATIHAGADH MUTILATED STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner's bungalow 
at Damoh.) 

This is a big Sanskrit inscription broken on all sides, 
so that there is not a single line intact. It contains three 
or four slokas which are exactly the same as in No. 103. It 
mentions Sultan Mahmud, his Commander Julachi and a 
local Governor, whose name is not clear. But his 
agent Jallala’s name roes occur as in No. 103. The 
record is dated in Samvat thirteen hundred and odd. The 

1. Briggs’ Finshtd , Volume I, page 232, Tabakaf-i-Na$iri aa 
quoted in Dowden’s Elliott, Volume VI, page 351, and Cunningham’s,, 
Archcelogical Reports, V olume II, page 402. 
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date is given twice, once in line 5 and the second time 
in line 16, The object of the record sterns to be a relgious 
gift, but it is too much broken to show its definite nature. 


(I05) BATIHAGADH GARDEN INSCRIPTION. 

(Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner" s bungalow 
at Damoh .) 

This stone refers to the planting of a garden like the 
one at KhaDchipur panted by the same person. He 
was the Commander of the Rharapara armies in the 
Chedi country. His son's name was Malik Fatahkh&n. 
The record is undated, but it must have been written after 
Samvat 1385 (A.D. 1328), as it contains at least 

three verses which were copied from an inscription of that 
date (No. 103). 


(106) BATIHAGADH PERSIAN INSCRIPTION. 

(Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner 1 s bungalow 
at Damoh.) 

This stone records the foundation of a palace (?) in 
the reign of Ghiyasuddln-ud-duniya in the year 725 a. h. 
(A.D. 1324). This was a Tughlaq king who reigned 

between 1320 and 1325 A.D. 

(Hiralal’s Damoh Dipaka ) 2nd edition, page 13.) 


(107} ROND SATI INSCRIPTION. 

I In situ). 

Rond is 19 miles from Damoh. The Sati pillar here 
is dated ’in Samvat 1383 (a.d. 1326) and refers to the 

reign of Mahmud Shah Tughlaq, who had ascended the 
throne at Delhi a year before. 

(Hiralal’s Damoh Dipaka i 2nd edition, page 104.) 


(108) DAMOH PERSIAN INSCRIPTION. 

(Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner's bungalow 
at Damoh,) 

This stone ,.is said to have been fixed to the 
western gate of the Damoh fore which has now 
altogether disappeared. It records that the breastwork 
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opposite the western gate of the fort at Damoh was built 
by Ghiyas-ud-duniya in the \ear 885 on the 24th of 
Shawwal, corresponding to 1480 A,D. The record refers 
to the Khiiji Ghiyasuddln of Malwa, who ruled between 
1475 and 1500 A.D. 

(Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume XXI, 
pages 168 — 9 and HiralaVs Damoh Dvpaha ) 2nd 
edition, pages 14 et seq.) 


(109) BATIHAGADH INSCRIPTION OF MAHMUDSHAH 
KHILJL 

(Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner' s bungalozv 
at Damoh, ) 

This record is dated in Samvat 1520, Chaitra Sudt 
3 Mahgaladine } which regularly corresponds to Tuesday, 
the 22nd March 1463 A.D,, and mentions Maharajadhiraja 
Sultan Mahmud Shah Khilchi of Madogadh (Mandu) and 
Khilachfpur (present Khiljipur uear Rajgadh in ^Central 
India). It casually mentions Chander! also, 


(no) DAMOH HINDI INSCRIPTION OF MAHMUD 
SHAH KHILJI II. 

( Deposited in th : Deputy Commissioner's bungalow 
at Damoh.) 

This is a stone inscription found in Damoh. It refers 
itself to the reign of Sultan Mahmudshlh, son of Nadir 
Shah, and is dated in the Vikrama Samvat 1570 or 1512 
A.D. The king was the last of the Khiljis in Malwa. 
The record is a proclamation of remission of certain fees 
levied in the town of Damoh, which is mentioned as 
Daraauvanagara and was apparently issued from Khalachi- 
pura (present Khiljipur) 180 miles from Damoh. 

(Epigraphia Indtca } Volume XV, pages 291 ff.) 


(ill) KUNDALAPUR TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ I) 

Kundalapur is 20 miles north-east of Damoh. It has 
a number of Jaina temples, in one of which, dedicated to 
Vardhamana, there is an inscription of 24 lines put up 
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.during the reign of Maharajadhiraja Sri Chhatras&la 
(the well-known Bundela chief of Panna>. It records 
that a Jaina Brahmachari named Nemichandra repaired the 
temple at Mandaratila with the proceeds of his begging in 
•Samvat 1 7 57^ Magha Badi 15 Somavasare correspond 
ting to Monday, the 31st December 1700 A.D, This 
shows that the old name of Kundalapur was Mandara-tila 
which literally means a hillock with a temple. On another 
small temple, a date is given as Thursday, Pausha Sudi 2 
of Samvat 1501, but that date fell on a Friday and not 
on Thursday. 

(Cunningham's Archeological Reports , Volume XXI» 
pages 166 and 167; Hiralal’s Damoh Dipaka y 2nd edi- 
tion, page 77.) 

(JX3) THARRAKA SATI INSCRIPTIONS, 

( In situ,) 

Tharraka is a deserted village, 15 miles from Damoh 
near the village Nayagaon. It contains five Sati pillars 
referring to the G.md regime. One is dated in jSamvat 
1570 (A.D. 1513) during the reign of Raja Amhana- 

dasadeva surnamed Sangram S&hi, the greatest king of 
the Gone! dynasty. It mentions Tharraka as included in 
Srtgadha Gmiri vishaya durge , which furnishes a clue 
to the real derivation of the Singoragadha fort from 
Srigauri-gadha, fancifully derived by Cunningham from 
Gajasimha Durga, a name which appears to have been 
imposed by a Parihara Raja Gajasiriiha, but the old 
name asserted itself when the Parihara rule vanish'd. 
The second Sati stone is dated in Samvat 1571, in which 
the name of the ruling king is given as Amanadasa, 
Two others are dated in Samvat 17..7 and 1736, in the 
reign of the Gond king Chhattra Sahi. The fifth is illegible. 

(Hiralai's Damoh Dipaka } 2nd edition, page 81.) 


B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(1X3) OTHER SATI INSCRIPTIONS. 

Damoh district also contains a very large number of 
Sati pillars, most of which are dated and mention the ruling 
kings, which are very useful in elucidating the history of the 
district. The more important ones have been noticed 
separately under Section A- Others exist in Bangaon, 
Batihagadh, Bhiloni, BanvvSr, Bandakpur, Chllghat, 
Deogaon, Hatta, Hindoria, Jamata, JhacJoli, Kanoda, Kanti, 
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Kaithora, Khamargaur, Lukayan, Lakhroni, Muhas, Madliia- 
doh, Phutera, Patna, Panari Mahant, Narsinghgadh, Naraia- 
pura, Piparia GhanSyama, Puranakhera, Raneh, Sunwaho, 
SatsQma, Sakaur, Sailwara and Sitanagar, I hose belong 
to various periods and mention names of various kings and 
emperors notably almost all the Khilji kings of Malwa 
and Delhi emperors of more than one dynasty. 


(114) BRAHMA YAJNA MEMORIAL. 

[Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner's bungalow 
at Damoh. ) 

This record on a stone containing 13 lines speaks of 
a Brahma Yajna (religious sacrifice) which must have been 
performed on a grand scale. The record is dated on 
Friday, the third of the bright fortnight of Vaisakha in 
Sam vat 1344, corresponding to Friday, the 29th March 
1286 A.D, This Vaisakha was intercalary, The names 
of the performers of the sacrifice are illegible. 

(115) KANODA BARI WARRIOR MEMORIALS. 

[In situ.) 

At Kanoda Bari 14 miles from Hatta there are 
three stones with fighting pictures dated in Samvats 1342, 
1350 and 1360 (A.D. 1285 to 1303) with names of 

warriors inscribed on them, 

(1x6) JATASANKARA HINDI INSCRIPTION. 

[In situ,) 

At latasahkara a Hindi verse in Savaiya chhanda 
praises Siva while a Doha invokes blessings on Bakhate£a, 
apparently the same as Bakhatafaall, Raja of Shahgadh in 
the Saugor district, who was exiled for having taken part 
in the mutiny of 1857 A*D. 


(117) ISVARMAU (HINDORIA) MAG ARD HVAJA. 

[In situ.) 

Under the statue of Chandf, the name of that ubiqui- 
tous Jogi Magardhvaja, with the unvarying number 70O 
against his name, is inscribed, indicating that ISavarmau 
was a p’ace of some importance to have had a visit from 
that holy personage in the 12th Century A.D. 

'Hiralai’s Damoh Dipaka } 2nd edition, page 1 1 9.) 
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(1x8) SUN RIVER SLAB. 

[In Situ,) 

On the bank of the Sun river near Rond there is a 
stone dated in 1302 a.D. with the figure of a horseman 
.named Baiju^ who is described as Vaghadeva’s Dagi, a term 
which seems to have been used for some military officer. 
It is possible that in course of time it gave its name to 
an occupational caste* now known as Dangi, with a military 
swagger about them found in this part of the country, as 
did Paik (soldier) and Jcshi (astrologer, etc., to other 
castes following those professions. 


(119) SAKAUR PILGRIM RECORD. 

{In situ,) 

Sakaur is a village 9 miles from Hatta. It has a flat 
roofed Gupta temple, on the roof stone of which there is a 
pilgrim record of a much later date Samvat 1361 
(a.D. 1304). In this village many Gupta gold coins were 
found. 

(Hiralal’s Damoh Dipaka> 2nd edition, pages 107 
and 108.) 


(120) KANODA BARI TEMPLE INOSCRIPTION. 

(/ n situ,) 

In a mediaeval Siva temple at Kanoda Bari the name 
of a Sadhu is inscribed on the pedestal of an idol. 


(xax) MUHAS INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

On a stone at Muhas 26 miles from Hatta there is a 
single name inscribed in Kutila characters. 


(122) WELL INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ,) 

Near Singorgadh there is a village named Sangrampur 
33 miles from Damoh. It has a step well {Bihar or 
Baoli ) in which an inscription states that it was built in 
Samvat 1735 (A.D. 1678) during the reign of the Bundel£ 
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king Chhattrasala, The Patharia Baoli built in Samvat 
1718 (A.D. 1661) mentions the expenses incurred as 
20 seers (40 lbs.) of silver coins in weight, while that at 
Lakhronl mentions the exact number of coina with a k 
witness to testify to it. The Garwaho well invokes 
Srikrishna to prevent absorption or drying up of its 
waters and to keep it full. These records though not of 
much historical value are interesting from other points of 
view. 



65 


MANDLA DISTRICT. 

A. -IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(123) RAMNAGAR PALACE INSCRIPTION# 

{In situ I) 

Ramnagar is 10 miles from Mandla on the bank of 
the Narmada river. The inscription is affixed to the Moti 
Mahal, a palace built by the Gond king Hirde§ah, but 
it originally belonged to a temple of Vishnu, about too feet 
from the Moti Mahal. It gives the genealogy of the Gond 
kings for as many as 52 generations up to Hridaye^vara 
or Hirdegah. The record opens in a very simple manner. 
In the Province of Garha there was a prince named 
Ysdava Raya. His son was M^dhava Simha, whose son 
was Jagannatha, from whom was descended Raghun5tha, 
whose son was Rudradeva ; his son was Viharisirhha, 
whose son was Narasimhadeva, whose son was Stirya- 
bhanu, whose son was Vasudeva; from him was born 
Gopala Sahi, from whom was descended Bhtipala Sahi, whose 
son was Gopinatha, whose son was prince Ramachandra, 
whose son was Suratana Simha, whose son was Harihara- 
deva, whose son was Krishnadeva from whom sprarg Jagat 
Sirhha, whose son was Maha Simha, whose son was 
Durjana Malla, whose son was Yasahkarnna, whose son was 
Pratapaditva, whose son was Ya£a§chandra. His son was 
Manohara Simha, whose son was Govinda Simha, from 
whom was born Ramachandra, whose son was Karnna, 
whose son was Ratna Sena, whose son was Kamala- 
nayana, whose son was the p-'ince Narahari Deva. Vlra- 
Sirhha was his offspring, to whom was born a good son 
named Tribhuvana Raya, whose son was PrithivI Raja, 
whose son was Bharat! Chandra, whose son was Madana 
Simha, whose son was Ugra Sena ; his son was Rama Sahi, 
from whom was descended Tarachandra, whose son was 
Udaya Simha, whose son was Bjianumitra, whose son was 
Rhav^n! Dasa, whose son was Siva Simha, whose son was 
named Harinarayana, whose son was Sabala Simha, 
whose son was Raja Simha, whose son was Dadiraya, 
whose son was Goraksha Dasa, whose son was Arjuna 
Simha to whom was born Sangrama Sahi, “ by whom, when 
he had reduced the orb of the earth, fifty two fortresses 
were constructed, indestructible from their excellent fortifi- 
cations.” The son of this monarch was Dalpati. His 
consort Durg^vatf was u as prosperity itself to the fortunes 
ot the petitioners, beautiful as the image of virtue, the 
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acme (boundary) of the good fortune of this earth.” Upon 
the decease of her husband, she installed her son Vfra 
Narayana, three years old, in the seat of royalty. “Always 
intent on the protection of her subjects she herself mounted 
on an elephant, in every field of battle, conquering her 
powerful adversaries. In the course of time, the mighty 
Asifkhan v^as despatched by Akbar for levying a tribute. 
At the close of an engagement by this great warrior, Dur- 
gavatl, though she had vanquished his entire army, being 
vexed with countless hostile arrows, clove her own head in 
an instant, with the scimitar in her hand, as she sat on her 
elephant, whereupon she penetrated the solar sphere as 
did her son,” Then was inaugurated the younger brother 
of king Dalpati, Chandra Sabi. Of this monarch a son 
was born, king Madhukara Sahi. His son was the fortunate 
Premanarayana, u The fortunate HridayeSvara, resembling 
another new year, was the son of this illustrious prince ; he 
was the giver of happiness to the just, and the glory of his 
ancestors ; he particularly cherished the unprotected. By 
him were presented, and confirmed (by grants) on copper- 
plates, to the Brahmanas, several villages encompassed by 
delightful groves, proud with splendid mansions, well 
inhabited, abounding with fine lakes, stocked with lotuses; 
pleasing from the continued noise in the temples (from the 
chanting of the Vedas, etc., etc.,), and everywhere possess- 
ing extensive (lands) fruitful with every kind of grain. 
He cherished the whole of his own extended dominion, 
pleasant from the attachment to the worship of the 
immortals, and in which hypocrisy was never known. 
The universe and every monarch was obedient to the 
wishes of HridayeSa, by whom were inscribed on a wall 
of gold the fifty letters resembling mighty elephants.” 
The consort of this monarch was named Sundari; 
she cherished virtue by innumerable acts of holy 
munificence, such as causing to be made large wells, 
gardens and reservoirs, and by numerous presents. 
She caused this holy temple to be erected, and placed in it 
(images of) Vishnu, Siva, GaneSa, Durga, and the Sun. 
She, caused the deities Krishna, Vishnu, and others to be 
continually worshipped in this temple, by Brahmanas espe- 
cially appointed, by offerings, banquets, and riches innumer- 
able. This account of the race of this prince was framed 
by the learned Jaya Govinda, by the order of Suklrti, 
a preceptor of the Mfmamsa, and Vyakarana. This temple 
was built by the skilful artists Simhasghi,' Dayaram, and 
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Bhgglratha. The inscription was engraved in the (Vikrama) 
Samvat 1724 (A. D. 1667), on Friday, the sith day of the 
bright half of the month Jyeshtha. According to this 
genealogy, Hirde&ah was 53rd in descent from YAdava 
Raya, which would. place him in about 3S2 A. D., which is 
absurd in view of the fact that the Kalachuris continued to 
hold the Garha Mandala country till the 12th or 13th Century 
A. D., and it was after their fall that the Gonds became 
ascendant. It would thus appear that at least half the 
names given in the inscription are fictitious. The names 
from Sangrama Sshi downwards are all historical names, 
but there is nothing to confirm the correctness of his 
ascendants* names. A Jadurai (Yadava Raya) here and 
a Da diray a there may have been his true ancestors, but so 
many fictitious names have been introduced that it is 
difficult to determine the true historical personages. The 
inscription records that it was Sangrama Sahi who won 
over 52 forts and extended his dominions far and wide. 
His son Dalpati Sahi married the Chandella lady Durgavati, 
who of all the sovereigns of this dynasty lives most in 
the pages of history and the grateful recollections of the 
people. She is perhaps the only ruler who deserves the 
eulogv bestowed on her in the inscription ; in other cases it 
is pure hyperbole. The inscription records that Akbar 
sent his general Asifkhan to levy tribute from her. The 
result was that a battle was fought where after bravely 
fighting the enemy she found that_she was unable to hold 
her own against the artillery of Asifkhan and committed 
suicide by thrusting a dagger in her breast. From the 
inscription it appears that her son Vfra Na ayana was first 
killed, after which she died; but in Firishta 1 it is stated 
that the young prince escaped to Chauragadh, where he 
was pursued by Asifkhan and was trampled to death in 
the confusion that followed the storming of the fort there, 
it is, however, very probable that the inscriptional account 
is more correct than the hearsay story of Firishta . The 
death of her son in the battle-field may have exasperated 
the queen and may have been one of the causes for hasten- 
ing her own end. 

{Journal^ American Oriental Society , Volume VII, 
pages 1 ff. ; Cunningham’s Archaeological Repo rts f Volume 
XVII, pages 46 ff. ; Volume VII, page 107; Asiatic 
Researches , Volume XV, pages 436 ff.; HiralaPs Matidala 
Mayukha , pages 18 ff.) 


* Briggs’ Firishta Volume II, page 21 7. 
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B. — UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE AND ILLEGI- 
BLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(124) MANDLA FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum,) 

The memorable floods of the Narmada which washed 
away the town of Mand’a in November 1926 exposed 
a silted up old ghat and this inscription, which shows that 
it was put up un a gateway. The builder was Kalyana 
Karfgar. Other details are lost. 


(125) MANDLA SAT I STONE. 

[Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

A Sati stone dated in Samvat 1812 or A. D. 1775 
mentions Maharaja Nizam Sah, a Gond king who ruled 
between 1749 and 1776 A. D. 


69 


SEONI DISTRICT. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(126) SEWANI (SEONI) PLATES OF THE MAHARAJA 
PRAVARASENA II. 

(Lost.) 

This inscription gives the same information as the 
Chammak Grant (No. 242), except that the village granted 
by Pravarasena II was this time Brahmapuraka in the 
Bennakarpara bhdga (division), on the bank of the river 
Karafijaviraka or Karafijaehiraka, on the north of the 
village Vatapfiraka, on the west of Kinhikhetaka, on the 
south of Pavarajjavataka, and on the east of Kollapdraka. 
The last is identified by Dr. Fleet with Kolapur, 21 miles 
south of Ellichpur, The other places are not traceable. 
The charter is dated in the 18th year of the donor's reign 
on the 12th lunar day of the bright fortnight of Phslguna. 

(Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions , pages 243 ff. ; Journal , 
Bengal Asiatic Society } Volume V, pages 726 ff.) 


B.-~ UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR 
ILLEGIBLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(127) LAKHANADON TEMPLE-DOOR INSCRIPTION. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This inscription belongs to a Jaina temple and records 
the name of the builder who was a disciple of Trivikrama« 
sena, a disciple of Amritasena. The builder's own name 
is indistinct. The characters of the record belong to the 
loth Century A.D. 


(128) ASHTA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

A Hemsdpanti temple has a defaced inscription. 
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A —IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(129) UNDIKAVATIKA GRANT OF ABHIMANYU. 

( With Major F, H m Jackso?t } Baroda m ) 

The inscription is undated, but on palseographical 
grounds it is assignable to the 7th Century A.D., and is 
therefore of historical importance, because it contains the 
earliest mention of Rashtrakuta kings. The princes here 
alluded to seem to have belonged to a branch distinct from 
that of the MalkhecI family whose crest was the Garuda* while 
the seal of this grant bears a lion. The genealogy begins 
with a king named Mananka, the ornament of the Rashtra- 
ktitas. His son was Devaraja, and his son again was 
Bhavishya whose son was Abhimanyu. While the latter 
resided at Manapuram he granted a small village Undikava- 
tika to the (temple of) Dakshina-Siva belonging to Petha 
Pangaraka in the presence of Jayasimha, the commander of 
the fort of Harivatsakofcta. The provenance of this inscrip- 
tion is not known, but it is held to belong to this province, 
because the places mentioned in the record are identified by 
Dr. Fleet with those belonging to the Hoshangabad district. 
According to him Dakshina-Siva is the Mahadeva of Pach- 
marhl and Petha PangHraka is Pagara which is near it. 
Harivatsakotta is identified with Dhupagadh, the highest 
peak of Pachmarhi, and Undikavatika with Oontiya, a 
village 30 miles from Pachmarhi and 9 miles from Sohagpur. 
It is further suggested that Manapuram maybe the present 
Manpur, near Bandhogadh, in Rewah, and that it must 
have been the capital of this branch of Rgshtrakutas. But 
there is absolutely nothing else to support the theory that 
the Rashtrakutas ever ruled in Baghelkhand. M^napur 
may possibly have been a small village where Abhimanyu 
encamped when he made the grant, and it may now be 
non-existent, 

[Epigraphia fndzea,Y olume VIII, pages 163 fit. ; Indian 
A?ittquary> Volume XXX, pages 509 ff.; and Journal , Bom- 
bay Branch Royal Asiatic Society, Volume XVI, pages88 ff.) 
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B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR 
ILLEGIBLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(130) TIMARNI IDOL INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

Timarni is a station on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway, 51 miles from Hoshangabad, There are 3 broken 
idols giving the names of persons who had them made. 
One is that of Lakshmi Naravana, and is dated in Samvat 
1203 (A. D. 1146). The second is a Jaina idol t/ dated in 
Samvat 1265 or A. D. 1208. The third is a Sivite idol 
mentioning Lajilal. son of Sodhadeva. It is undated, but 
Sodhadeva may probably be the same mentioned in the 
inscriptions on the Padmakunda at Khandwa. 


(131) CHARWA INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ) 

Charwa is 44 miles from hoshangabad. In an old 
temple (Gupte&vara) at Haripura there is a record on a 
stone which reads as ChampavatlnagarL The local people 
are inclined to identify it with Charwa, but the record is 
not very old* It appears to be a pilgrim record, and 
Champavatl may be the place whence the pilgrim came. 

In the Mahalpura there is a step-well with an inscrip- 
tion dated in Samvat 1727 or A. D. 1670. It states that 
the well was built when the Emperor Aurangzeb was ruling 
and the local chief was Pratapa Sah. 


(132) PACHMARHI CAVE INSCRIPTIONS. 

Pachmarhf is the Sanatorium of the Central Provinces 
Government and is 32 miles from the Piparia Railway 
Station on the G, 1 . P. Railway. It derives its name 
from 5 cave temples in one of which there is a record on 
the inner face of the right hand jamb. It is illegible and 
so are several other small inscriptions on pillars. 


(133) GUNORA INSCRIPTION. 

Gunora is a village 8 miles from Hoshangabad, It has 
a modern record of a gift of mango-grove and construction 
of a well during the reign of Snba WaslI Sahib in the 
reign of Angrez Bahadur, It is dated in the Samvat 
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year 1895, corresponding to A, D. 1P38. W§sll Sahib is 
Major Ouseley, who was Assistant Agent to the Governor 
General at Hoshangabad and had made his third 1 settlement 
of the district in 1836 A. D. The only interesting point 
about this inscription is the quaint way in which it is 
composed. 


(134) RASULIYA CHINESE INSCRIPTION. 

Rasuliya is a mile from Hoshangabad and is a 
Mission station, where they have a workshop. Close 
to the latter there is an inscription in Chinese with a dome- 
like canopy over it. This was the place where a China- 
man named James working in the Rasuliya workshop as 
a shoemaker used to worship. He put up two other in- 
scriptions one in English and another in Hindi.acknowledg- 
ing the generosity of Jagannath Patel, MalguzSr of 
Rasuliya, for having given him that piece of land for worship, 
enjoining at the same time that it should not be destroyed. 
Apparently the Chinese inscription records the same and 
gives the name of the worshipper. It is a modern record, 
but it is likely to acquire curious importance in due course. 


(135) SAT I INSCRIPTIONS. 

Sohagpur and Umardha possess illegible Sati records 
which are of no importance. 


1 Hoshangabad District Gazetteer, page 233, 
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NARSINGHPUR DISTRICT, 

(136) NARSINGHPUR INSCRIPTIONS. 

The district does not contain any important metal or 
lithic records. In the Town hall at Narsinghpur a number of 
sculptures are collected. On one of these the name of that 
ubiquitous Jogi Magaradhaja, with the unvarying accompani- 
ment of the figure 700, is carved. Apparently this stone 
must have belonged to Barahata, 1 14 miles from Narsinghpur, 
which contains perhaps the oldest remains of architecture 
in the district, a notice of which for the first time seems 
to have appeared in March 1867 in the Journal of the 
Antiquarian Society of t^e Central Provinces # Another 
pillar with inscriptions on its three sides is too much defaced 
to be read. 

There are a few lithic records at Barhs, BarmhSn, 
Biiahra ChaukI and Sainkhera, which are more or less 
illegible. The date 011 the Biiahra inscription is made out 
as Samvat 1374 (a. d. 1317), while that in the Durgivati 
temple of Barmhgn is 1867 (A. D. 1810). 


1 For the latest account of this see Nav^sintha'Nayana^ a Gazetteer of 
Narsinghpur district in Hindi by Dr. Chandra Bhanu Rai, m.b,, b,s„ on 
pages 60 and 61. 



74 


NIMAR DISTRICT. 

A.- IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(137) MANDHATA COPPER PLATES OF JAYASIMHA- 
DEVA OF DHARA. 

{I tt possession of the Rao of Mandhataf) 

Mandhata is an island in the Narmada river, 32 miles 
from Khandwa. 

The inscription refers itself to Jayasimhadeva, who 
meditated on the feet of Bhojadeva, who a^ain had medi- 
tated on the feet of Sindhurajadeva, who had meditated 
on the feet of Vskptir§jadeva. He, residing at Dhara, 
granted a village named Bhlma, forming part of the Mak- 
tul5 grant of forty-two in the Purnapathaka mandala to 
the Brahmans of the PattasSla at the holv Amare§vara on 
the 13th of the dark half of Ashsdha of the (Vikrama) year 
1112, corresponding to A. D. 1055. The importance of 
this inscription lies in this, that with the date A D. 1055-56, 
it gives the name of the (Paramgra) king who was then 
ruling, and since this Jayasimhadeva was the succes>or of 
Bhojadeva, it furnishes a sure and fairly definite limit 
beyond which the reign of Bhojadeva cannot have extended. 
According to both the stone and copper-plate inscriptions 
hitherto published, Bhojadeva was succeeded by his relative 
Udayaditya, and it is perhaps correct to say that it was 
this king who put an end to the troublous state of affairs 
connected with Bhojadeva’s death. But the omission of 
Javasirnhadeva’s name elsewhere can be no reason for doubt- 
ing the eonectness and authenticity of the inform ; tion con- 
veyed bv these copper-plates. In a similar manner the name 
of Udayaditya’s immediate success »r Lakshmadeva is omit- 
ted from all inscriptions except the Nagpur prasasti } and 
that very prasasti intimates that sometime elapsed between 
the reigns of Bhojadeva and Udayaditya. It, however, seems 
that Jayasirhhadeva’s reign was not a long one. 

The geographical places mentioned in the record 
remain unidentified, but A mareSvara is a temple on the 
left bank of the Narmada, at Mandhata, 

(. Epigraphia Indica t Volume III, pages 46 ff.) 
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(138) MANDHATA PLATES OF DEVAPALA. 

(. Deposited tn the Nagpur Museum .) 

The inscription refers itself to the Paramara king 
Devapala of Malava, and records the grant of a village 
Satajuna in the Mahuada pratijagarariaka to a number of 
Brahmans after the king had bathed in the Reva (Narmada), 
while staying at Mahibhmatl, on the occasion of an eclipse 
of the moon on the lull-moon tit it in the month of Bhadra- 
pada in the (Vikrama) year 1282 corresponding to Tues- 
day the 19th August A,D. 1225, although the record states 
the day to be a Thursday, which Dr, Kieihorn though*- was 
an error. The genealogy of the king begins with Bhoja- 
deva, after whom came Udayaditya. From him sprang 
Naravarman, whose son was YaSovarman, from whom was 
born Ajayavarman. The latter’s son was Vindhyavarman, 
and his son Subhafcavarman. The latter’s son was Arjuna. 
Vindhyavarman and Subhatavarman were at war with 
Jayasirhha, and the first of them recovered Dhara, which 
must have been taken possession of by the «nemv. Arjuna 
in his youth put to flight the (Gurjara) king Jayasirhha. 
Arjuna’ s successor was Devapala, son of Hanschandra* who 
is known from other records to have been a descendant 
of Udayav armadeva of Dhara. It would thus appear that 
in Devapala the two branches of the Paramara familv, which 
till then had separately held sway over Malava, became 
re-united, or that one of them ceased to exist. 

With regard to the localities mentioned, Mahishmati 
is apparently Mandhata, where the plates were found. 
The village Satajuna exists still under the same name 
about 13 miles south-west of Mandhata, and Mahuada is 
probably Mohod, about 25 miles south of Satajuna. There 
were a number of donees who had come from different 
places, several of which can be identified — for instance, 
Mahavanasrhana is apparently Mahaban, a town in the 
Muttra district; Tripurlsthana is Tewar, near Jubbulpore : 
Akolasthana is Akola in Berar ; Mathurlsthana is Muttra 
in the United Provinces; Dindvanakasthana is apparently 
Didwara in Jodhpur : and MadhyadeSa, the country between 
the Himalaya* the Vindhya, Vinasana in the west and 
Prayaga in the east. Regarding the remaining places no 
definite suggestions can be offered. Mutavathusthana, 
the same as Muktgvasthusthana of other inscriptions, 


l See Fleets article in the Journal , Royal Asiatic Society , 1910, page 445, 
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ASramasthana and Sarasvatisthana are not traceable. The 
Takarfsthana occurs in many other inscriptions, but there 
are so many Takarfs that it is not possible to identify the 
place with a particular one. HastinSpura may be Hathina- 
vara on the northern bank of the Narmada. 

This inscription has a statement that it was composed 
with the approbation of the minister of peace and war, 
the learned Bilhana, who was a great poet. 

( Epigraphza lndica ) Volume iX, pages 103 ff.) 


(139) MANDHATA PLATES OF JAYAVARMAN II. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum ,) 

The inscription records the grant of the village 
Vadauda, in the Mahu ada pathak , by Pratihara Gahgadeva, 
to three Brahmans, on Sunday, the third tit hi of the bright 
half of Agrahayana of the year 1317, while the nakshatra 
was Ptirvashadhaandthejy^^Suia, at Amaregvara Kshetra, 
on the southern bank of the Reva (Narmada), after bathing 
at the confluence of the Reva and Kapila and worshipping 
the holy Amaresvaradeva (Siva), 

This charter was, however, issued by the ParamSra 
king Javavarman 11, ratifying the grant on Thursday, the 
nth of the bright half of Jyeshtha, while he was staying at 
Mandapadurga. 

The genealogy of the king is exactly as it is given in 
the Mandhata plates of Devapala (No, 138J, with the 
further information that on his death, his son Jaitugideva 
occupied the throne, and when he died, his younger brother 
Jayavarman succeeded him. The date on which the grant 
was made regularly corresponds to Sunday, the 7th Novem- 
ber A. D, 1260, and the date of ratification to Thursday, 
the 12th May A. D. 1261. The Samvat given will have 
to be taken as Kartikadi Vikrama year. 

Of the localities mentioned, Mandapadurga, from where 
the king's order was issued, is Mandogadh (Mandu), 
a deserted town in the Dhar State,* Mahuada is Mohod, 
about 38 miles from Mandhata, and Vadauda, the village 
Burud, 22 miles from Mandhata; Amaresvara Kshetra is 
the place where a temple of Siva with the same name 
still exists on the left bank of the Narmada at Mandhata, 
and the confluence of'the Reva and Kapila is novv called 
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the Kapila Sangama, where a small stream joins the 
Narmada quite close to the Amareisvara temple. Of the 
places whence the donees originally came, Takar!s*hana 
and Ndvagarhva are verv difficult to identify, as there are 
numerous Takarls, and Nawegaon, Naugaon, or NaugawS. 
Ghatausharisthaua is also not traceable. 

[Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, pages 117 ff.) 


(I40) HARSAUDA STONE INSCRIPTION OF DEVAPALA- 
DEVA OF DHARA. 

[Deposited in the Cabinet of the American Oriental 
Society , New Haven , United States , America.) 

Harsauda (Harsud) is a station on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, 33 miles from Khandwa. The inscrip- 
tion was dug up from the ruins of a temple, and records 
that on ihe north-eastern side of Harshapura a merchant 
built a Siva temple, together with a tank, and placed some 
idols of various gods near it. Kesava, who did all this, 
was a descendant oi one Dosi, a resident of Undapura. 
It is dated on Saturday, the 5th of the bright' half of 
MargaSirsha of the (Vikrama) year 1275, while king 
Devapaladeva was ruling at DhSra. The English equiva- 
lent of the date is Saturday, the 24th November A. D. .2 18. 

Of the places mentioned in this inscription, Dhara is 
well-known, and Harshapura is no doubt Harsaud 
(Harsud), where the inscription was found. Untjapura 
remains unidentified as yet. 

(. Indian Antiquary, Volume XX, pages 310 and 31 1 ; 
Journal , Bengal Asiatic Society, Volume XXVI II, pages 1 
to 8 ; Archaeological Survey of Western Indio , No 10, 
pages 111 and 112; Journal, American Oriental Society, 
Volume VI, pages 536 and 537.) 


(141) THE ASIRGADH SEAL OF SARVAVARMAN. 

( Whereabouts not[known.) 

Aslrgadh is a hill-fort about 14 miles from Burhanpur 
and 7 miles from Chandui Station on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. The sea! or its impression was found 
in a box containing property of the Maharaja Sindhia to 
whom Aslrgadh once belonged. It is one of the Maukhari 
king Sarvavarman, son of Isanavarman,son of Isvaravarman, 
whose father was Adityavarman, the son of Maharaja 



7 8 


Inscriptions in C. P. and Berar. 


Harivarman. No other records of the Maukharis have 
been found in the Central Pjovinces 1 . Their territory lay 
some hundreds of miles to the north-east near Gaya in 
Magadha. 

(Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions , page 219; Journal) 
Bengal Asiatic Society , Volume V, pages 482 ff. ; Journal } 
Royal Asiatic Society , F. S., Volume III, pages 377 ff.J 


(142) ASIRGADH FORT MUGHAL INSCRIPTIONS. 

[In situ,) 

Akhar's inscription is on the western gate of the fort. 
It records the t iking of Aslrgadh by Akbar in the Kahi 
year 45, corresponding to the H jrl vear 1009 (1600 A.D.). 
The writer’s name was Muhammad Mas’um, 

Danyal’s inscription is near his father Akbaps. It 
records the appointment of prince Danyal as Gove; nor of 
the newly conquered provinces of Dakhin and Dandesh 
Khandesh), after their conquest by Akbar, The 
appointment was made on the 12th Ardibehisht of the Ilahl 
year 46, corresponding to the 26th Sbawwal of the Hijri 
year 1001 (30th \pril 1600 A. D.). Akbar then left 
Aslrgadh for Lahore. 

Shah JahaVs inscription on a slab near the Phuta 
Darw^za records that certain new buildings were added 
to the fort in 1037 Hijri (1627-28 A. D.) in his reign by 
the Kiladar of Aslrgadh. 

Another inscription of Shah Jahan used to be near 
the large tank in the fort, it was subsequently deposited 
in the Cantonment Magistrate’s office there, and is now 
lost. According to General Cunningham, it was dated 
in A. H. 1061 (A. D. 1650-51) and jalus 25, It was said 
to have been taken from the Masjid on the top of the fort 
which was built in Sbgh Jahan's reign, 

Aurangzeb’s inscription near Kamargadh gate records 
the appointment by Aurangzeb of a certain Ahmad to the 
post of Kiladar of Aslrgadh in the Hijri year 1069 (1658 
A. D.) • 


2 The possibility of their connection with this province is shown in 
Nimada-Nisakara (a Gazetteer of the Nimar district in Hindi) by Thakur 
Klrtibhanu Rai on pages 5, 6 and 27. 
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(143) ASIRGADH JAM! MASJID INSCRIPTIONS OF ADIL 
SHAH FARUQI. 

{In situ.) 

The Jam! Masjid here, as ia Burhanpur, has two 
inscriptions of Adil Shah II, one in Arabic and the other 
in Sanskrit. The* late Dr. Bloch was of opinion that the 
object of the Shah in using both languages was to overlook 
the differences that existed between Hindu temples and 
Musalman mosques. Both the Jam! Masjids (at Burhanpur 
and Aslrgaclhj were not intended for the Muhammadans 
exclusively. Hindus and Muhammadans alike were to 
gather in them, to worship god in the spirit of Akbar’s 
new religion, the Dln-i-Ilaln. Dr, Bloch felt convinced of 
his theory from the opening lines of the Sanskrit inscrip- 
tion which invoke the creator and echo the sense of the 
Kalmah in words which are equally applicable to the 
Hindu religion. There is little doubt that the Faruqf 
kings had imbibed a uood deal of Hindu sentiment. At 
least they perfectly believed in Hindu astrology and took 
care to select the most auspicious moments fur laving the 
foundations of these mosques, it is in Burhanpur that 
Plrzadas are still found as gurus of Hindu. They (Pfrza- 
das) believe in the Nishkatahk! incarnation 1 here are 
a number of castes in Burhanpur, which profess Islam, but 
strictly follow the Hindu caste system. There is thus 
enough to support Dr, Bloch’s theory, and it is very 
possible that ai least those Hindus who had Musalm&n 
preceptors were, during the reign of the Faruqls, admitted 
to the Jam! Masjid for prayers. The Aslrgadh mosque, 
like that of Burhanpur, was built by Adil Shah II, the son 
of Mubarak Shah, the son of Adil Shah (I). Its date in the 
Sanskrit inscription is Saturday, the sixth tithi cf tile 
bright half of Sravana in Sam\afc 1*41, corresponding to 
Saka 1506. According to the Arabic inscription, the 
mosque was begun on Saturday, the 4th Shaban of the 
Hijrl year 992 corresponding to Saturday, the 31st July 
1584 A. D. 


(144} ASIRGADH JAMI MASJID INSCRIPTION OF AKBAR. 

{In situ.) 

In the front wall of the Jam! Masjid is an inscription 
of Akbar. It records the conquest of Aslrgadh on the 6th 
Bahman of the Ilahi year 45, which corresponded to the 
22nd Rajab, and the subsequent visit of Akbar to the Fort 
on the 8th Shaban, that is, 17th January and 12th 
February 1601 A. D. The inscription was composed and 
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written by Muhammad Muslim BakrI, the son of Sayyad 
Safa-i-at-Firmidhi. Sayyad Sher Kalandar, the son of 
Baba Hasan Abdal SabzwSrI, whose name occurs in 
Akbar’s inscription in the Jam! Masjid at Burhanpur, is 
also mentioned here, 


(45) ASIRGADH FORT INSCRIPTION OF THE RAJA OF 
M AND BATA. 

(In situ.) 

This inscription on a gate of Asfrgadh fort records 
its construction in 1064 Hijri (1654 A. D.) by Manohara 
Dasa Kumara, son of the Raja of Mandhata. Shah Jahan on 
starting for the east in 1304 A. H. had left the fort in the 
custody of Raja Gopaladeva, who held the military rank 
of il Commander of Five Thousand Horse and Foot ”, The 
latter was succeeded in 1037 Hijri (a. D. 1627) by his 
eldest son Kumara Balarama who in his turn was succeeded 
in 1060 A, H. (A. D, 1550) by Manohara Dasa Kumara, 
the buiider of the fort gateway, 1 

(Dr. Bloch’s Conservation Notes, dated the 1st May 
1908 ; General Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , 
Volume IX, pages no and in ; Journal of the Autiqua - 
rian Society^ Central ProiinceS) March 1867, pages 58 
and 59.) 


(146) ASIRGADH GUN INSCRIPTIONS. 

(Now mounted in the garden of the Government House 
at Nagpur .) 

A large bronze gun made at Burhanpur and kept in 
the Aslrgadh fort was brought to Nagpur in the year 1904 
and has been placed in the garden of the Government House. 
It bears inscriptions in Persian, Their translation is given 
below : — 

“When the sparks of sorrow issue from me, life deserts 
the body as grief falls on the world when flames issue 
from the fiery zone.” 

(Aurangzeb’s seal with his full title.) 

ff Abul Muzaffar Mohi-ud-dTn Muhammad Aurangzeb 
Badsh&h Ghazf ” 

Made at Burhanpur in the year 1074 A. H. (A.D. 
1663).” 

1 See Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society* 
Volume XXIV (1917), pages 137 et.seq, and 533 et. seq. 
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“The gun Haibat-i-mulk ” (terror of the country). 

“ In the rule of Muhammad Husain Arab,” 

“Aballof 35 seers and 12 seers of powder Shah 
Jahani weight.” 

Another iron gun mounted in the garden of 
the Government House was also brought from Asfrgadh. 
It bears the name Kadua Padma, recorded in Devanagari 
characters. It has a date (A. D. 1654) when it was repaired. 
One of the guns lying in the Khandwa public gardens also 
bears the name of Kadua Padma in Devanagari characters. 
The same name on two guns indicates rather their maker's 
name than the gun's. 

{Nagpur District Gazetteer , pages 57 and 58 ; 
Journal of the Antiquarian Society of the Central 
Provinces , March 1867, page 59.} 


(147) BURHANPUR SANSKRIT INSCRIPTION OF ADIL 

SHAH, 

{In situ.) 

Burhanpur is an ancient historical site on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway, 42 miles from Khandwa, This 
record in Sanskrit is inscribed in the Juma Masjid, giving 
the date of its construction as Vikrama year 1646; or Saka 
1 5 1 1 , on Monday, the nth of the bright fortnight of Pausha, 
the corresponding Hijrl year being 997 inscribed in Arabic 
characters on the top of the Sanskrit inscription. Dr, 
Kielhorn found the English equivalent of this date to be 
Monday, the 5th January 1590. 

The mosque was built by Adil Shah Faruqf, whose 
capital was at Burhanpur itself. His genealogy is given 
from Raja Malik, whose son was Ghazni Khan, from whom 
sprang Kaisar Khan, His son was Hasan Ktan, from 
whom was born Adil Shah I. His son was Mubarak, whose 
son was Adil Shah II, the builder of the mosque. The same 
genealogy is repeated in Arabic characters on the top of 
this inscription, The genealogies ot the Faruql kings 
given in the Ain-i-Akbarl and Firishta slightly differ from 
what is given in this record. Both of them are wrong, and 
there can belittle doubt that the one given in the inscription 
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is the correct genealogy. With its aid the following 
genealogical tree of the Faruql kings has been made out : — 

i. — Malika Raja 

( 1370—1399 A. D») 


2*— Ghazani Iftikhur 

alias Naslr Khan 
(1599—1437) 


3, — MIran Adil Kaisar Khan 

Khan alias MIran ; 

Shah (1437—1441) 


4.— MIran Mubarik Hasan Khan 

Khan alias Mubarik I 

Shah Chaukhandi j 

(1441 — 1457) S. — Adil Khan or 

i Adil Shah Azim- e- 

| | Humayun 

I I (1510—1520) 

5. — MIran Ghani 6.— Daud Khan 
aliias Adil Khan, (1503 — 1510) 

Adil Shall Ayna j 

or Ahsan Khan I 

(1457—1503) 7,— Ghazni Khan 

(1510 for 2 days) 


9. — MIran Muham- 
mad Khan or MIran 
Muhammad Shah 
(1520—1535) 


1 MIran Muham- 12. — Raja All Khan 

mad Khan ahas Adil Shah 

{1566— 1576) (1576— 1596) 

MIran Husain Khan 13,— Khizr Khan 

alias Bahadur Khan 
(1596—1600) 

Figures opposite the names indicate the order of succession 
and those within brackets the periods of their rule. 

{Epigraphia Indica } \ olunie IX, pages 306 ff. and 
Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society , Volume XXIV (1917) pages 137 et seq. and 533 ff.) 

This date is doubtful, Firishta being inconsistent. See Briggs 1 
translation, Volume IV, page 342, which gives the date of his death 
as a. H. 943, whereas on page 312, a. h. 942 is given. As Bahadur Shah 
of Gujarat died on 14th February 1537 (ibid,, page 141), MIran Muhammad 
Shah, who succeeded him also in GujarSt, was evidently living in 353 7 
and Mubarik could not have become king before that date. 


ro. — MIran Mubarik 
Shah (15^5^-1566) 
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(1483 BURHANPUR JAMI MASJID ARABIC INSCRIPTION, 

[In situ .) 

The inscription records the date of the construction 
of the Masjid in A. H. 997* and states that it was completed 
in exactly one year by Arlil Shah, son of Mubarik Shah 
Faruql, A number of of verses from the Hadis in respect 
of the merit accruing from the construction of a mosque 
are also quoted. 

(149) BURHANPUR JAMI MASJID AKBAR’S 
INSCRIPTION. 

[In situ,) 

This inscription records the victory by Akbar on nth 
Farvardi Mahe-Ilahl 45, corresponding to A. H. 1009 
(A* D. 1600). It further states that Akbar had come via 
Allahabad and returned from Burhanpur to Lahore. This 
inscription was carved a month after the fall of Aslrgadh 
fort, 


(150) BURHANPUR ADIL SHAH TOMB INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

There are three inscriptions on the tomb of Adil 
Shah who built the Jam! Masjid v The first one refers to a 
saying of Jesus on the transientness of human desires. 
il Said Jesus, blessings of God be upon him, This world 
is a bridge, pass over it and do not build upon it. 5,1 
The second is an address to the departed, 
that although his remains lay in the tomb, his soul was 
on its way to the next world. The third records 
the victory of Aslrgadh by Akbar in almost the same words 
as in the jam! Masjid. the date of the victory is given 
as A. H, 1009 (A. L). iGoo^along ,vith the statement that 
Akbar started after the conquest of Aslr and Ahmadnagar 
to Lahore. The engraver was Masum of Bakkar who has 
been referred to in other records. 

In another tomb that of Nadir Shah a domed chamber 
bears an inscription containing Bismzllah , Kalima } 
Ay a t~ al-K u rsi ) Da-rud and Nad~z~Ali , 

1 Professor Margolioufch has traced out this saying- to a Muham- 
madan saint of A. D, 700, It is engraved at Fatahpur Sikri alao. 
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B -UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS 

tiKi) MANDHATA AMARESVARA TEMPLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ.) 

On the inner side of the mandapa wall of the Amares- 
vara temple there are long records in Sanskrit verses, 
but they do not afford any historical data. They are 
prayers to the gods, or eulogies of the goddess Narmada. 
One of these, having 64 verses, was composed by Halayudha, 
a resident of Navagr&ma in Dakshjna RarhI. The record 
is dated on Kactika Vadi 13 of Samvat 1 120 or A. D. 1063, 
An inscription on the left door jamb mentions Amaresvara, 
and is dated in Samvat 1619 or A, D. 1562. 


(152) MANDHATA CHAUB 1 S AVATAR TEMPLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

[In situ.) 

This temple contains a collection of medieval images 
of Vishnu, nine of which have short inscriptions giving 
the names of the various forms of Vishnu they represent, 
viz,) Vishnu, Adhokshaya, Padmanabha, Purushottama, 
Narayana, Vasudeva, Upendra, Madhava and Nasagha(?) 
The statues represented rather uncommon types of Vishnu 
and it was of importance to the worshipper to know the 
name of each image when he was doing puja to it. Other- 
wise the effect of his worship might become just the 
reverse of what he expected. 

We find on this temple the name of Magaradhaja Jogi. 


(153) MANDHATA SIDDHANATHA TEMPLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ,) 

On a pillar in the front row of the Siddhanatha temple 
the name of* Magaradhvaja Jogi 700 ’ is inscribed. On the 
floor there are numerous pilgrim records one of which on 
the door sill records the name of Maharaja Narsinghadeva 
of Chanderi dated the 5th day of the bright fortnight of 
Vai^akha in Samvat 1795 or A. D. 1738. 
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(IS4) PADMA kund inscriptions at khandwa. 

{In situ.) 

Padma Kunda is a tank on the western side of the 
Khandwa town. Kere there are six inscriptions on the roofs 
of some small niches in the side- walls of the tank embank- 
ment. The one on the northern side wall gives the name of 
Sri Padmanabha, to whom it appears a temple was dedicated 
and from whose ruins these niches were taken and used 
in repairing the Padma Kunda. On the western wall of the 
embankment there are three and on the southern two inscrip- 
tions, four of which are dated in Samvat 1185 or A * D - 1128, 
Three of them mention the name of Sodhadeva, who was 
probably the builder of the Padmanabha or Padme§vara 
temple. These records give the names of gods which 
were enshrined in the niches. One nich was meant 
for Trivikrama, another for Madhusudana, a third for 
Vishnu, and so on. It appears that the temples were all 
Vishnuite. 

(Cunningham's Archeological Reports ) Volume IX, 
pages 1 13 and 114.) 


(155) KHANDWA GUN INSCRIPTIONS. 

{Lying in the Khariciwa Public Gardens.) 

Three iron guns, apparently brought from either 
A slrgadh or Burhanpur, now lying in the public gardens, bear 
inscriptions giving the names of the Faruqi kings Mubarik 
and Adil Shah. One is dated in the Hijri year 962 (1554- 
55 A. D.), and mentions the name of Mubarik Shah Faruqi. 
Another appears to be dated in Hijri year (9)98 (a. D. 1589) 
and evidently refers to the reign of Adil Shah alias Raja 
Ali Khan. The third is very illegible. 

(Ntmar District Gazetteer , page 48.) 


(i$6) BURHANPUR AKBARI SARAI INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ .) 

It records the construction of the sarai in A.H. 1027 
(A. D. 1617-18) during the reign of Jahangir. The name 
of the inscriber is given in the Togra at the bottom. 
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(iS 7 ) BURHANPUR PIR TOMB INSCRIPTION, 

[In situ.) 

This is really a tomb of a lady named Mariam, who 
died in A, H. 1130 (A. D. 1717). The stone contains many 
quotations from the Quran. 


(158) ASIRGARH IDGAH INSCRIPTION, 

[In situ *) 

It mentions the name of Adil Shah (Faruqi) as the 
builder of the Idgah. 

(159) BURHANPUR PUBLIC BATH INSCRIPTION. 

(, Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

This inscription records that the baths were con- 
structed during Jahangir’s times by Mirza Abdul-Rahlm 
Khane-Khanan, the famous minister of Akbar. He 
served Jahangir for 21 years, dying only a few months 
before that emperor. The record is in Persian and the 
date is illegible. 
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BETUL DISTRICT. 

A, — IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(160) BETUL PLATES OF SAMKSHOBHA, 

[Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

These plates apparently belong to the Jubbuipore 
district, but they somehow came into the possession of 
a Betul malguzar, I he inscription refers to the 
Parivrajaka king Samkshobha, and is dated in the Gupta 
year 199 on the 10th day of Kartika, the Jupiter's year 
being Maha Margasirsha Dr. Kielhorn made up its Eng- 
lish equivalent as Monday, the 15th October A. D 518, but 
he said it might possibly correspond to Saturday, the 
15th September 5 1 8. Maharaja Samkshobha is stated to 
have been born in the family ol Susarman, and was the son 
of Maharaja Rastin, who was son of Damodara, who again 
was the son of Pnbhafijana, whose father was Devadhya. 
Samkshobha was a ruler over the Dabhala and 18 
forest kingdoms, and he is stated to have granted parts 
of two villages Prastaravataka and Dvaravatika in the 
province of Tripun to a Brahmana. Dabhala is identical 
with Dahala, the old name of the Jubbuipore country, 
and the 18 forest kingdoms apparently lay towards 
Chhattlsgarh and Baghelkhand, Tripun is the well-known 
Chedi capital at Tewar, which at the time of this grant 
was only the headquarters of a province of the same 
name and included the tract now covered by the Jubbui- 
pore district, Prastaravataka and Dvaravatika have been 
identified with Patpara (a deserted village) and Dwara, 
near Bilahrf, about 9 miles from Katni-Murwara. The 
Parivrajaka Maharajas seem to have had their capital 
somewhere in the Nagaud State, on the borders of 
the Murwara tahsll, and a number of their grants have 
been found there giving the same genealogy as in this 
inscription. 1 

[Epigraphta Indie a , Volume VIII, pages 284 ff.) 


1 See Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions , pages 93!?* 
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(x6i) TIWARKHED PLATES OF NANNARAJA. 

( With Rai Bahadur Hira Lai of Katni, district 
Jubbulpore .) 

Tiwarkhed is a village 14 miles from Multai and 43 
miles from Betul. The inscription refers itself to the 
Rashtrakuta dynasty, of which four kings are mentioned, 
the same as given in the Multai plates 1 : Durgara ja, his son 
Govfndaraja, his son Svamikaraja, whose son was Nanna- 
rAja. The last was also known as Yuddhasura, which is 
mentioned on the seal to which the plates were found 
strung. 

The charter records the grant of lands in the villages 
Tiverekheta and Ghuikheta, situated on the south bank of 
the Ambeviaraka nadi, on two occasions, vi# t) the Maha 
Kartikf day and on a solar eclipse. It also states that 
two officers of State gave 10 nivartanas of land of Karafi- 
jamalaya, on the eastern bank of the Sarasavahala and the 
Darbhavahala, The charter was afterwards issued from 
Achalapura, and is dated in the Saka year 553 in the month 
of Kartika, corresponding to October 631 A. D. In that 
month, however, there was no solar eclipse. Apparently 
the eclipse referred to is the one which occurred on 7th 
February 631 A. D., when the first grant was actually 
made. The second must have been made in the month 
of Kartika after which the charter was issued. 

This is an important record, inasmuch as it decides 
once for all that the Rashtrakutas dominated the Multai 
plateau. Of course the Multai plates pointed to the same 
conclusion, but as none of the five villages mentioned in that 
record was traceable in the Betul district, there was 
room for suspicion which the present charter removes. 
Tiverekheta is certainly Tiwarkhed, where the plates were 
found, and Ambhora nadi, on whose bank Tiwarkhed 
lies, is apparently the Ambeviaraka nadi of the record. 
Achalapura is identified with Ellichpur of the Amraoti 
district. The other places mentioned cannot be definitely 
located. If Karafijamalaya was a village, its modern 
representative must be one of the numerous Karafijas in 
Berar. There is a Ghuikhed about 40 miles away, but the 
river Ambhora does not run to it. 

{Eptgraphia Indica } Volume XI, pages 276 ff.) 


1 Indian Aniiq%ictty y Volume XVII, page 234. 
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( 162 ) multai plates of nannaraja. 

(In the possession of Chhote Bharti , disciple of Supal 
Bharti Gosain of Multai .) 

The inscription refers itself to a Rashtrakuta king 
Nannaraja (wrongly read as Nandaraja 1 ), otherwise called 
Yuddhasura, and records the grant, to a Brahman, of the 
village Jalaukuhe, hounded on the east, south, west and 
north f y the villages Kinihivattara, Pipparika, jaluka and 
Arjunagrama, respectively. The charter was issued in the 
Safea year 631, corresponding to A.D. 709-10. The 
Rashtrakuta kings mentioned in the record are Durgaraja, 
his son Govindaraja, his son Svamikaraja and his son 
Nannaraja alias Yuddhasura. There is a sort of break in 
the verses which makes this genealogy a little doubtful. 
The other record of the same king found at Tiwarkhed 
does not remove the difficulty. In fact, it is worded more 
vaguely than the record under notice. 

As none of the villages mentioned in this record have 
been yet identified, it was a matter of doubt whether the 
record belonged to the Multai plateau at all. If it was 
brought from elsewhere, there was nothing to support the 
surmise that the Multai plateau was under Rashtrakuta 
sway. This doubt has, however, been removed by the 
discovery of another set of copper-plates, belonging to the 
same king, found at Tiwarkhed, a village close to Multai. 
It mentions the name of the village in which it was found, 
and records that some land in it was given to a Brahmana 
by Nannaraja. (See No, 161.) 

There is a village named Jolka about 3 miles south of 
the Betul town and another named Arjunawari about 
4 miles further south, which appear to be similar to Jaluka 
and Arjunagrama of the Multai record, but their situation 
is such as to preclude the possibility of their identity^ with 
the villages of the record, unless it may be supposed that 
the practice of shifting village sites, as is still done in some 
parts of these provinces, was prevalent in the Betul district 
in the 8th Century A, D. Again, there is no trace of the 
remaining three villages mentioned in the record. Dr. Fleet 


1 The impressions of the plates reproduced in the Indian Antiquary , 
Volume XVIII, page 234, clearly show that the name was^Nannaraja and 
not Nandaraja ; compare nd in ovendur in line 2, which will show why nn 
of Nanna cannot be nd. 
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examined several sheets of maps, but he could not trace 
any two villages in close vicinity answering to those 
mentioned in the record anywhere south of the Narmada 
up to the Nizam’s dominions or in the country of Khan- 
desb and Gujarat. If they were included in the Betul 
district, they appear to have been deserted so long ago 
as to leave no trace behind. 

{Indian Antiquary , Vobme XVIII, pages 230 ff.J 
Journal , Bengal Asiatic Society , Volume VI, pages 869 ff.) 

(163) KHERLA FORT INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

On the eastern wall of the Kherla fort, which is 5 
miles from Betul, there is a stone with an inscription which 
apparently belonged to a step-well, as in the 7th line it 
mentions that the illustrious Haradeva constructed a VapI 
(step-well) to the north of Khetakapura, which is apparently 
the old name of Kherla. The record is dated in Samvat 
1420 and Saka 1285, corresponding to A.D. 1363. This 
proves that Kherla fort cannot be older than A.D. 1363, 
and there is evidence to show that it cannot be later 
than 1398 A.D., because that was the year in which 
Narasimha Rai, king of Kherla, opened hostilities with 
the Bahmanf kings of Berar, who in turn invaded his 
country and pursued his troops to Kherla, leaving upwards 
of ten thousand slain upon the field, while Narasimha 
Rai, having with much difficulty gained the fortress, was 
besieged by the victorious army. This is what the 
Persian historian Firishta tells us. There is a sort of 
genealogy of local kings given in the record, but the latter 
is much too mutilated to furnish any reliable data on the 
subject, 

B —UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(164) SOMARIPET BLUNGUAL INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ) 

Somaripet is a village near Kherla. It contains an 
inscription in Hindi and Persian stating that Hazrat 
Nizamshah (perhaps a local Governor) became Sahid and 
the memorial was set up by Imperial order. 
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(165) MUKTAGIRI INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

Muktagiri is 67 miles from Betul, bordering on the 
Ellichpur taluk of the Amraoti district. It is a hill sacred 
to the Jainas, and contains 48 temples with about 85 idols 
of various Tirthankaras, besides 25 enshrined in a new 
temple built at the foot of the hill. Many of these statues 
are inscribed, the dates given on them ranging between 
1488 and 1893 A.D. Some of the temples have inscrip- 
tions bearing the names of their repairers or builders. 
One is dated in 1634 A. D. The most recent repairer 
is Bapfi Shah of Ellichpur who spent Rs. 22,000 over 
them in 1896 A.D. 


(166) BANUR COPPER-PLATES OF ACHALADASA. 
{Lost,) 

Banfir is a village 16 miles south-east of Betul. 
The plates were found by one Phundiya Bhoyar and 
presented to the Tahslldar of Multai on Monday the 12th 
tit hi of the bright fortnight of Phalguna in Vikrama 
Samvat 1909 (A.D. 1852). What the Tahslldar did with 
the plates is not known, but a copy of the record was 
maintained by the Dharm^dhikarl family of Multai, The 
record appears to be genuine. It purports to be an 
agrahara patt'a granting the village Amadaha in Kotha- 
raka mariclala to one Janardana Upadbyaya, who acted as 
priest at the udyapana ceremony of two wells on 
Sunday, the nth day of the bright fortnight of Jyeshtha, 
in the expired year 1427 of the Vikrama era bearing the 
name Anala, in the Chitra nakshatra and Varlyana 
The minor details do not work out satisfactorily, but 
Samvat 1427 was certainly followed by the cyclic year 
Ana^a, equivalent to the English year 1370. The donor 
was Achaladasa, who is described as Praudha Pratapa 
Chakravarti Maharajadhiraja Nothing is known as to 
who he was, but his viruda suggests a connection with 
the later Yadavas of Deogiri, while thejiame points to a 
connection with Garha Gond house, Amadaha is a small 
village four miles from Banur. Kofcharaka'is not traceable. 
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(167) MULTAI TANK INSCRIPTIONS. 

[In situ*) 

Multai is the headquarters of a tahsil and is the source 
of the river Taptf. 

There are two small inscriptions one on the Tapti 
Kunda and the other in the CbinteSvara temple, both of 
which are illegible. 



CHHINDWARA DISTRICT. 

A, — IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(x68) DUDIA PLATES OF PRAVARASENA II. 

Dudia is a tillage 30 miles south-west of Chhind- 
wara. 

The inscription is one of Maharaja Pravarasena II of 
the Vakataka dynasty, and does not give any more infor- 
mation about it than is furnished by the Chammak 
(No, 242) and Sewani (No. 126) grants which were issued 
by the same king. It is dated on the 10th day of the 
fourth fortnight of the rainy season in the 23rd year of the 
Maharaja's reign and records the grant of some land 
at Darbbamalaka in the Chandrapura Sahgamika (con- 
fluence of rivers), and at Karmakara in the Hiranyapura 
bhdga (territorial division) in the province of Arammi. 
Arammi is apparently Arvi, a tahsil in the W ardha district, 
which adjoins Amraoti district. Close to Arvi lies the 
taluk of Chandur, which is evidently the Chandrapura of 
our inscription. Near it there is a confluence of two rivers, 
Chandrabhaga and SarasvatL Hiranyapura (golden town) 
may be identified with Songaon near Chandur and Karma- 
kara with Kalamgaon close to Chandur. Dharbhamalaka 
is not traceable, and it is possible it may have been only 
a plot of land abounding in dar'oha or kusa grass so 
scarce in Vidarbha (the land destitute of darbka) y which 
was the old name of Berar. 

This grant, like the two others of the same king, 
purports to be issued from Pravarapura, which remains 
unidentified. 

( Epigraphia India y Volume III, pages 258 ff.) 


(169) NILKANTHI STONE INSCRIPTION. 

NUkanthi is a village 14 miles south of Chhindwara. 
On a pillar which appears formerly to have belonged to 
a temple there is a much defaced inscription, but the 
name of the king Krishna III of the Rashtrakuta line can 
still be made out. This king belonged to the 10th Century 
A.D. Another fragmentary inscription of the same king 
was found at NllkanthI and is now deposited in the Nagpur 
Museum. We know from the Multai and Tiwarkhed 
plates (Nos* 162 and 16 1) that the Rashtrakutas dominated 
even the Betul district , and naturally the intervening 
district of Chhindwara must have belonged to them. 

[Chhindwara District Gazetteer , pages 222 and 223.) 
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RAIPUR DISTRICT. 

The Raipur district has a small museum in which 
some inscriptions of the Chhattisgarh division are deposit- 
ed. Their list is given in Part C with references as to 
where their notices may be found. The Raipur district, 
with Arang, Sirpur and Rajim once very important places, 
has furnished a good deal of epigraphical matter which 
is valuable from a historical point of view. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(170) ARANG PLATES OF BHIMASENA. 

[In ike possession of Sri Rrishtia, Mdlguzar of Arahg.) 

Arang is a village 22 miles east of Raipur and 
contains a number of antiquarian remains (see Raipur 
District Gazetteer , pages 257 ff.), Of the three sets of cop- 
per-plates found here, this record is the oldest and refers 
itself to Maharaja Bbimasena II. It records the grant of 
Vatapallika in the district of Donda to two RigvedI 
Brahmans. The charter was issued from the SuvarnnanadI 
(river), where apparently the donor had gone to bathe on 
some festival* The genealogy of Bbimasena is given for 
six generations thus Bbimasena II, son of Dayitavarman 
II, son 9! Bhimasena 1 , son of Vibhihshana, son of Dayita I, 
son of Stira; but it is not clear to which particular dynasty 
they belonged. They are stated to have been born of a 
family celebrated for its dignity like that of the royal 
ascetics ( rdjarshitulyakula *). From this it may be 
inferred that they were something like the Parivrajaka 
Maharajas of DabhalS (Jubbulpore country) and were like 
them vassals of the Early (or Imperial) Guptas in whose era 
this inscription is dated. 2 The Parivrajaka inscriptions 


2 This probably refers to the Gupta family. In the Udayagiri cave 
inscription (vide Gupta Inscriptions , page 35), Chandragupta II is called 
“ JRdjadhirajarship which implies that lie combined in him both regal 
and religious qualifications, an ideal to which the feudatory chiefs would 
be prone to liken their own families. In deference to his Sovereign Lord, 
Bhimasena could not arrogate the title of rajarshi to his family and that 
seems to be the reason why he inserts the word tulya (like), bor similar 
reasons it appears their northern feudatories called themselves Parivrajaka, 
which means ‘ a religious mendicant 1 . 

a Cunningham describes {Archaeological Reports , Volume IX, page 26) 
two silver coins ol a certain Bhimasena, who must have belonged to 
a dynasty which succeeded the Guptas. The peacock device of the 
Guptas is continued in those coins, but the faces on the obverse are turned 
to the lefLas if to denote a change of dynasty. 
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range from 475 to 528 A.D., and this belongs to the Gupta 
year 282 or A.D. 60 r. It introduces us to another similar 
family under the overlordship of the Guptas, which appa- 
rently continued to be acknowledged, at least in Chhattlsgarh, 
up to so late a date as the commencement of the 7th 
Century A.D, It was in the middle of the 4th Century 
that Samudra Gupta conquered the Mahakosala 
(Chhattlsgarh) country, by defeating the then ruling king 
Mahendra, of whom we know nothing beyond his name 
and so have no materials to establish any connection 
between him and the dynasty as given in this inscription. 
We know that Mahendra was not ousted. He was 
liberated 1 and his dynasty must have continued to rule 
for about 100 years, if Bbimasena’s family was a different 
one. The first king Sura of the latter line must have 
flourished in the middle of the 5th Century, to judge from 
the number of generations which intervened between the 
two. In Chhattisgarh several dynasties have ruled and 
many inscriptions have been round, but this is the only one 
among them which is dated in the Gupta era. In other 
parts of India, too, inscriptions referring to the Guptas 
have been discovered and their era remained in use even 
after their imperial power had come to an end. That is, 
in the words of Dr, Fleet, though the direct line of the 
Early Gupta dynasty itself may hive become extinct, 
Gupta dominion still continued, and the name of the Gupta 
kings was still recognized as a power down to A.D, 6or. 
Prior to the discovery of this inscription the latest date 
expressly given in the Gupta era was only 528 A. D. It is 
true that the inscriptions of the Valabhi kings show that 
the Gupta era continued in use in Kathiawad and some 
neighbjuring parts of Gujarat, at least as late as A.D. 
766, but the era has not been specifically named after the 
Guptas in any of them. 

The exact date of the inscription appears to be the 
18th of the Bhadra month of the Gupta year 282, It does 
not admit of verificatio i, as the week day is not mentioned. 
Its English equivalent, as calculated by the late Mr. Gokul 
Piasad (Assistant Commissioner, Income-tax Department), is 
Tuesday, the 22nd August 6oi, on the assumption that the 
Gupta era began on 26th February 320 A.D., which is taken, 
as the coronation day of Chandra Gupta I. 3 The accuracy 


T Fleet's Gzipta Inscriptions , page 12, 

* Smith's Early History of India , 3rd edition, page 280. 
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of the above calculation cannot, however, be relied on 
owing to the uncertainty as to whether the date is really 
the 18th, the figure for 8 being doubtful So much, how- 
.ever, is certain that this inscription was recorded in the 
year 601 A.D, 

With regard to geographical names, Suvarnnanadi is 
apparently the Son which rises from the Amarkantaka hills, 
and after a course of about 40 miles in Chhattlsgarh 
finally joins the Ganges, It has been identified with the 
Sonos of Arrian, as also with his Erannoboas, the other 
Sanskrit name of the Son being Hiranyavaha or Hiranya- 
vahin. As for Donda and Vatapallika, the latter of 
which must be looked for in a form such as Badapall or 
Barapall, there are so many places in Chhattlsgarh bearing 
these names that it is difficult to say which particular ones 
were meant. The nearest Donda or Duncla, as we find 
it, is one situated 25 miles west of Arang, where the plate 
was found, and the nearest Barapal! is 30 miles east of 
Arang and about 50 miles east of Dunda. It is included in 
the present Kaudia Zamindarl on the _other side of the 
Mahanadi, It would then appear that Arang also \ras in 
those days included iu the Donda district, and the donees, 
if they were residents of Arang, lived half-way between 
the headquarters of the district and the village granted to 
them. 


(Epigrapkia I?idica ) Volume IX, pages 342 ff.) 


(171) BALODA PLATES OF T 1 VARADEVA 

(hi possession of Khagcsvara Gond s son of Udc Singh 
of Baloda in the Phuljhar Zamindari .) 

Baloda is a village in the Phuljhar Zamindari, about 80 
miles from Raipur, The inscription refers to Tivaracleva 
or MahaSiva Tfvararaja, son of Nannadeva of the Pandu 
lineage and grandson of Indrabala, and records the grant 
of a village Menkiddaka in the district of Sundarikamarga 
for the benefit of a rest-house which had been established 
at Bilvapadraka at the request of his son-in-law; Nannaraja* 
None of these villages is traceable except Srlpura, the 
present Sirpur from which the charter w^s issued. Tivara- 
deva is stated in this record to have acquired the sove- 
reignty of the whole of Kosala, apparently Dakshina or 
Mahakosala, the old name of Chhattlsgarh. The record as 
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dated in the regnal year 9 on the 27th of Jyeshfcha month. 
The king in this record is the same as that of Riiim plate 
(No. 172). 

[Epigraphia Indica , Volume VII, pages 106 ff,) 


(172) RAJIM PLATES OF TIVARADEVA. 

{In the possession of the priests of Rajtvalochana temple 

at Rajim .) 

Rajim is a town on the hank of the Mahanadi, 29 
miles south east of Raipur. The inscription is one of 
Mahasiva-Tfvararaja or Tivaradeva of the Pandu lineage 
and lord of the Kosala country, apparently Dakshina 
Kosala, the old name of Chhattlsgarh. It was issued from 
Srlpura, the modern Sirpur, 37 miles north-east of Raipur. 
Tlvaradeva’s father was Nannaraja, 1 son of Indrabala. 
This charter records a grant of a village Pimparipadraka 
belonging to the Penthama bhukti , both of wfiich remain 
unidentified, The record is dated in the 7th year of 
Tivaradeva’s reign on the 8th day of Kartika. 

(Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions , pages 291 ff,; Asiatic 
Researches , Volume XV, pages 499 ff.; and Cunningham's 
Archaeological Rep oris , Volume XV J I, page 17,} 


(173) SIRPUR GANDHESVARA TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS 
OF SIVA GUPTA, 

{In situ.) 

Sirpur, whose old name w as Srlpura (the city of 
wealth), was once the capital of Mahakosaia or Chhatlls- 
garh and contained a large number of temples which have 


l Dr. Fleet calls Tivaradeva as the adopted son of Nannaraja, being 
misled by tke omissions of the engraver. Lines 16 and 17 of the Rajim 
plates read Srtnannadevasya tanaya prdptah svapunyasainbhdra prasa (sa 
mit-aseshajagad-upadravah (Gupta Inscriptions! pige ? 9 $)i while line ig 
of the Baloda plates of the same king reads Srinannadevasya tanaya (k) 
prdptasakala-kosaiddkipatyah smapunnyas; etc , ( Epigrapkia Indie a , 
Volume VII, page 103). It is thus plain that in the Rajim plates sakala 
kosalddhipatyab was omitted apparently inadvertently after prdpta> before 
which the engraver happened to place a •uisarga <Ln& so commenced 
copying the letter next to a msarga which occurred really after ddhi -■ 
paty&h • The genealogy of the Sirpur kings has been fully discussed in 
£he~ Epigrapkia Indica, Volume XL pages 187 ff. 
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all fallen, the only exceptions being the Lakshmana and 
Gandhesvara temples. The latter was repaired by the 
Bhonsdlas who took all kinds of old material from the ruins 
of other temples and used it in making the mahamanclapa , 
We therefore find here a number of inscriptions, some of 
which do not really belong to this temple. Under the 
present circumstances they have all to be described as 
GandheSvara temple inscriptions. Altogether there are 
six inscriptions, ol which perhaps 2 or 3 only may be said 
to belong to G and hes vara temple. The one which 
specifically mentions the name Gandharvesvara is built into 
the plinth (on the right side as you enter). It records the 
arrangement made for the offerings of flowers for the pujd 
of GandheSvara by one Jejuraka, a subject of prince Siva 
Gup* a in whose kingdom pious people lived. These were 
to be supplied by malts of Navahatta (new market). The 
latter may have been a quarter of Sirpur, if not a separate 
village. 

Underneath this record there is a second one of a 
similar purport, but giving the genealogy of Siva Gupta. 
It states that two persons, Nagadeva and Kesava, assigned 
certain funds for pro\iding garlands of flowers for the 
worship of Siva by contributions from the gardeners living 
in the, town of Srlpura. By way of introduction it is stated 
that Sivagupta, also styled Balarjuna, was a son of Harsha- 
gupta, the son of Chandragupta, who was a son of Nanna- 
deva, also called Nannegvara, the son of Indrabala, ,who 
was a son of the prince Udayana, of the family of Sasa- 
dhara { the moon \ t\ e. t of the lunar race ; not as h?s been 
stated elsewhere, in consequence of a misreading, * of the 
race of Savaras, or of the Savara lineage/ The genealogy 
of these kings has been discussed in the Sirpur { Laksh- 
mana * temple inscription (No. 174). The Srfpura of this 
record is the present Sirpur as shown elsewhere. 

The third inscription is on the top of the first. It is 
incomplete, the first portion having altogether disappeared. 
The names of the composer and engraver remain. The 
first was Sumangaia, son of Tsradatta, and the second 
Siltradhara Rishigana, 

The fourth inscription is engraved on a slab built into 
the floor at the entrance. It is also in praise of Siva, and 
mentions the name of BalSrjuna, which was another name 
of Sivagupta. It also pears to refer to offerings of 
flowers as the mdldkdras (gardeners) of Pranavahatfcak 
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are mentioned. Apparently the Pranavahattaka of this 
record is the same as Navahattaka of the third inscription 
noted above. 

The fifth one is a pillar bearing inscriptions on 3 sides. 
They are long records, but much mutilated, ^ In the fourth 
line of the northern face occurs the name of Sivagupta, and 
further on it is stated that he obtained the title of 
Balarjuna by his skill in the use of arrows by which he killed 
his enemies. In line 14 Srlpuri is mentioned, and in line 20 
Srlmangala, who was apparently the composer of the 
record. The latter may be identical with the Sumangala 
of the 3rd inscription noted above. The western face is 
much too worn to give any information. The eastern 
face mentions Sivagupta and Balarjuna in lines 4 and 5 
respectively. 

The sixth inscription is on another pillar opposite to 
the one described above. On its western face there is a 
very long record of 5; lines in small letters. It is very 
much worn. It appears to be a grant of a village, as 
the word g> amo occurs in line 40 and at the end there are 
imprecatory verses. The inscription on its western face 
is as bad, and the only name that can be made out is 
Balarjuna in line 5, 

(. Indian Antiquary , Volume XVIII, pages 149 ff. ; 
Cunningham's A rch&ological Reports, Volume XVII, page 
25 ; Cousens* Progress Report > 1904, pages 49 ff.) 


{174) SIRPUR ‘ LAKSH MANA TEMPLE » STONE 
INSCRIPTION OF MAH ASIVAGUPTA. 

{Deposited in the Raipur Museum.) 

This stone was found while removing the debris of 
the mandapa belonging to the Lakshmana temple made 
of brick. 

The record consists of two parts, via., a eulogy and 
rules for the temple management. 1 he inscription begins 
with an invocation to Pur ushottama. Then follows the 
praise of the king MahaSivagupta, his mother and two 
ancestors (father and grand father). The historical informa- 
tion which this inscription conveys is that in the lunar 
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race there was a hero whose name is illegible. His son 
was Harshagupta, From him was born Mahasivagupta, 
who was also known as Balarjuna, owing to his proficiency 
in the use of arms. He apparently had a younger brother 
named Ranakesarin. We are then informed that his 
mother, named Vasata, was the daughter of Suryavarma, 
king of Magadha. She became a widow and constructed 
a temple dedicated to Hari, the same to which this inscrip- 
tion was affixed. 

In the second part details are given as to how the 
income accruing from the five villages, Todankana, 
Madhuvedha, Nallpadra, Kurapadra and Vanapadra, given 
for the maintenance of the temple, was to be utilized, and 
an additional village (Vargullaka) was specially set apart 
to meet the expenses of daily offerings to the god. 

Like other inscriptions of Sirpur, this is also undated, 
and its age therefore can only be determined from its 
characters, which, as stated before, belong to the 8th or 
Qth Century A.D. Mahasivagupta, who is mentioned in 
almost all the inscriptions so far found in Sirpur, seems 
to have been a temple-builder, or at least he encouraged 
others to build them. Apparently he was aSaiva, although 
his mother was Vaisbnava, and so was his father who is 
described in verse 20 as updsitdchyutak , t, by whom 
Vishnu was worshipped. From an inscription in the 
Candhesvara temple we know five ancestors of Mah££iva- 
gupta, so that this inscription gives no additional informa- 
tion about the family, as it only takes us back to his 
grand father. But verse 6 leads us to the important 
inference that Maha^ivagupla's grandfather (Chandra- 
gupta) had an elder brother who was king. This 
elder brother cannot be any other than the Tlvara- 
deva of the Rajim and Baloda plates. He was the 
son of Nannadeva, Chandragupta's father. Tivara- 
deva’s inscriptions were issued from Sripura, and he is 
described as being the "Supreme Lord of Kosala/' He 
had apparently no issue, and his brother probably succeeded 
him. 

A second historical fact to be gleaned from this 
inscription is the discovery of one additional name in the 
line of Varma kings of Magadha, vtz. } Silryavarma, who 
must have flourished about the 8th Century a. D. He 
apparently belonged to the Western Magadha dynasty. 
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He must have been a contemporary of Chandragupta, to 
whose son (Harshagupta) he gave his daughter in mar- 
riage. 

Attention may be called to the name Ranakesarin 
(in verse 12), who would appear to have been a younger 
brother of Maha§ivagupta. Dr. Rielhorn drew atten- 
tion to this name with a view to show that names ending 
in Kesarin were not unknown in this family, as a curious 
coincidence between the Sirpur kings and the Orissa 
Resarl family. The second name of Hhavadeva, who. 
Dr Kielhorn said, was a cousin of Indrabala's son Nanna- 
deva, the father of both Tivaradeva and Chandragupta, 
was also Ranakesarin, but we meet it in the direct line 
here. In spite of the overwhelming palaeographic 
evidence which tends to disprove any connection between 
the Sirpur dynasty and that of the Somavarns! kings of 
Katak (or more correcUy of Vinitapura or Yayatinagara, 
in both of which a Sivagupta occurs) it seems possible 
that General Cunningham may still prove to have been 
right in linking them together, although the dates assigned 
to them by him were all wrong. The kings of Sirpur appear 
to have been ousted by the kings of Sarabhapura, whose 
inscriptions have been found in the country round about 
and in close vicinity of Sirpur, vis., at Arang, Raipur, 
Khariar and Sararigarh, which enclose Sirpur from all direc- 
tions, north, south, east and west. The writer has already 
identified several of the villages mentioned in them (see 
Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, page 283), and their 
position shows that a very large portion of the present 
Chhattisgarh division came under their sway. Probably 
they could not conquer the whole of Mahakosala which 
extended from the confines of Berar to the boundary of the 
Katak district. The Sirpur dynasty, having been driven 
further east, settled in some place on the bank of the 
MahanadI, They still continued to rule at least a part of 
Kosala. That seems to be the reason why they continued 
to call themselves i Lords of Kosala/ unwilling to show 
a reduced front. They had probably lost the western 
portion of Mahakosala for ever, and that seems to be 
the reason why most of the villages granted by them 
are situated in Sambaipur district and the adjoining 
leudatory States of Patna and Sonpur. The Sirpur 
dynasty probably regained its former power, but could not 
regain the lost kingdom, as, although the Sarabhapura 
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kings seem to have fallen as quickly as they rose they 
were succeeded by another rising power, the Haihayas 
of Tunfitn&na, who eclipsed the chiefs of the whole of 
Chhattisgarh and extended their dominions still further. 

Dr. Fleet assigned the characters of the rocords of the 
Somavamsi kings of Katak to the nth Century, and 
said that even if a somewhat earlier period than that which 
had been arrived at should be hereafter established for 
Sivagupta and his successors of the Katak line, the 
palseographic changes in so many details appeared more 
than could possibly be covered by the lapse of a single 
generation. His conclusion was that the kings mentioned in 
these inscriptions were to be placed somewhere between 
A. D. 1000 and noo. Since the characters of the Sirpur 
inscriptions are believed to belong to about the gth 
century, it w'ould appear that Dr, Fleet placed an 
interval of a little more than ioo years to account for 
the palaeographic difficulties. This is a period which 
may easily be covered by three generations, and on examin- 
ing the genealogical table made out from the records 
of the Somavamsi kings as given by Dr. Fleet on 
page 327 of the Efigraphia Indica ) Volume III, it appears 
that a link of two generations is at present missing , which 
further discoveries might bring to light. There are four 
kings in this list, but there are only two names, 
Sivagupta and Bhavagupta. These were probably official 
names, assumed on the installation as king, as is still done 
in some of the States towards Orissa, for instance, the 
Raja of Bamra is either a Sudhaladeva or a Tribhuvana- 
deva, In the list of the Katak kings it will be seen that 
three of them have a second name which may have been 
their birth-names or titles. The Sivagupta of our inscrip- 
tion had also a second name, Balarjuna. This 

Balarjuna Sivagupta may possibly be the grand father of 
the titleless Sivagupta of the Katak inscriptions. By the 
way, it may be noted that his grand-uncle (Tivaradeva), 
w r ho was king, was also a Mahasiva as stated in theBalods 
and Rsjim plates. 1 Apparently the other name of 
Harshagupta was Mahlbhavagupta, and any further dis- 
coveries giving both the names would confirm this surmise. 
So we can trace back the official title of Mahasiva up to 
Tivaradeva at least, ^and he was possibly great-great-grand- 
uncle of the first Sivagupta of the Somavamsi records. 

1 See Bpigrapkia lndica ) Volume VII, page 103, and Fleet's Gupta 
Inscriptions) page 396. 
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According to this view, the genealogical tree of the 
amalgamated Sirpur and Katak Gupta dynasty would be 
as under : — 




U day an a 


f Indrabala 


I 

! 

Name not 
preserved 


Nannadeva or Isanadeva 
Nannesvara 


Mahasiva Chandragupta 

'rtvaradeva 1 


I 

I 1 

(*> (2) ( 3 ) (4) 

Names of (1), Bhnvadeva, 

(2), (3) not Ranakesarin or 
preserved Chintadurga 


Harshagupta 


Mahasivagupta Ranakesarin 

Balarjuna 

Mababhavagupta. 


Mahaslvagupta 
or Sivagupta 
(the first of 
Katak list) 


Mahabhavagupta 

Janamejaya. 

i 

i 

Mahasivagupta 

Yayati, 


Mahabhavagupta 

Bhlrnaratha. 

With regard to geographical names, the country of 
Magadha, whence the temple builder was brought in 
marriage, is well-known. The other places mentioned are 
6 villages given to the temple and its accessories, ■ Of • 
these, Kurapadra is the same as Kulapadar, 15 miles 
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south-east of Sir pur, and Varguliaka is apparently GullQ 
about 10 miles south-west of Sirpur and 5 from Arang. 
Todankana may be TurengA near Kulapadar. About 
4 miles from Turenga there is a village named Madhuban, 
which may be identical with Madhuvedha of the inscription. 
The remaining two (Nallpadra and Vanapadra) are not 
traceable. 

The writer’s idea is that when Balarjuna’s successor 
was driven out from Sirpur he fled straight off to the east 
and settled at a spot where he first met the sacred 
MahanadI whose waters had sanctified generations of his 
ancestors. To this obscure place he in his dejection 
gave the appropriate name of Vinltapura or the town 
of the humbled. This is rather fanciful, but is nevertheless 
plausible. The alternative name of Yayatinagara was 
apparently imposed upon it during the reign of one of his 
prosperous descendants named Yayati, otherwise known as 
MahaSivagupta. It is noteworthy that prior to his times 
the name Yayatinagara does not occur in any inscriptions. 
In fact he himself used the older name (Vinitapura) in the 
records of the 8th and 9th years of his reign, which 
fact shows that till then the idea of naming the town 
after himself had not occurred to him. It was probably 
somewhere between the 9th and 24th year of his reign that 
the town changed its name. Since then the official name 
seems to have become Yayatinagara, and we have in all 
four inscriptions mentioning it, two of which belong to 
the 24th and 28th years of his own reign, and two to the 
3rd and 13th year of his son’s. This name apparently con- 
tinued to be used as long as Vinitapura remained the capital, 
at least in official circles, but, as is well known, the original 
name usually sticks so persistently in the popular mind that 
it is difficult to eradicate it. Many a monarch has endeav- 
oured to change the names of big cities and call them after 
his own, but the old name has usually asserted the ground, 
and apparently the same happened with Vinitapura, which 
name now can be traced in the corrupted form Binka J 

1 This view has been adopted by Mr, B. C. Mazumdar in his article 
on the Sonpur plates (JEpigraphia lndica y Volume XI, page 93 ff,). It 
may be noted here that before the publication of his article in the 
Epigtaphia cr his booklet named Sonpur (which was published in 1911 
and in which he reproduced his article on the Soepur plates before it was 
published in the Journal for which it was intended) the identification of 
Vinitapura with Binka had been made public in the History Chapters of 
Raipur and Bilaspur District Gazetteers {mde pages 4 1 and 31 respectively) 
published in 1909 and 1910 respectively. Needless to sa^ that thess 
chapters were prepared by the writer of this book. 
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This is a small town in the Sonpur State, 16 miles north 
of the present capital of that State, It fulfills all the 
conditions appertaining to Viultapura and is central to all 
the camps from which the kings issued their charters. The 
villages granted, so far as they have been identified, are 
situated dose to and round about Binka. The existence 
of a village named Rajpali (meaning royal hamlet) within 
a mile of the present Binka town is significant There are 
also remains of a fort close by and a ghat embankment 
on the Mahanadi, It is remarkable that there are amongst 
the donees Brahmana immigrants from MadhyadeSa and 
even distant SravastI in Qudh. Their advent to this 
remote place may easily be explained by the fact that 
Binka lay, as it does now, on the high road to Jagannatha 
Purl, one of the four t*hamas or the most sacred places 
of India, which Hindus from all corners of the country 
visited as they still continue to do. Some of these learned 
Pandits of the celebrated district of SravastI might have 
been induced to settle there, either by the solicitation of the 
king or by necessity owing to the difficulty of crossing 
long distances for want of good communications, accen- 
tuated by the dangers of the road, which was infested by 
robbers of all descriptions, 

(. Epigrapiha Indica ) Volume XI, pages 184 ff.) 


(175) ARANG PLATES OF MAHA JAYARAJA, 

(, Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This inscription is one of Mahi Jayaraja issued from 
the town of Sarabhapura. It records the grant of a village 
Pamva in the Purvarashtra or eastern country. # r i he 
village has been identified with Pamgarh in the Bilaspur 
district '* Epi graphi \i Indica , Volume IX, page 2183). 1 h e 
capital Sarabhapura of these kings has not yet been identi- 
fied. Dr. Sten Konow suggests Sarabha^aram in the Goda- 
vari district, where copper plates of the Lord of Chikur, 
written in similar characters were found. 1 The inscription 
is dated in the regnal year, but it apparently belongs to the 
8th or qth Century, as’judged from its characters, 

(Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions , pages 191 ff. ; and Cun- 
ningham's Archeological Reports , Volume XVII 
pages 55 ff j ; 

” 1 gee Epigraph ia Indica . Volume XIII, pages io4 ff. and Sir John 

Marshall’s Annual Report of the ^Arcfueological Report for 1916-17, 
page 19, 
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(176) RAIPUR PLATES OF MAHA SUDEVARAJA. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

This inscription, like that of Mah 5 Jayaraja (No. 175), 
is recorded in the box-headed variety of Central India 
alphabet and was issued from Sarabhapura by Maha Sudeva- 
raja granting a village (Silsahika) in the Pftrvarashtra or 
eastern country. The village has been identified with 
Sirsahi 1 in the Baloda Baz5r tahsii of the Raipur district. 
The inscription is dated in the regnal year, and apparently 
belongs to 8th or 9th Century a.D. 

(Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions, pages 196 ff.; and 
Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume XVII, 
page 55.) 


(177) KHARIAR PLATES OF MAHA SUDEVA. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum.) 

Khariar is 1 16 miles from Raipur. The inscription 
refers itself to the Raja Maha Sudeva and tedated in the 
2nd year of his reign on the 29th day of Sravana. This 
gives no clue to its age, but the characters belong to 
about the 8th Century A.D. The charter was issued 
from Sarabhapura, and records the grant of the Navannaka 
village near Sambilaka in the Kshiti Mandahara. 

Navannaka may be NahnS or Naina (3 miles south of 
Khariar), where the plates were actually found. Other 
localities are not traceable. 

(. Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, page i;o.) 

(178) RAJIM STONE INSCRIPTION OF JAGAPALADEVA. 

{In situ.) 

This inscription is affixed to a wall of the Rajlvalo- 
chana temple, and records that one Jagapala, also called 
Jagasimba, established a temple of Rama and assigned a 
village named Salamaliya (said to have been deserted and 
a new village Rohana established near its ancient site). 
It is dated in the Kalachuri year 896 on Wednesday, the 


1 Epigraphia Indie a , Volume IX, page 283, 
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{177 -a) ARANG COPPER PLATE CHARTER OF 
MAHASUDEVARAJA. 

{In possession of Bhdgirathi Sonkar of Aran g.) 

This inscription records the royal confirmation of the 
grant of a village Sivilingoka situated in the Trisaddha y bhukii 
by a Pratihara Bhogilla. The charier ,was issued from Sarabha- 
puraand is dated in the regnal year. Sivilihgaka and Trisaddha 
remain unidentified. 


{Not yet published.) 


(177.6) SIRPUR FRAGMENTARY COPPER PLATE 
INSCRIPTION OF MAHASUDEVARAJA. 


{In possession of Ramcratnaldl Agarwdld, Tdluqaddr 
of Sirpur.) 

This inscription records the grant of a village by 
Mahasudevaraja of Sarabhapura dated in the regnal year. It 
bears the seal of Mahajayaraja, son of Prasanna, which shows 
that there were two sets of plates, one of which lost its seal 
and another its plates. So the seal was misjoined to a 
wrong set. 


{Not yet published ,) 
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8th cf the bright half of Magha month, corresponding to 
3rd January A.D, 1145. This inscription is very import- 
ant, referring as it does to the various conquests made by 
Jagap&la for the Ratanpur kings. It mentions a number of 
names of places which were ruled by different kings 
in the 12th ('entury A.D. and which were brought 
under the Haihaya sway by Jagaoala. Dr. Kielhdrn 
identified most of them, except those which the writer 
found incorrectly read by him from the impressions 
of the inscription, on comparison with the actual record 
on the stone. 

The inscription fust gives the genealogy of Jagapala 
from Thakkura Sahilla of the Rajamala race which gave 
delight to the Pafichahamsa race as having gone forth 
from the Vadahara country (now' known as Badahar lying 
south of IV? irzapur). Sahilla had a younger brother named 
Vasudev^, and 3 sons, Bhayila, Desola and Svamin, who 
conquered the Bhattavila (Baghelkhand) and Vihara 
countries. Svamin had two sons of whom the elder one 
Jayadeva acquired the district of Dandora (Sarguja), while 
Devasirnha, the younger son, took the Komo manfiala 
(Pendra) Zamfndarl. After this a lady (Udaya) is mention- 
ed, who was the mother of Jagapala, whose father must 
have been either Jayadeva or Devasirnha, as the record 
does not make a specific mention of the same. 

The exploits of Jagapala are further described. Afraid 
of him, the valorous Mayurikas (apparently people of 
Mavurbhanj State in Orissa) and the Savantas (the 
aboriginal Saonta tribe found in the Bilaspur district) 
betook themselves to the mountains. Moreover, during 
the reign of the illustrious lord Jajalladeva, Jagapala con- 
quered Ratha, Terama and Tamanala ^Tamnar) countries, 
all situated* to the north of the Raigarh State and included 
in it. Djring the reign of Ratnadeva, he conquered 
Talahari (probably the northern portion of the lanjgir 
tahsll) 1 ard Sindtiramangu (the country round about Ram- 
tek in the Nagpur district). But ]aga>ala's chief exploits 
appear to fall within the reign of Prithvideva, when he 
not on ] y took the forts of Saraharagadh (Sorar), Machakg 
Sihava (Mechka Sihawa, south of Dhamtarl) and 

*The writer first thought that Talahari may have been the old name 
of the Gandai Zamindari in the Drug district owing to the existence 
of a villagV named Talhali in thatestate, but he has now abandoned that 
idea for reasons set forth in Inscription No. 211. 
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conquered the Bhramaravadra country (probably Bhramara- 
kfita, the old name of the central portion of Basiarff but 
also took Kanfara, Kusumabhoga and Kandadongar fin 
the south of Bii.ora-N'avagarh Zainlndarl) and the district 
of Kakaraya ( Ranker). Jagapaiarieva would seem to have 
founded or re-built the town Ja^apalapura, which is not 
traceable now. He had two younger brothers, Gajala and 
Jayatsimha. We are finally told that during the reigns 
of the three Haihaya princes named in the record, the 
prime minister was Devaraja, with whose aid the three 
brothers, Jagapala, Gajala and Jayatsirirha, accomplished 
their victories. 

From this brief abstract it will be seen that JauaDala 
and his ancestors were petty chiefs, generals and fueda- 
tories of the Chedi rulers of Katanpur whom they helped 
to extend their territory. 

{Indian Autiguary, Volume XVII, pages 135 ff.; Asia- 
tic Researches, Volume XV, pages 512 ff.; Cunningham's 
Archaeological Repot ts, Volume XVII, page 18 ; and Drug 
District Gazetteer , pages 38 ff.) 

(1 19 ) KHALARI STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE REIGN OF 
HARIBRAHMADEVA. 

( Deposited in the Raipur Museum.) 

The inscription refers to the reign of Haribrahma of 
the Kalachuri branch of the Ahihaya (Haihaya) family. 
His father was Ramadeva v. I10 slew PJhonihgadeva. 
Ramadeva’s father was Simhanadeva who conquered 
18 strongholds of the adversaries. The object of the 
inscription is to record the foundation of a temple of 
Narayana by a Mochi (shoemaker) Devapala at Khala- 
vatika (the present Khalari, 2S miffs from Raipur), the 
capital ol Harib;ahmadeva. It is dated in the (Vikrama) 
year 1470, the Saka year 1334 and the y< ar Plava of the 
sixty years’ cycle of Jupiter on the 9th of the bright fort- 
night of Magba, a Saturday, while the morn was in the 
Nakshatra Kohini. These details. Dr. Kkdhorn pointed 
out, did not work correctly to^ either the V>krama or Saka 
years as given in the record, and the proper year should 
have been Vikrama 1471 expired or ^aka 1336 expired, 
corresponding to a.d. 1415, when the 9th tit hi of the 
bright half of Magha fell on a Saturday, the 19th January. 

[Epigtaphia Indica , Volume II, pages 228 if,) 
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(180) RAIPUR INSCRIPTION OF BRAHMADEVA 
OF THE VIKRAMA YEAR 1458. 

( Deposited in the Ndgpuf Museum .) 

The inscription records the foundation of a temple of 
Hafcakesvara (Siva) by the Nawika Hajirajadeva during 
the reign of Brahmadeva 0! Rayapura, wi ose genealogy is 
given thus : — At Rayapura (Raipur) there was a great 
prince Lakshmideva ; his son was Simhana; his son 
Ramacha* dra; and his son again Harirayabrabma (in the 
sequrl called simply Brahmadeva). The inscription is 
dated in the (\ ikratna) year 1458 or Saka 1322 named 
Sarvajita Samvat on a Friday, the 8th of bright half of 
Phalguna, corresponding to Friday) the xotb February 
A.D, 1402. 

{Indian Antiquary , Volume XXII, page 83 ; Cunning- 
ham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume XXII, page 77.) 


(i8l) ARANG PLATE OF THE HAIHAYA KING 
AMARASIMHADEVA. 

{In the possession of A?ijori Lodhi of A rang.) 

This is a san 'd gi\en by Raja Amarasingha (simha) 
to Thakur Nandu and Ghaslraya, ancestors of Anjori 
Lodhi, exempting their family from payment of taxes in 
respect of ordinary marriages, widow marriages, desertion 
by a wife and property of deceased persons in the family, 
ft is dated on the 7th of the bright fortnight of Samvat 
'1792, corresponding to x 735 _ A.D. Nandu appears to 
have been displeased and left Ararig for DhamtarL He 
returned back on the concessions named above being 
granted. Amarasirhha v as the last ruler of the Raipur 
Haihava branch. He continued to administer the govern* 
ment till 1750 A.D,, v\hen he was quietly ousted and 
given a maintenance grant by the Bhonsaias of Nagpur. 

(Nelson’s Raipur District Gazetteer , page 56, and 
Gokulprasad’s Raipur rasmi or Raipur District Gazetteer 
in Hindi, page 35,) 
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(182) SIHAWA STONE INSCRIPTION OF KARNARAJA. 

(In situ.) 

Sihawa is 76 miles from Raipur. The inscription is 
one of Karnaraja of Kakaira and records the construction 
of 5 temples and a sixth in his queen’s name, Bhopalladevf. 
They are stated to have been all built at Devahrada which 
has been identified with Sihawa. The inscription is dated 
in the Saka year 1114, corresponding to A.D. 1191-92, 

The inscription opens with an invocation to Siva and 
the moon, the latter being the progenitor of the family. 
The first king mentioned is Simharaja, whose son was 
Vagharaja, trom whom was born Vopadeva, th^ father of 
Karnaraja who built the temples. Karnaraja is apparently 
of the same family to which inscriptions Nos. 299 and 200, 
found in Kanker, refer, and by combining the information 
from these records we get 7 generations of Kanker kings, 
from Simharaja down to Bhanudeva of the 14th Century. 

(Epigraphia Indzca , Volume IX, pages 182 ff.) 


B. — UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(183) ARANG STONE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ.) 

This much damaged inscription is on a slab built 
into the parapet wall of the Mabamayi temple. It 
begins with an invocation to Vishnu, and in line 13 the 
name or title Ranakesari occurs. This may refer to the 
brother of Mahasivagupta of Sirpur, who was so named. 1 

There is also a fragmentary Brahml record here 
which reads as follows : — * 

Bhamgdra Pavvato vali yoga vidhi tdpako . The 
meaning is not clear. 

(Cousens* Progress Report , 1904, page 50.) 


1 Epigraphia Indica , Volume Xl, pa^e 185. 
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(184) SIRPUR BUDDHA IMAGE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

In the compound of the Gandhegvara temple there is 
a lar^e image of Buddha with a halo, upon which is engraved 
the Buddhist confession of faith in letters of the 8rh or gth 
Century A.D., and runs as follows : — “ The TathSgata 
(Buddha) explained the cause of those matters which 
spring from a cause and the mode of its destruction. This 
was what the great Ascetic taught”. 

This formulates Buddha's method of salvation. He 
traced the misery of worldly existence to certain causes 
and showed how to counteract them and thus attain the 
highest bliss, 


(185) TURTURIYA BUDDHA IMAGE INSCRIPTION. 

{In Situ.) 

Turturiya is a sacred place close to the village Baheria, 
about 50 miles from Raipur and 15 from Sirpur. There are 
some idols of Buddha here which are inscribed with the 
Buddhist formula, the same as carved on the Buddha image 
at Gandhe§vara temple (see No. 184), 

(. Raipur District Gazetteer , page 351*) 


(186) SIRPUR SURANG MOUND STONE INSCRIPTION. 
{Deposited in the Raipur Museum.} 

This stone is very much damaged. It refers to king 
Sivagupta of Sirpur. The engraver's name appears to be 
Sfladitya, 

(Cunningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume XVII, 
page 27 ; and Cousens* Progress Report , 1904, page 48.) 


(187) SIRPUR RIVER GATE-WAY INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

On the top of the retaining wall outside the river 
gate-way of the Gandhesvara temple there is a slab with 
an inscription in Sanskrit, which seems to record the name 
of Prince Devanandi and the name of the engraver as 
Gonna who was apparently the same Gonna mentioned in 
Sirpur Lakshtnana temple inscription (No. 174). 

(Cousens’ Progress Report^ 1904, page 50.) 
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(188) RAJIM RAJIVALOCHANA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 
(/# 

The inscription is affixed to a wall of the Rgjiva- 
lochana temple and is engraved in what are usually called 
Kutilci characters. The record is damaged but speaks of 
the construction of a Vishnu temple Other significant 
terms occurring in the record are Pandava (line 4), the 
celebrated King Nala ( khydto nripo nala } line 6), Prithvi- 
raja (line 7) and Viruparaja (line 9). The characters 
appear to belong to the Sth or 9th Century. 

(Cousens' Progress Report , 1904, page 48; Cunning- 
ham's Archaeological Reports , Volume XVII, page 18.) 


(189) PILLAR INSCRIPTIONS IN RAJIVALOCHANA 
TEMPLE AT RAJIM, 

{In situ.) 

These are pilgrim records giving the names of visitors 
such as Videsaditya, PQrnnaditya, Vakaradhavala, Bhaga- 
vatl, Ratnapurushottama, Manadevi, Salonatuhga, etc., but 
none of these names appears to be of any historical value. 
Curiously that ubiquitous Jogi Magaradhvaja is absent here. 
The characters in which the names are written belong to 
about the gth Century A.i), 

(Cunningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume XVII* 
pages 19 and 20; and Cousens' Progress Report , 1904, 
pages 48 and 49.) 

(190I KULESVARA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION AT RAJIM. 

( In situ I) 

The inscription contains 20 lines, but is so, abraded that 
it is altogether illegible. In line 5 a name Srisarigama is 
visible. This apparently refers to the confluence of the 
Pairi and the Mahanadi at whose junction in the middle of 
the stream the temple is built. The characters show that 
the record was engraved in the 9th Century A D. 

Another inscription of a more recent date describes 
the inundation of the MahanadL It is in Hindi verse 
{sorathd) x . 

(Cousens’ Progress Report , 1904, pages 48 and 49 ; and 
Cunningham's Archeological Reports , Volume XVII, 
page 15.) 


1 See Gokulprasad’s Raipur rasmi, page 82. 
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(191) DEOKUT STONE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ.) 

Deokfit is a village 8 miles west of Sihawa in the 
Dhamtari tahsll. There are four old temples there, in one 
of which' there is a small inscription mentioning the name 
of Vagharaja, who was a Ranker king about the 12th or 13th 
Century* The same king is mentioned in the Gurur pillar 
inscription. 

(Raipur District Gazetteer f page 280; and Epigraphta 
Indica , Volume IX, page 185, foot-note I.) 


(192) KANDADONGAR ROCK INSCRIPTION. 

(/ n situ.) 

Kandadongar is a hill 77 miles from Raipur. The 
nearest village is Godihari. On the Kandadohgar hill 
there is what is called a Joglmatha, where on a rock there 
are five different inscriptions which are illegible. Some of 
them appear to be pilgrim records. Kandadongar is a very 
old place and finds mention among the places conquered by 
Jagapala in his Rajim Inscription No. 178, 


(193) RAIPUR FORT INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

In the M aha may a temple inside the Raipur fort there 
is a long inscription which however does not give much’ 
historical information. 


(194) MURMURA STONE INSCRIPTION. 

Murmura is a village in the Dhamtari tahsll. A slab 
was found here with the name Aditya Vara ha inscribed 
on it. This name is unknown to epigraphical literature. 

On the pedestal of a statue at Dhamtari, there is a 
small inscription which is illegible* 
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(195) SPURIOUS GHOTIA PLATES OF PRITHVIDEVA II. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

These copper plates were found at Ghotia in Baloda 
Bazar tahsll. 

The inscription purports to record the grant of a village 
Gothayi (clearly the present Ghotia) situated in Sagatta 
Mandala, to one Gopala Sarma by the Haihaya king 
Prithvldeva II and. his genealogy is given, commencing 
from Kekkala (Kokkala), the name of Karttavfrya being 
mentioned as the originator of the family. The descend- 
ants of Kokkala who find a mention are his son Kalinga- 
raja, grandson Kamalarsja, and great-grandson Ratnaraja I. 
The latter's wife was Nonalla, from whom was born 
Prithvfdeva I, whose son was Jajalladeva I, whose son 
was Ramhadeva (Ratnadeva II), whose son was Prith- 
vldeva II, 1 of bright fame \ 

The charter is dated Samvat 1000 on a Thursday of 
the bright fortnight of Bhadrapada month, the most import- 
ant item, the date being omitted. The record does not 
state what Samvat it refers to. If it be taken to be the 
Kalachuri or Chedi era, which was started in 248 A.D. by 
the ancestors of the king mentioned in this record and 
which was universally used in Kosala or Chhattisgarh, of 
which Ratnadeva II is mentioned as an ornament in the 
tenth verse of this record, we would arrive at a period 
(1248 A.D.) when Prithvldeva IPs great-grandson and 
namesake, Prithvldeva III, had ceased to rule and the 
latteris grandson or great-grandson was occupying the 
throne. Clearly, therefore, the Samvat referred to in the 
record cannot be a Kalachuri one. After the disuse of 
this era in Chhattlsgarh we find no other Samvat in use, 
except Vikrama or Saka. The latest date in the Kalachuri 
era found on inscriptions of Chhattfsgarhis 933 (1181 A.D.) 
of the time of Ratnadeva III, 1 A record belonging to the 
time of his son Prithvldeva 111 (after whom no successors 
find an inscriptional mention, though the line continued up till 
1732 A. D.) is dated in the Vikrama year 1247 or A.D. 
1 190 s . In this record the word Vikrama is not specifically 
mentioned, but in the KhalSrf stone inscription, which refers 
to the Raipur branch of the Haihaya kings, the date is 
specifically given as Vikrama 1470 or Saka 1334, correspond- 
ing to 1415 A.D,, as found by Dr. Kielhbrn after, the 

1. Epigraphia Indtca , Volume I, page 451, 

a. See No. 197. 

3. Epigraphia lndica i Vol e II, page a88# 
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correction of some inaccuracies. From this it would appear 
that the dating in Vikrama era had gained currency by the 
middle of the ioth century of the Kalachuri era or the end 
of the I2th century of the Christian calendar. It may be 
noted that the Saka era was not much in vogue in Chhattls- 
garli, as we do not find it used except in sporadic cases, 
and that too in conjunction with the Vikrama era as in the 
Khalari record. In the present case the Saka year would 
be as unsuitable as the Kalachuri year, as it would corre- 
spond to 1078 A. D., which falls about the reign of Prithvi- 
deva IPs great-grandfather’s grandfather. 

The present forgery appears to have been committed 
when about a hundred years after the death of Prithvideva 
had passed away, that is, about the middle of the 13th 
century A.D., when any date could have been assigned to 
him without being easily detected. To give the record the 
sanctity of great antiquity, the date of the grant was 
apparently put back 300 years and dated in the Samvat 
prevalent at the time, vis, } the Vikrama era, whose year 
1000, corresponding to 943 A. D., gave the desired age. 
But the effect of this (apparently not noticed at the time) 
was a reference to a time anterior, to the advent of the 
Haihayas in Chhattisgarh. It fell about the time when 
Kokkala’s father reigned at Tripuri in the Jubbulpore 
district. 

[Indian Antiquary , 1925, pages 44 ft.) 


C.— MUSEUM INSCRIPTIONS. 

Sirpur Lakshmana temple slab of Maha£ivagupta 
BalSrjuna (see No. 174). 

Sirpur Surang mound fragmentary inscription of 
Sivagupta (see No. 186). 

Drug stone inscription of the reign of Sivadeva (see 
No, 232). 

Sirpur fragmentary inscription completely worn out, 

Pujarlpsli stone slab (see No. 31 1). 

Akaltara stone slab of the Kalachuri Rulers of Ratna- 
pura (see No. 204). 

Khalari stone slab of the reign of Haribrahmadeva of 
the Vikrama year 1470 (see No. 179). 




BILASPUR DISTRICT. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS: 

(196) RATANPUR STONE INSCRIPTION OF JAJALLADEVA 

(Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .} 

This inscription was originally found at Ratanpur, 
a town 16 miles north of Bilaspur. It refers to the reign 
of Jajalladeva of Ratnapura and is dated in the Chedi year 
866 on the gth day of the bright half of Margaslrsha on 
a. Sunday corresponding to 8th November A. D, 1114. 
By way of introduction the inscription gives the following 
account of prince Jajalladeva and his ancestors. In the 
lunar race there was Kartavfrya, the ancestor of Haihaya, 
from whom were born the Haihayas. In the race of 
these princes was born the Chedi ruler Kokalla. 
He had eighteen sons, of whom the first-born was 
ruler of Tripurl, while the others became lords of mandalas * 
A descendant of one of these younger sons was Kalihgaraja 
who acquired Dakshinakosala, where he settled and made 
Tummana his capital. His son was Kamalaraja, and his 
Son again Ratnaraja or Ratnesa who ornamented Tummana 
with temples, gardens, .etc, and founded Ratnapura. He 
married Nonalla, a daughter of Vajjtika, the prince of the 
Komo man 4 ala } who bore to him a son Prithvideva or 
Prithvisa, who succeeded Ratnaraja, and built temples at 
Tummana and a tank at Ratnapura. He married Rajalla, 
who bore to him Jajalladeva. Jajaiia was allied with the 
ruler of Chedi and honoured by the princes of Kanyakubja 
and Jejabhuktika. He defeated and captured in battle one 
Some§vara, and had either annual tribute paid or pre- 
sents given to him by the chiefs of the tnaridalas of (Dak- 
shina)-Kosala, Andhra Khimidi, Vairagara, Lafijika, 
Bhanara, Talahari, Dandakapura, Nand^vali and Kukkuta, 
Dr. Kielhorn identified some of the places mentioned 
above, — for instance, V airagara with Wairagarh, 80 miles 
north-east of Chanda ; Lanjika with Lafiji, 38 miles south- 
east of Balaghat ; Komo with the place of that name, 40 
miles^ north of Bilaspur; Andhra Khimidi with Khimidi 
in Ganjam ; and Tummana with { Jun§ shahar/ or old 
Ratanpur. Tripurl (Tewar, 6 miles from Jubbulpore) and 
Dakshina Kosala (Chhattlsgarh) are well-known places. 
All these localizations are correct, except that of Tummlna, 
which still exists under the name of Tumana and is 45 miles 
north of Ratanpur. 1 Of the remaining places, Bhanara is 
the present Bhandara/ 2 Dr. Kielhorn thought that the princes 

1 Bilaspur District Gazetteer, page 298. ' " 

*Bhandara District Gazetteer > page xpo» 
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alluded to in this record were probably Govindachandra of 
Kanyakubja (Kannauja), Kirtivarmadeva Chandella of 
Jejakabhukti (Jajhautl or Bundelkhand) and Yasah Karna 
or Gayakarna of Tripuri (Tewar), A king Some&vara is 
also mentioned. Apparently he was the NagavamsI 1 king 
of Bastar. In this record there is a mention of Tnta- 
saurya, which Dr. Kielhorn thought to be a place name 
whence the Baihayas originally came, but it appears to the 
writer to be the name of a hostile tribe they conquered. 

The proper object of the inscription is to record the 
establishment of a monastery at Jajallapura, lor whose 
maintenance the villages Siruli and Arjunakonnasarana 
were granted- jajallapura is probably identifiable with 
Jafijnagar Pali, about 12 miles from Ratanpur, but the 
villages granted are not traceable. 

(. Epigraphia Indica , Volume 1 , pages 32 ff.) 


(197) RATANPUR STONE INSCRIPTION OF 
PRITHVIDEVA III, 

( Deposited in the Nagpu ? Museum .) 

The inscription refers itself to the reign of Prithvideva, 
and is dated in the (Vikrama) Samvat 1247, corresponding 
to A, D, 1189-90. This king is stated to have been the 
son of the Chedi prince (Ratnadeva), the vanquisher 
of Choda and Ganga champions. He in turn was the son 
and successor of Jajalladeva of the lunar race. The object 
of the inscription is to record the erection of a Si\a temple 
at the village of Samba by Devagana, who hirm elf composed 
the record. 

{Epigraphia Indica , Volume I, pages 45 ff.) 


(19S) KHAROD STONE INSCRIPTION OF RATNADEVA 
OF THE CHEDI YEAR 933. 

[In situj 

Kharod is a village 37 miles from Bilaspur. The 
inscription is affixed to the temple of Lakhne£vara, and 

'Epigraphia Indica, Volume X, page 26, 
a Indian Antiquary , 1 924* pages 269 and 270. 
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gives a complete list of Kalachuri rulers of Ratnapura 
down to Ratnadeva III, and proves thus beyond doubt that 
there really were 3 princes of Ratnapura called Ratnaraja or 
Ratnadeva. The inscription states that in the family of 
Haihayas 'there was a prince who had 18 sons, one of 
whom was Kalihga, His son was Kamala, the lord of 
Tummana; from him sprang Ratnaraja I and then came 
Prithvideva I. His son was Jajalladeva I who defeated 
Bhujabala, the lord of Suvarnapura. Jajalladeva’s son was 
Ratnadeva II who defeated the prince Chodaganga, the 
lord of the country of Kalihga. H is son was Prith vldeva II, 
and his son again was Jajalladeva II who married Soma- 
ladevl and whose son was the prince Ratnadeva III during 
whose reign the inscription was put up, It is dated in the 
Chedi Samvat 933, corresponding to a. D. 1181-82. Tum- 
mana was the original capital of the Kalachuris in Chhat- 
tisgarh. It is at present included in the Lapha Zamindarl 
of Bilaspur district. Suvarnapura must be Sonpur on the 
Mahanadl, the present capital of a State of the same name 
recently transferred from the Central Provinces to Orissa. 
Kalihga of course formed part of Orissa by the sea-side. 
Besides the names of countries, the inscription mentions 
the following villages in the second half portion of the 
record which gives the genealogy of Ratnadeva IIPs 
minister. He is stated to have built mantlapas of temples 
at Kbarod and Ratanpur, and another one at Vanavauda, 
while at Poratba he built a Siva temple, in Narayanapura 
an alms-house and a garden, and at Usuva a tank. Nara- 
yanapura is about 20 miles south-west and Poratha 30 
miles north-east of Kharod. Vanavauda may have been 
corrupted into Banauda, and finally Balauda, and may be 
the present Baloda, 5 miles from Kharod. There are traces 
of old temples there. 1 Usuva is not traceable. 

( Indian Antiquary , Volume XXII, page 82; Cunning- 
ham’s Archeological Reports , Volume VII, page 201, and 
Volume XVII, page 43 ; Cousens* Progress Report for 1904, 
pages 53 ff.) 

(199) AMODA PLATES OF PRITHVIDEVA I. 

(Deposited in the Nagpur Museum,) 

Amoda is a village 10 miles from Janjgir in the tahsil 
of the same name. Of the 4 sets of copperplates found 


Cunningham’s Archeological Reports , Volume VII, page 196, 
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together in a field this record is the oldest and refers itself 
to Prithvideva I of the Haihaya lineage. It records the 
grant of a village named Vasaha of the Yayapara mandala 
to a Brahmana named Kesava, whose forefathers had 
emigrated from Hastiyamatha on the occasion of the 
dedication of a Chatushtika or hall resting on 4 pillars 
built at Tummana on Sunday, the 7th. of the dark fort- 
night of Phalguna in the Chedi year 831, which regularly 
corresponds to Sunday, the "27th January 1079 A.D. 
This is the oldest dated record of the Haihayas of Mah§ 
KoSala. The Samvat is put down as Chedi&asya, which 
is another item in support of the view that Chhattfsgarh 
is a corruption of Chedisagarh, meaning the forts or dis- 
tricts of the “lord of Chedi ” and not li 36 forts 

The genealogy of the donor is traced to Kartavfrya 
who imprisoned Ravana and from whom the Haihayas 
were born, In this line Kokalla became the lord of Chedi 
and other countries. He is recorded to have raided 
treasuries of Karnata (Karnataka), Vahga (Bengal), 
Gurjara (Gujarat), Konkana and Sskambharl (Samhar in 
Rajputana) and also of Turushkas (Musalmans, probably 
of Sindh) and Raghus (apparently of Northern Kosala or 
Oudh). Kokalla had 18 sons of whom the eldest became 
the king of Tripun (Tewar near Jubbnlpore), while others 
were made feudatory chiefs. To one of these younger 
brothers was born Kalingaraja, whose son was Kamalaraja. 
The latter defeated an Utkala (Orissa) king. To him was 
born Ratnar&ja or Ratnadeva, whose son was the donor 
Prithvideva I, described as the master of 20 thousand, 
the lord of the whole of Kosala and a Mahamandala. Ihis 
shows that Dakshina Kosala in his time contained 2 o 
thousand towns and villages. 

Of the geographical names mentioned in the record 
Vasaha is the present Basaha 33 miles from Bilaspur. 
Yayapara mandala is apparently Jaijaipur 43 miles from 
Bilispur. Tummanaka or Tummana is the present Tumsln 
about 51 miles from Bilaspur* Komomandala from which 
the donor's mother hailed is the present Pendra ZamfndSrl 
which still contains a village named Komo. The equiva- 
lents of other places have been already given against them 
within brackets. 

( Epigtaphia Indica , Volume XIX, pages 75 ff.) 
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(200) AMODA PLATES OF FRITHVIDEVA II. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Of the four sets of copper plates found together at 
Amoda two sets belonged to Prithvldeva II dated in the Chedi 
years goo and gos L respectively. The former records 
the grant of a village Avala of the Madhya mari&ala on 
the occasion of a lunar eclipse and the latter of Budubudu 
in the same macula on the Rajya Akshaya Tritlya day 
to a family of Brahmanas come from Takari. The dates of 
the charters fall on Friday, the 25th March 1149 A.D 
and Saturday, the 17th March 1154 A.D. 

The genealogy of the donor in both is given as in 
the Amoda plates of Prithvldeva I (No. 199) and is 
extended to the donor by mentioning that Jajalladeva 
was born to the latter. His son was Ratnadeva II from 
whom was born Prithvldeva II. 

The villages granted Avala and Budubudu are 
identified with Aurabhata and Burbur both included in 
the Lapha Zamlndarl in which Tuman, the old capital 
of the Haihaya kings is situated. Apparently from this 
fact the country round about was appropriately known as 
Madhyamandala or Central district. 

{Indian Historical Quarterly , Calcutta, Volume 1, 
pages 405 ff .) 

( 2 01) AMODA PLATES OF JAJALLADEVA II. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

As stated before four different charters granted by three 
different kings were found at Amoda, one of which refers 
to, the reign of Jajalladeva II dated in Samvat 912, the details 
whereof work out as equivalent to Friday, the 14th July 
1 1 61 A.D. The genealogy of the donor is given as in the 
two charters of Prithvldeva II (No. 200) with the 
addition that the latter’s son was Jajalladeva II. The 
charter records the grant of a village Bundera to two 
Brahmanas by way of thanksgiving on an escape from 
a great calamity, when the donor had almost lost his 
kingdom, in a battle with one Dblru, apparently a local 
aboriginal chief. There are only two geographical names 
in the record, via*, Bundera which exists in the Janjglr 
tahsll, and Jadera to which the writer of the grant 
belonged. The latter is untraceable. 

{Eptgraphia Indie a , Volume XIX.) 
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(202) AKALTARA STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{Jn situ,) 

Akaltara is a station on the Bengai-Nagpur Railway, 
17 miles from Bilaspur. 

The inscription was originally brought from Kotga(jh 
and has been affixed to the Siddhesvara temple newly 
built by the malguzar of Akaltara. !t refers to the Kala- 
churi kings of Ratanpur and mentions the names of 
Prithvideva I, his son Jajalladeva I, whose queen was 
Lachhalladev! and their son Ratuadeva II. We are then 
told that there was a Vaisya prince Devaraja who was 
a feudatory of Rafcnadeva’s ancestors. Devaraja’s son 
was Rgghava, and the latter’s son was Harigapa, a support 
of the Kalachuri family. Harigana’s son was Vallabharaja, 
who is represented to have overrun the Ladaha country 
and to have reduced the king of Gaud a. He constructed 
a temple to Revanfa, son of Sapta^va or Sun, a Vahyali or 
stables for beasts of burden, and attached to a pleasure 
house a tank called Vallabhasagara after him. The 
inscription is not dated, but the Kugda inscription (No. 219) 
enables us to fix the time, as we know from it that in the 
Kalachuri year 893 (a.d. 1141) Prithvideva II and 

Vallabharaja were living. 

The record was composed by one Devapgrii, who was 
also the author of the Akaltara inscription now in the 
Raipur Museum (No. 204). We therefore find some of 
the verses identical in both ; for instance, verses 16, 17 and 
23 of this inscription are almost the same as 9, 10 and 20 
of the other one. 

With regard to geographical names occurring in this 
record, Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar is in favour of placing 
Lad aha in the Deccan, as a Ladaha or Lahada is mentioned 
in Varahamihira's Brihatsamhita in conjunction with 
Asmaka and Koluta, the former of which Dr. Biihler has 
conclusively proved that it was in the Deccan. The 
Deccan, however, appears to be rather too far away for a 
chieftain of Kotgadh to conquer. What is more probable 
is that Vallabharaja conquered the adjoining southern 
tracts of Bilaspur, still known as Ladia or Laria country 2 

1 Indian Antiquary , Volume XX, page 84. 

2. Since this was written in 19I3, Mr. B. Singh Peo has shown in 
the Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society ( March 1927) and 
Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Society (October 1927) that it 
comprised the present May urbhaftj State and Singhbhum District from 
the fact that the Jaina Aryahga uita States that Lord Mahavira 
H travelled in the pathless countries of the Ladhas in Vajjabhumi and 
Subbabhumi. #, This however does not exclude the tracts lying between 
Bilaspur and these places as forming part of the La<J.ha country. 
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as distinguished from the Oriya country. In fact, Kotgadh 
itself is now included in the Laria country, but probably 
it was not when Vallabharaja ruled there. Gauda was 
the old name of Bengal. 

(Cousens' Progress Repori ) 1904, pages 51 and 52.) 

(203) SEORINARAYAN STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ I) 

Seorlnarayan is 39 miles south of Bilaspur. The 
inscription is built into the plinth of the temple o F Chan- 
drachudesvara, and is mu(h damaged by a part of the slab 
having peeled off. It gives the usual list of Kalachuri 
kings down to Jajalladeva II, with no new information about 
them. But it furnishes some interesting data in respect 
of the collateral princes of the Kalachuri dynasty, One 
of these was Sarvadeva, a younger brother of Prithvldeva. 
He got Sontbiva (the present South!, 20 miles north of 
Seorlnarayan) as a share of patrimony, and settled there. 
His son was Rajadeva who had 4 sons, zus*, Tejalladeva, 
Ulhanadeva, Gopaladeva, and Vikannadeva, Gopaladeva 
had a son Amanadeva who was loved by the king Jajal- 
ladeva as his own son. In line 18 the defeat of a Chedi 
ruler is mentioned, and inline 20 the death of a prince 
whose three queens became Satis with him, but the names 
and other details are lost owing to the stone having broken 
away. From line 21 onwards the charitable works of these 
princes are enumerated. Thus Sarvadeva is stated to 
have built at Sonthiva a temple of Siva and a tank, together 
with an orchard. In Patharia, 16 miles south-east of 
Seorfnar53'an, Rajadeva is stated to have done the same 
At Vanarl, which may be identified with Banari, 25 miles, 
north of Seorlnarayan, a queen Rambhalla is stated to have- 
constructed a tank, and at Pajanl, probably Pachri (one ot 
the 4 villages bearing that name in the Janjgir tahsil), she 
grew a mango-grove. - 

T he inscription was composed by Kumarapala, a descend- 
ant of Sahasrarjuna, whom the Kalachuris claim as tneir 
original ancestor. The proper object of the inscription is 
a grant of the village Chincholl, by the composer himself, by 
the god Chandrachuda (Siva). This village is probably 
the present Chicholi, 25 miles west of Seorlnarayan. The 
inscription is dated in the Chedi year 917 or A. D. 1165. 

(Couseos’ Progress Report , 1904, pages 52 and 53.) 
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(204) AKALTARA FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION. 

( Deposited in the Raipur Museum.) 

This inscription was originally brought to AkaltarS 
from Kofcgadh, about a mile away, and has only been 
recently removed to the Raipur Museum. It contains 
portions of 26 lines in which the following names of 
Ratanpur kings and queens occur : — Ratnadeva, Harigana, 
Lfichhalladevf, Vallabharaja, Ratnadeva II and Jayasimha- 
deva. 

In line 16 the name of (Ha) ttakesvarapurl is 
mentioned, which seems to have been an important place, 
as it finds mention in other inscriptions. 1 

(. Indian Antiquary , Volume XX, pages 84 and S5 ; 
Cunningham’s Archeological Reports, Volume VII, page 
21 x ; and Cousens’ Progress Report , 1904, page 52.) 


(20S) MAHAMADAPUR STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE 
KALACHURI KINGS OF RATNAPURA. 

{Deposited in the Deputy Commissioner's bungalow 
at Bilaspur .) 

Mahamadapur (not Muhammadpur) is a village 19 
miles from Bilaspur. It contains a number of old remains, 
among which an inscription was found which refers itself 
to the Kalachuri rulers of Ratnapura, It is not very legible, 
but the following was made out by Dr. Kielhorn. In the 
Tummgna country there was a king Jajalladeva, the 
ornament of the Kalachuris. Another was Ratnadeva, 
from whom Prithvldeva was born. Further on, the names 
of Vallabharaja and Prithvldeva II occur. The latter 
had a brother named Akaladeva, who apparently gave his 
name to the Akaltara village, which is only 2 miles from 
Mahamadapur. 

{Indian Antiquary , Volume XX, page 85 ; Cousens' 
Progress Report , 1904, page 50 ; and Nelson y s Bilaspur 
District Gazetteer, pages 255 ff.) 


1 See Ratanpur Badal Mahal Inscription, No. air. 
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(206) MALHAR STONE INSCRIPTION OF JAJALLADEV A, 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Malhar, or more cerrectly Mallar, is a village 16 miles 
south-east of Bilaspur. It contains numerous old remains 
of temples together with a number of inscriptions of which 
the one under notice is the most important. It refers 
itself to the reign of prince jajalladeva, a ruler of Tummana, 
and is dated in the Chedi year 919, corresponding to A,D. 
1 1 67-68. It records the erection in the town of Mallala 
of a temple of Kedara (Siva) by a descendant of a 
renowned Pandita Gahgadhara (a native of Kumbhati in 
the Madhyadesa) who settled in Tummana and obtained 
the village KosambI from Ratnadeva, the vanquisher of 
Chodaganga of the lunar dynasty. Ratnadeva is stated 
to have been the father of Prithvideva, who in turn was 
the farher of J&jalladeva. Mallala is evidently Mailer, 
while KosambI may be Kosamdlh, 8 miles from Mallar. 

( Epigraphia hidica i Volume I, pages 39 ff.) 


(207) PALI TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

Pali is 27 miles from Biiaspur. In an old but 
extremely beautiful temple there are a number of short 
inscriptions, in 5 of which the name of Jajalladeva is given. 
Mr. Cousens is of opinion that he must have been Jajalla- 
deva I of the Rafcanpur dynasty. Over the doorway of 
the sanctum there is a record stating that the structure 
was made by Vikramaditya, son of the great feudatory 
isrlmalladeva, and on a window sill there are two pilgrim 
records, one by Visvesvara, and another by that mysterious 
r Sri Magardhaja Jogi 700* which Mr. Cousens remarks “so 
puzzled the late Sir Alexander Cunningham and his assist- 
ants. They looked upon the * 700 1 as indicating an era, 
but in what era they could not say”. The name occurs on 
temples at Kelod in Nagpur, Markanda and Churil in 
Chanda, Potenar in Bastar, Boramdeo and Kankali in 
Kawardha, Dewargaon in Khairagarh, Bilahrl in Jubbulpore, 
Hindoria in Damoh, Narsinghpur, Mandhatg in Nimar, and 
at Amarkantak, Chandrehe, in Baghelkhand, Narayanpura 
in the Orchha State, Khurda, Khajarsha, Chitor and else- 
where outside the Central Provinces. It is found from 
Chitorgarh in the west and KhajarahS in the north to Kafcak 
on the coast on the south-east, and ever the same *700' 
accompanies the name, It is of course impossible for a Jog i 
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to have visited all these shrines in one jear, and hence the 
idea of the figure indicating a date must be abandoned. 
Its true meaning is now found in the explanation that Maga- 
radhaja measured his importance by the size of his follow- 
ing, and that he was the leader of 700 disciples. The 
writing is not in the same hand in each case as one should 
expect it to be, were it written by one solitary Jogi 
wandering from shrine to shrine, The name was no doubt 
engraved by some one of his many disciples, but not always 
by the same man. The matter is now set at rest by 
the discovery of a manuscript history of Ratanpur which 
mentions the fact that Magardhvaja Jogi was the head of 
a Matha at Ratanpur itself. He with his 700 disciples set 
out on pilgrimage along with king Jajalladeva and never 
returned back. This occurred in the i2th century A.D, 
(See Indian Historical Quarterly , Calcutta, Volume III, 
pages 408 ff.) 

(Cousens 1 Progress Report, 1904, pages 28,29 and 52.) 


(208) KHAROD DAMAGED STONE INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ I) 

This inscription is in the LakhneSvara temple at 
Kharod (see No. 198). It was found plastered over. The 
pujari endeavoured to take off the covering, but in 
doing so he damaged the record so badly, that it is now 
almost illegible. 

However, t he names of two kings, IndrabaJa and his 
son Uanadeva of the Lunar dynasty, are visible, and there 
is a mention of a village which appears to be Ghothapad- 
rakagramah, apparently granted for the maintenance of the 
temple. The characters of this record are older than those 
of the Kalachuri inscription of Ratnadeva III in this 
temple, and are exactly of the type found at Sirpur, indra- 
bala must therefore be identical with a king of that name 
in the Sirpur dynasty. The Lakshmanesvara ( vulgo Lakh- 
ne§vara) temple must therefore have been built by a scion 
of the Sirpur dynasty, whose record the Kalachuris, when 
they came into power, plastered up putting one of their 
own instead. It may be noted that curiously enough there 
is a temple at Sirpur which is called the Lakshmana temple. 
It was built by the mother of Sivagupta Balarjuna, and 
there is a sort of analogy in the names of villages granted. 
A number of them end in padra, as does the village in 
this record. 

(Cousens* Progress Report , 1904, page 54.) 
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(209) RATANPUR MAHAMAYA TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS, 

(In situ,) 

On either side of the doorway of the MahamSya temple 
there is an inscription, one of which compares Ratanpur 
with Indra's city and mentions the name of the ruling king 
as Vaharendra, who had appointed one Govinda as his 
Governor in Ratanpur. It appears that Vaharendra, other- 
wise known as Baharsai, had removed his capital to Kos- 
gain, where he built a fort and left an inscription which is 
now in the Nagpur Museum (see No. 210}, The other 
inscription on the temple is in praise of a Sutradhara 
Chhitaku, and is dated in Samvat 1552 or A. D. 1495. 

(Cousens’ Progress Report , 1904, page 52,) 


(210) KOSGAIN STONE INSCRIPTION OF VAHARENDRA 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Kosgain is a village in the Chhurl Zamlndarl, 60 miles 
from Bilaspur. The stone originally found here is carved 
on both sides and bears two different records, both of 
which are much worn. One of them eulogises king Vaha- 
rendra of the Haihaya dynasty and speaks of a victory won 
over Pathans. Vaharendra is a Sanskrit form of the more 
familiar name Baharsai who flourished about 1519 A.D, 1 

The genealogy traces the origin in a somewhat novel 
manner to a family in which king Haya was born, after 
whom some other names are mentioned which are illegible 
until one comes to Kartvlryarjuna, From here it jumps 
at once to Simghana whose son was Dhira, from whom 
sprang Madana Brahma, from whom was born Ramachandra, 
The latter apparently had two sons Ratndsena and Harish- 
chandra. The former became a Raja and apparently died 
without issue. He was succeeded by Vaharendra, son of 
Prince Harishchandra. 

The second inscription praises a Raja named Gbatama. 
His minister was one Gorakha. Both these records were 
dated, but unfortunately they have broken off exactly 
where the year was given. 


1 Nelson’s BilasPur District Gazetteer , pages 36 and 37. 
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{2ii) RATANPUR BADAL MAHAL INSCRIPTION OF THE 

RULERS OF TALAHAR1 MANDALA, 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This inscription was found fixed to a wall of the Badal 
Mahal in the Ratanpur fort. It is much defaced, but is 
important, as it speaks of the chiefs of the Talahari matida- 
la , In line 8 a king named Prithvlpala is mentioned, and 
in lines 10 and 11 the illustrious Brahmadeva who is styled 
as foremost amongst the mandalikas. The genealogy is 
further continued, but the names are all effaced. After the 
20th line the various religious and charitable institutions 
built by the chief whose praises this prasasti recites are 
enumerated, such as temples, tanks, gardens and roads 
with trees affording shade to the travellers. Apparently 
these were constructed in several villages, of which the 
following can be easily made out Barelapura, Narayana- 
pura, Bahmanigrama, Tejallapura and Kotapattana. In 
line 20 half of a verse, which is decipherable, indicates that 
the Talahari chief dedicated his punyam (virtuous acts) to 
king Prithvideva [Prithvideva narendrdva punyam putty* 
dtmane tfadau). Apparently this king was Prithvideva II, 
for whom we have the dates 1145 1158 A.D, This 

inscription is dated in the Kalachuri era 915, or 1163 A.D. 
Prithvideva must have been ruling at this time, inasmuch 
as the next date we find is that of his son Jajalladeva II in 
1168 A. D. Apparently it was to please his overlord 
that the Talahari chief made the dedication referred to 
above. 

Of the geographical places mentioned in the record, 
Bahmanigrama is certainly Bahmanldlh Jn the Chanapa 
Zamlndarl of the Janjgir tahsil, where the largest cattle 
market of the district is helo twice a week: Narlyana- 
pura has been referred to in several other inscriptions, and 
is identical with the village of the same name in the Baloda 
Bazar tahsil of the Raipur district. Barelapura may be 
Bareli, 10 miles south of Ratanpur, and Kotapattana may 
be Kotgadh (near Akaltara), 26 miles south-east of Ratan- 
pur. Tejallapura is not traceable, but it was apparently 
founded by Tejalladeva, a Kalachuri prince belonging to 
a collateral branch and mentioned in the SeorlnarSyan 
inscription (No, 203). 
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The position of the places, most of which must have 
been included in the Talahari manclala, indicates where to 
look for Talahari itself. It must have been somewhere 
south of Ratanpur, and included probably the northern 
portion of the Janjgir tahsll. Its identification with the 
Gandai Zamlndarl, in which there is a deserted village 
named Talhali, will have therefore to be abandoned. 

(Kielhorn’s Lists of Inscriptions of Northern India , 
No. 417, footnote 1 ; Nelson’s Raipur District Gazetteer ; 
page 27, and Drug District Gazetteer, page 42.} 


( 2 12 ) SEOR1NARAYAN COPPER PLATES OF 
RATNADEVA II. 

(In possesstou of Pandit Ramachandra Trivedi Bkogahd 
of Seorinarayanal) 

This charter records the grant of a village Tiger! in 
the Anarghavaili vishaya by Mahar^naka Ratnadeva II, 
son of Jajalladeva 1 , son of PrithvTdeva I, son of 
Ratnaraja I, son of Kamalaraja, son of Kalingaraja, king 
of Vahka Tummana. He was a brother of the king of 
Tripuri, whose father was Kokalla, who had 18 sons. He 
was decended from Ksrtavirya of the Haihaya race belong- 
ing to the Lunar dynasty. The grant was made on the 
occasion nf a Lunar eclipse. The record is dated Sunday 
Bh^dra Sudi 5, (Kalachuri) Samvat 87 8^ which regularly, 
corresponds to Sunday, the 14th August 1127 A.D. Prior 
to this date there was a lu iar eclipse on Sunday, the 10th 
January ig26(Magha Purnima). There was a Solar eclipse 
also^on Tuesday, the 22nd June 1926 (Ashadha Amav&sya), 
but evidently the lunar eclipse was of greater importance 
to a scion of a lunar dynasty than a solar one. Of the 
geographical places mentioned Tripuri is Tewar and 
Vanka Tummana is the present Tuman (See No. 196) 
Other places are untraceable. 

(Indian Historical Quarterly , Calcutta, Volume III, 
pages 31 ff. and Vina of Indore, Volume I, pages 185 ff.) 
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(213) SARKKON COPPER PLATES OF RATNADEVA II # 

{In the possession of Chhattisgark Gaurava pracharaka 
man^ali) Bildspur.) 

Sarkhon is a village in the Janjgir tahsll of the 
Bilaspur district. The charter found there records the 
grant of a village named Chincha talai in the Anarghavalli 
manclala by Ratnadeva II whose genealogy is given as 
in No. 2i2 at the time of a lunar eclipse on Thursday, 
Kartik Purnima of Samvat 880 (Kalachuri) regularly 
corresponding to Thursday, the 8 th November 1128 A. D. 
The village granted is untraceable. 


(214) KIRARI WOODEN PILLAR BRAHMI INSCRIPTION. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Kirarl 1 is a small village 10 miles west of Chandarpur, 
which is 18 miles from Raigarh, a station on the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway. Here a wooden pillar was found with 
an inscription in Brahmi characters of the 2nd Century 
A. D. The writing was much damaged by its exposition to 
the sun, yet Dr. Hirananda Sastri made out a number of 
names and their official titles, some of which find a place 
in Kautilya's Artha Sastra. Those that are still intact cn 
the pillar are Nagararakhins (City guards or Police Inspec- 
tors) named Vlrapalita and Chirgohaka ft Senapati (Command- 
er of the army) named Bamadeva, Pratihara (Door-keeper) 

1 There is an old tank here known as Hfrabandh. In fgai A. d. it 
partially dried up, which gave an opportunity to the local cultivators to 
dig up its silt for manure. In that operation they hit upon a wooden 
pillar 13’ — g u Ions surmounted by a solid Kalasa, They took it out and 
perceiving some letters on it called on the local schoolmaster to read it. 
Failing to make it out Lakshnvdhara Upadhyaya had the good sense to 
take a careful eye-copy of it and bought the ma ter to the notice of 
Pandit Lochanaprasad of Balpur, the nearest person interested in anti- 
quarian remains. The latter promptly brought the matter to the notice 
of Sir John Marshall, Director General of Archeology, under whose in- 
structions the pillar which was exposed to the sun thereby causing cracks 
which carried away some letters was again immersed into the the tank 
until the arrival of Dr. Hirananda Sastri, Superintendent of Archaeology, 
Patna (now Government Epigrapbist for India), who deciphered it. It 
was finally removed to the Nagpur Museum by Mr, Abdus Suboor, Coin 
Expert, by order of the Director General. The portion without any letters 
has now been cut off. This find is the first of its kind yet made in India.' 
The pillar is made of Bijasal wood {Ptcrocarpus marsupium) and is not' 
less than *J, 3 oo years old. 
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named Khipatti, Ganaka (Accountant) called Heasi, aN 3 ga, 
Gahapatiya (Keeper of the household fire) named Gharika, 
Bhapdagarika (Storekeeper) called Asadhia, Hatharoha 
(Elephant-driver), A£varoba (Horseman or Superintendent 
of horses), Padamulika (Temple attendant), Rathika 
(Superintendent of chariots), Mahanasika (Kitchen officer), 
Hathivaka (Superintendent of elephants), Dhavaka 
(Herald), Saugandhaka (Officer of peifumery), Gomandilika 
(Officer in charge of cows or cattle), Yanaialayudbagharika 
(Officer in charge of carnage shed and armoury), Palavl- 
thida (ka) palika (Inspector of meat stalls), Lehaharaka 
(Letter carrier), Kulapuiraka (perhaps Chief architect) and 
MahasenanI or Commander-in-chief. The mention of all 
such persons of rank would show that the pillar must have 
been set up in connection with some extraordinary 
ceremony performed by a high personage, who was in all 
probability not less than a great king of renown, whose 
name is now cast into oblivion. In the eye-copy a name 
like Siddharaja occurs which may have been the name of 
the king, but as yet nothing of him is known historically. 

(, Epigraphia Indica , Volume XVIII, pages 152 if.) 


B. — UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 


(215) KARNARJUNI TEMPLE INSCRIPTION AT 
RATANPUR. 

{In situ ,) 

This is perhaps the most recent inscription composed 
in Sanskrit verse, and perhaps the only one which refers 
to the iaratha and English rule. Its proper object is to 
eulogise a Bania named Maharsai of Ratanpur, who built 
a temple on an old tank named Karnarjunl in the Samvat 
year 1926 (a. D, 1869) when a famine supervened. The 
composer was one Revaram Kayastha, a descendant of 
the Ratanpur ministers during the Haihaya rule. Accord- 
ing to his lights, he puts Mayftraketu (Mayfiradhvaja or 
Moradhvaja] 1 as the first ruler of Ratanpur. He mentions 
his son as T&mradhvaja, but is good enough to spare us 
the names of his 52 successors and at once iumps to the 
Vikrama year 1800 (A. D, 1743) when the town went, as 
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he says, into the possession of the SGdras, the pro^gSs of 
the Satara kings. The first of these was Raghuji, whose 
son Bimbaji became the ruler of Ratanpur 12 years after 
and built the temple at Rsmagiri. After having ruled for 
28 years he died, and was succeeded by his elder brother's 
son Raghurama (Raghuji II), who was followed by other 
kings until the advent of Raghuraja ^Raghuji III) whose 
original name was Bajiba and who was Raghuji's daughter’s 
son. Raghuji III was childless and was succeeded 
by Janoji under the protection of the Gurundas (English 
people). The * illustrious Angrez ’ defeated many kings, 
and the famous Lord Clive entered Arvavarta in the 
Vikrama year 1816 (a. d, 1759), when the Emperor 
of Delhi became destitute of power and wealth. From 
that time the Angrez became Chakravarti (paramount 
sovereign), and in the year 1S42 (A. D 1785) “Lord 
Governor General” began to rule, During the British rule 
Ratanpur became another heaven. Sacred, like Kasf 
(Benares), it contained many learned people whom the 
author mentions by name. He then gives the genealogy 
of Mabarsai, followed by his own. The record is dated 
in Samvat 1927, or A. D. 1870. A panegyric confined to 
the family of Maharsai is also given in Hindi verse with 
a view to please him, as apparently MaharsSi did not 
understand Sanskrit. 

(216) KHAROD STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

(In the Lakhnesvara temple at Kharod ,) 

The statue on which the inscription is carved was 
placed outside the village and was worshipped as a Devi 
until the visit of the writer, when it was removed to the 
Kharod temple on his pointing out to the inhabitants that 
it was neither a Deva nor a Devi, and only represented a 
certain Pandit Damodara whose name was carved on the 
pedestal. The characters are exactly like those of the 
Kalachuri inscription in the Lakhnesvara ^temple, wdiich 
is alluded to in the record as Sambhu (Siva^s) temple. 
It is not impossible that Damodara may have been appoint- 
ed Pujarl by the Kalachuris when they took the temple 
under their management, He must have been a very 
renowned Pandit to have been honoured with a statue. 
Little, however, could he have dreamt that his sex would 
be changed and that he would be bathed with the blood 
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of hundreds of cocks, pigs and goats by the descendants 
of his admirers, These offerings are now stopped, and 
he is once more restored to his original position by the 
antiquarians. 

(Cousens' Progress Report , 1904, page 54.) 


(217) BILASPUR STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

The statue, which was in the possession of the late 
Rai Bahadur N. N. De, has a line of inscription stating 
that it was that of Bhatta Ballala. His wife Trllla 
apparently accompanied him (to the other world), that is, 
became Sati, which is curiously expressed here {tasya 
vadhii Triild sahitd babhuva ). The statue is said to have 
been brought from Ratanpur, 


(218) SEORINARAYAN STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

The inscription records the installation of an image 
of a warrior named Samgrama Simha, son of Bala Sirhha 
and Amanadevl. It is dated in the Kalachuri year 898, 
on Monday, the 7th of the bright half of ASvina, 
corresponding to A, D. 1146. The engraver was one 
Talapasimha. 

(Cousens* Progress Report , 1904, page 53.) 


(219) KUGDA FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION OF THE 
KALACHURI RULERS OF RATANPUR. 

{In situ.) 

KugdS, near Bachhaudgadh, is 22 miles from BilSspur, 

The inscription found there is fragmentary and is 
dated in the Kalachuri Samvat 893, corresponding to 
A. D. 1141-42, in the reign of Prithvideva II. In the body 
of the record occur the words Kalachuri, queen Lachhal- 
ladevi, Ratnadeva and Vallabhiraja, These refer to kings 
of Ratanpur. 

{Indian Antiquary Volume XX, page 84, and Cun- 
ningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume VII, page 211.) 
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(220) MALLAR STONE INSCRIPTION, 

{Deposited in the Town Half Bilaspur .) 

The inscription, originally brought from Malter, has 
suffered great damage, and only a few words here and 
there can be read: for instance, Checli deSa in line 2, 
Nannadeva in lines 6, 7 and 8, Mallala (the old name of 
M alter) in line io, and Kalhana in line 13. There is 
an allusion to the construction of a harmyu or mansion. 
The characters appear to belong to the 12th or 13th 
Century a. D. 


(221) KOTHARJ FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION. 

{in situ.) 

Kothari is a village 49 miles from Bilaspur. The 
inscription is broken and only 2 small fragments remain, 
very much damaged and containing no names. But it is 
plain from the adjectival terms that the record was in 
praise of kings, and the context shows that a number of 
them were described, their eulogy occupying more than 
34 slokas. The characters belong to about the 12th 
Century A. D., and it is very likely that the eulogy referred 
to Ratanpur kings. 


(222) KOREA SITAMARHI INSCRIPTION 
[In situ.) 

Korba is 56 miles from Bilaspur. By the side of 
a nullah there are three rock-cut caves known as Sitamadh! 
in one of which there is an inscription in. old characters 
which gives the name of a physician’s son (Vaidyaputra) 
Srlvardhana living in the district of Ashtadvara {8 doors). 
Twenty-five miles away we have a village B&radvSra 
(12 doors), but there is no place like Atthadvara, though 
an Adbhar does exist close by (see No. 230), 

I223) SPURIOUS LAPHA PLATE OF PRITHVIDEVA. 

{In possession of the Zamindar of Lapha.) 

LaphS is a Zamindar! 30 miles from Bitespur. The 
inscription purports to record the gift of 120 villages 
appertaining to the Lampha (Lapha) fort to a noble named 


*34 


Inscriptions in C. P, and Berar, 


Lunga, who bad come from Delhi, by the Haihaya king 
Prithvfdeva on the ist day of the dark fortnight of Magha 
in Samvat 806. This is an impossible date both" as 
a Vikrama or Kalachuri year. In one case it precedes the 
advent of Haihayas in Chhattisgarb, and in the other 
it would be almost contemporaneous with the commence- 
ment of the Haihaya rule. Prithvfdeva was 4th in descent 
from the first king Kalingaraja who established in Tum- 
mana, and in his time Ratanpur, where the donee is said 
to have served the Haihaya kings, had not been founded. 
There are also other evidences of this record being 
a spurious one. 

[Epigr aphia Indica, Volume IX, pages 293 ff.) 

(224) KOTGADH GATEWAY INSCRIPTION. 

[In situ.) 

On the door sill o£ the gateway at Kotgadh there is 
an inscription which appears to be in the Marathi language. 
It is so abraded as to be almost undecipherable. 


(225) RATANPUR FRAGMENTARY INSCRIPTION OF 
PRITHVIDEVA II. 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This inscription is fragmentary and is almost wholly 
effaced. A word here and a word there can only be read — - 
for instance, in line 1 we find the word Kalachuri , in lines 
3 and 4 Jajalladeva ?iripatih ) in lines 18 and 19 Hattakes - 
varapuri hhydtd , and in line 26 Kalachuri Samvat 910 
raja srimai PrUhvideva vijaya rajye.. The date corre- 
sponds to 1158 A.D. 

(Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports, Volume XVII, 
plate XX.) 

(226) RATANPUR RAMATEKADI AND KANTHIDEVALA 
- INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ,) 

The Ramatekadi records appear to give the names of 
peons on guard, and the Kanthi temple those of pilgrims. 
They are of no importance whatsoever. 
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(227) SEMARSAL PALI INSCRIPTION. 

Semarsai is a village 23 miles from Bilaspur. There 
is a stone here with a record in Pall, which is rather 
weather-worn and fragmentary. 

The characters belong to the 1st or 2nd Century 
A. D. In the 2nd line the word Bhattdraka occurs 
and in the 8th Visa gam a which may be a corruption of 
Visvagrama. 

(228) RATANPUR LAKSHMI TEKADI INSCRIPTION. 

(. Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This is a pretty big record written in Prakrit 
or vernacular. It has been recently found and not yet 
deciphered, the impressions being too blurred for decipher- 
ment. 


(229) KOSGAIN FORT INSCRIPTIONS. 

Kosgain fort is built on a hillock which had many 
temples. Some idols are inscribed with the names of 
Sahadeva, Arjunadeva, Bhlmasenadeva and Nakula, 
which were misread by early Archaeological officers, vide 
Cunningham’s Archeological Reports , Volume XIII, 
page 156. 


(230) ADBHAR INSCRIPTIONS. 

(hi situ .) 

Adbhar is a village in Chandrapur Zamindari. It con- 
tains ancient remains of temples with fragmentary inscrip- 
tions which have been only partly deciphered. One of 
them mentions a Maha^ravana and a Kesari, 


(231) SAT I INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ ,) 

At Sirpat there is a Sati stone dated in Sam vat 1401 
or 1354 A. D. The name of the village is recorded as 
^rlpada. Another at Padampur is dated Samvat 1403 
or a. D. 1346. 



DRUG DISTRICT, 

A.— I M PORTANT INSCRI PTI ONS. 

(232) DRUG STONE INSCRIPTION. 

[Deposited in ihe Raipur Museum,) 

There are two different inscriptions on this stone. 
The first one speaks of a Vaishnava temple and refers to 
a king Sivadeva, and the second mentions the names 
Sivapura and Sivadurga associated together, indicating 
that the town and the fort were separate in the times of 
Sivadeva and that he gave his name to both of them. The 
present name of Drug appears to be a contraction of the 
old Sivadurga. Lt may be nojted that the river flowing 
close to Drug is also named Siva. The second record 
refers to a grant of a village Jalakoika made for the 
repairs of a temple, and another Mandhyata in the Kikkida 
dbhoga (sub-division) for its maintenance. The village 
Jalakoika may be Kohaka, 6 miles north-east of Drug, Jala 
being added to show its comparative wetness. Mandhyata 
and Kikkida remain unidentified, unless the latter is repre- 
sented by Kikirda in the Bilaspur district. It is rather 
too far away from Drug, and the probability is that Kukda, 
18 miles east of Drug, represents the old Kikkida. 

(Cousens' Progress Report , 1904, page 48, and 

Cunningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume XVII, pages 
3 and 4.) 


(233) balod sati pillar inscription. 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

Balod is 35 miles from Drug. A pillar which has 
served three times successively as a Sati monument was 
found here. There are three inscriptions on it, two of 
which are worn smooth and are perfectly illegible except 
the date Samvat 1005 in one of them. The third inscrip- 
tion is in characters which Prinsep ascribed to the 2nd 
Century A. D. This inscription is therefore very important 
as being the earliest Sati record yet found, 

. . (Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports } Volume VII, 
page 117 0 
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(234) SAHASPUR STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Sahaspur is 47 miles from Drug. The statue of what 
is locally known as Sahasra-bahu has an inscription dated 
in the Kalachuri year 934 on Wednesday, the 15th of the 
bright half of Kartika, corresponding to Wednesday, the 
14th October A. D. 1182. It eulogises one Ya£oraja as 
equal to Vrihaspati in eloquence and to Bala in liberality. 
He was beautiful as Kamadeva (Cupid) and as skilful in 
war as Kartikeya (the god of war). His queen was 
Lakshmadevf, his sons were Prince Bbojadeva and Prince 
Rajadeva, and his daughter was the Princess Jgsalladevl. 
This Yasoraja appears to have been a feudatory of the 
Ratanpur kings, and was probably one of the Nagavarhsi 
kings mentioned in the Mandava Mahal inscription 
(see No. 304). 

(Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports , Volume XVI 1 1 , 
pages 43 and 44.) 


B,— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(235) GURUR PILLAR INSCRIPTION. 

Gurur is 48 miles from Drug. The inscription is on 
a stone pillar. It refers to the reign of Vagharaja of 
Kakaraya (Kanker), and records the grant of some land 
by a Nayaka to the temple of Kala Bhairava. Gurur was 
formerly included in the Dhamtari tahsll which was once 
part of the Kanker State. 

There can be no doubt that Vagharaja is identical 
with a king of that name mentioned in the Sihawa 1 
inscription and the Vyaghra of the Kanker stone 2 inscrip- 
tion of Bhanudeva. 

( Indian Antiquary, 1926, page 44.) 


(236) SORAR PILLAR INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Sorar is 44 miles south of Drug. On a stone 
pillar lying flat there is a much weather-beaten inscription 
in Sanskrit which seems to convey a grant of a village to 
a Brahmana as the word grama occurs in lines 2 and 3, 
hrahmana in line 3 and pradatta in line 6, 

1 Epigraph ia Indie a, Volume IX, page r 83* 

3 Ibid , page 124. 
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(237) BALOD PILLAR INSCRIPTION. 

There is an inscription on a red stone pillar of which 
the characters are not very old. The inscription is 
illegible. It has been recently removed to the Nagpur 
Museum, 

(238) GANDAI MAHADEVA TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

On the gate of the Mahadeva Temple the names of 
the five Pandavas are said to be engraved. 

(Astatic Researches 3 Volume XV, page 506.) 

(239) DRUG FRAGMENTARY BRAHMI INSCRIPTIONS. 

(Insitui) 

Two broken stones were found lying in the tahsil 
compound inscribed with Brahmi characters of the 2nd 
Century A. D. The bigger piece reads as “Sami Khigd 
Sami Naka Sd )} and the smaller one i{ 100 ”, Other 
fragments have not been yet recovered. 


(240) DEOKAR STONE INSCRIPTION. 

The inscriprion is too much defaced to yield any 
useful information. 

(Drug District Gazetteer , page 49.} 



AMRAOTI district. 

A— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 


(241} RIDDHAPUR PLATES OF THE VAKATAKA QUEEN 
PRABHAVATI GUPTA OF THE 19th REGNAL YEAR. 

(. In possession op the Itihdsa Samsodhaka Mandala , 

Poona.) 

Riddhapur is 26 miles from Amraoti. This inscription 
is a record of the great Queen Prabhavati Gupta, daughter 
of Chandragupta II of the imperial Gupta dynasty! the 
chief Queen of Rudrasena (II) of the Vakatakas, granting 
land with agricultural sheds to Brahmanas living in 
ASvatthanagara on the way to Kosika. The Queen was 
encamped at Ramagiri or Ramtek in the Nagpur district, 
which is identical with Kalidasa’s Ramagiri of the Meg- 
haduta . Probably Asatpur in the Ellichpur taluka of 
Amraoti district is the modern representative of Asvafcna* 
gara. The historical names that occur in this record are 
Maharaja Ghatotkacha, his son Chandragupta, his? queen 
Kumaradeviof the Lichchhavi family, their son Samudra- 
gupta, his queen Dattaievi, their son Chandragupta (II), 
his queen Kuvera NagadevI born of Naga family and their 
daughter Prabhavati Gupta. 

(Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society , Volume XX, 
No. i, pages 58 ff. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society , 
1924, pages 94 ff, Indian Antiquary , 1924, page 48, 

Bhdrata Itihasa Samsodhaka Ma?uj al a } a Marathi 
Quarterly, Volume II, pages 89 et seqf) 


(242) CHAMMAK PLATES OF THE MAHARAJA 
PRAVARASENA. 

(In the possession of Major Szczepanskii) 

Chammak is a village about 4 miles from Ellichpur, Its 
old name was Charmanka as recorded in the inscription. It 
was situated on the banks of the MadhunadI, the present 
Chandrabhaga whose water is still reputed to be very 
sweet. 1 Chammak was included in the Bhojakata kingdom, 
which must have been identical with the Ellichpur Province 
known as Achalapura during the times of the Rashtrakutas. 2 3 

1 It was on account of this property that its older name was MadhunadI 

or sweet river. 

3 Epigraphia Indica t Volume XI* pajje 278. 
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The village was granted by Maharaja Pravarasena II of the 
Vakataka dynasty, and the charter was issued from the town 
of Pravarapura, apparently found by Pravarasena himself. 
The genealogy of the king in the record is as follows : — 
Pravarsena II, son of Rudrasena, son of Prithivlshena, son 
of Rudrasena i, son of Gautamiputra, son of Pravarsena I, 
It also mentions the name of the king of kings Devagupta, 
whose daughter Prabhavatfgupta was Pravarasena IPs 
mother. Another historical name is Bhavanaga, the Maha- 
raja of the Bharasivas, whose daughter was the mother of 
Rudrasena I. The charter is dated in the 1 8th year of the 
donor’s reign on the 13th lunar day of the bright fortnight 
of Jyeshtha. 

(Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptions \ pages 235 ff ; Notes on the 
Bauddha Rock Temples of Ajanta , (1879), pages 54 ff, 
Archgeological Survey of Western India , Volume IV, 
pages 1 16 ff. Indian Antiquary , Volume XII, pages 
239 ff.) 


(243) NANDGAON KHANDESVARA INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ,) 

Nandgaon is 20 miles from Amraoti, containing an 
old temple oj Khande&vara which bears an inscription 
dated in the Saka year 1177 named Ananda corresponding 
to. A, D. 1254* It records the construction during the 
reign of Sri mat Praudhapratapa Chakravartin Kanhara- 
devaby.oneof his feudatories. As the terms K&mhara 
and Krishna are alternative, this king can not be other 
than Krishna grandson and successor of the great king 
Singhana of the Yadava dynasty of Deogiri (Daulatabad), 
who ruled about that period. 


(244) GAWILGADH PERSIAN INSCRIPTIONS, 

{In situ.) 

Gawilgadh is a fort ip Berar near Chikhalda. It is 65 
miles from Amraoti. This place was formerly the fortress 
capital of Berar. There are 3 inscriptions (2 in Persian 
and 1 in Devanagari characters), the oldest being that of 
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Fatah-ullah Imad-ul-mulk, the first independent king of 
Berar, It is on the south-western gate of the fort known as 
Plr Pathai (Fatah) Darwaza* and is much weather-beaten 
and fragmentary. It records that Fatah-ullah Imad-ul-mulk 
repaired the Jam! Masjid (which is built on the highest 
knoll of the fort) in the reign of (Shahabuddin) Mahmud 
Shah Bahmani. The date is given in a chronogram equiva- 
lent to A. H. 893 (A. D, 1488). Two years later Fatah- 
ullah proclaimed his independence. According to Firishta, 
the Glwil fort was built by Ahmad Shah Bahman! I in 
A* D. 1425, but there are no older inscriptions than the 
one under notice. 

On the bastion known as Burj-i-Bakaram, in the south- 
western face of the fort, there is a grandiloquent record 
which runs as follows : — 

{i In Gawil Baharam built a bastion. 

The like of which the eye of time hath never seen ; 
He carried it to such a height, 

That the planet Saturn takes his ease in its shelter.*' 

There is a chronogram which gives the date A. H. 985 
(A. D. 1577). Baharam appears to have been the Kiiadar 
of Gawil under Murtaza Nizam Shah of Ahmadnagar. In 
A, D. 1577 the latter was expecting that Akbar would 
march on Berar, and that seems to have been the reason for 
spending money on the defence of Gawil. 

( Efigraphia Indo-Moslemica s 1907-08, pages 10 ff. 
and Haig’s Historic Landmarks of the Deccan 
pages 146 ff.) 


(245) GAWILGADH KANGURA INSCRIPTION, 

(In situ.) 

On one of the battlements of the outer fort at Gawil* 
gadh there is a long Sanskrit inscription in 22 lines, each 
about 5 feet long. The stone is rough, and the engraving 
not very deep, hence it is difficult to read it. It, however, 
seems to record the birth of a child in the house of Burhan- 
Imad-Shah in the Saka year 1489, bearing the name of 
Prabhava, on the 3rd of the bright half of Chaitra, corre- 
sponding to 13th March 1557 A. D- The details of the date 
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occupy 5 or 6 lines, giving in astrological terms the exact 
moment of the birth by mentioning the nakshatra> the 
yoga , the karna } and the lagna , etc. Burhan-Imad-Shah 
ascended the throne of Berar in 1561 A. 1), He is de- 
scribed to have been a boy or a young man when he suc- 
ceeded his father, and it is very probable that our inscription 
records the birth of his first son, the heir-apparent. In 
view of the fact that Burhan-Imad Shah had been seized 
and imprisoned in Narnala by Tufal Khan, one of his own 
Amirs, 3 or 4 years before the birth of his son, it may be 
questioned how this inscription came to be carved in a 
fort held in possession by Burhan’s enemy. But Tufal 
Khan was merely an usurper, and it is possible that the 
people of Gawilgadh may not have acknowledged him as 
their true sovereign. In that case, even if Burhan-Imad died 
in prison, his rightful successor would be his . newly-born 
son. In fact, the usurpation was noticed by the neighbour- 
ing princes, and the king of Ahmadnagar had called upon 
Tufal Khan to account for keeping Burhan in imprison- 
ment Probably the sympathies of the Hindus were with 
Burhan, and the garrison at Gawilgadb was not afraid of 
the usurper and entertained thoughts of good-will to the 
rightful owner. We do not know what became of this 
would-be king of Berar, as the greed of the Ahmadnagar 
king swallowed up what his sense of justice professed to 
rescue. Berar was annexed to the Ahmadnagar kingdom, 
and both the usurper and his captive were sent to a 
fortress to die in a Black Hole, This took place in 
A, D. 1572, when the boy must have been 5 years of age. 
Whether he was spared to ponder over the past glories 
of his house, or shared the same fate as his father, is 
not known. 


B.*— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(246) ELLICHPUR INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ.) 

There are more than 50 inscriptions in Ellichpur, once 
the provincial capital of the Berar kings. The present 
inscriptions do not, however, go far back into antiquity, 
the oluest being dated in A. H. 991 (a, D„ 1583). Some 
of them are of very recent date and record either the date 
of somebody’s death or the day on which the repairs qf 
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certain buildings were carried out, There are very few 
inscriptions giving any historical data, those of this class 
being carved on the various gates of the city wall. The 
Dolah Rahman Darwaza has 3 inscriptions, one of which 
gives the name of the gate as Dare-Rahmdn and states that 
it was constructed in the reign of Shah Alam in the Hijrf 
yearn8o(as found from the chronogram), through the 
favour of Shah Rahman GhazI, an apocryphal personage, 
who is related to have come all the way from Ghazni about 
A, D. 1000 and to have defeated the local kings and died 
on the spot. The other two inscriptions record the names 
of the local administrators, #Aar., Ismail Khan and his naib 
Alaf Khan, and mention the name of Asif-e-daurln Nizam- 
ul-mulk, the Imperial Governor of the Deccan. One of 
them gives the date A. H. 1180 (A. D. 1766) in words. In 
the Abdalpura Darwaza there are 2 records, one of which 
names the gate as Bdbur-Rahman % and states that it was 
constructed by Nawab Ismail Khan Pathan in A. H, 1187 
(A. d. 1773), which is again quoted in the other inscription 
in a chronogram. On the Nagpuri Darwaza the date of its 
construction is recorded as A. H. 118 2, corresponding to 
Fasti 1179 (A. D. 1768). In this case, too, the builder was 
Ismail Khan. On the Malfpura gate, the date of its con- 
struction is given as A, H. 1183 (FaslI 1 180 = a. D. 1 769) 
during the governorship of Nawab Nizam All Khan with 
the advice of Nawab_ Ismail Khan, and completed by 
Khushkhabar Khan Amil of Ellichpur pargand , The 
second inscription here gives a quotation from the Quran 
and a verse in praise of All, together with the date A H. 
1184 (a. D. 1770). The Hfrapura gate has 3 inscriptions, 
one of which in verse recites the proposal of Asafjah to 
make over the management of the work to Khushkhabar 
Khan in A. H. 1180 ; the second also in verse states thet 
the work commenced in A. H. 1 1 8 1 ; and the 3rd informs 
us that the Hfrapura gate was completed in A t H. 1183 
(A. D. 1769). 

Of the 10 inscriptions discovered on masjids or Imaar 
badgs, the oldest is that on the Jami Masjid, which records 
that it was repaired by All Mardan Khan in A H, 3 108 
(A. D. 1696) during the reign of Aurangzeb. The next 
oldest is the record on the Chauk Masjid, which was built 
by a Turanian Mirzabeg Khan in A, H.T120 (A, D. 1708). 
Gulam Husain's Masjid and monastery were constructed in 
A. H. 1178 (A. D. 1764). Other records date from A. H*- 
l 2 oo (A. D. 1785) onwards, and are of no importance, 
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Of the 23 known inscriptions on tombs, the only one 
worth notice is that of Nawab Ismail Khan, who figured so 
often in the construction of the Ellichpur City gates. He 
died in A. H, 1 189 (A. D, 1775). He was an Afghan of 
the Sulemanzai tribe and a Mahadavh He was the local 
administrator of Ellichpur, and his predecessors and 
successors occupied important posts under the Nizam. His 
father was Sultan Khan, and his son Salabat Khan, whose 
son Natndar Khan has been styled as a General in the 
Army. Namdar Khan died in A. H. 1260 (a. d. 1844). 
He laid out a garden which he named after himself, as 
recorded on the gate, the date of laying out being A. H. 
1229 ( A ‘ 1814). The year is repeated in a chronogram 

in another inscription, A number of inscribed tombs belong 
to Namdar's family, being of course the most important 
family of Ellichpur, The oldest tomb is that of one Mir 
Abdul Hak K§zl, dated in A. H. 991 (A. D. 1583), but it 
does not state who the deceased was. The remaining 
tombs bear inscriptions dated between 1 1 19 and 1283 A. H. 
There are some which have only quotations from Quran 
without the name of individuals interred in them. Most of 
the records are in Persian, but there are a few which are 
in Urdu. 

In the Dargah of Dulah Rahman Shah there is no 
record on either his tomb or his mother's. Major (now 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Wolseley) Haig 1 is of opinion that the 
shrine is probably a tomb erected to the memory of Shujat 
Khan, Dilawar Khan, Rustam Khan and Bahadur Khan 
generals of Firoz Shah BahmanI, who were slain in a battle 
of Kheria in 1400 A. D. An enclosure round this shrine 
has inscriptions on the gateways, the one on the north 
being built by Maharaja Raghujf Bhonsala. It is dated in 
A. H. 1195 (A, D. 1781). The southern gate was built by 
bis brother MudhojI in the same year as a thanksgiving 
for victory over his brother RaghujI. The eastern gate 
was built in A. H. 1192 (A, D. 1778), and so was the 
western one. Two other inscriptions on a smaller gate 
record the date of the construction of a mausoleum and a 
pillar by Mudboji as a thanksgiving for the fulfilment of his 
desires in a. h. 1 1 go (a, d. 1776). There are two on the 
lamp pillar ( Sarvechirdgan ) which are of no consequence. 


1 Amraoti District Gazetteer , page 33. 
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(247) AMNER TOMB INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ I) 

Amner is 60 miles from Amraoti. A Musalman 
tomb here has an inscription stating that one Husain, 
servant of Raja Kisan Singh, laid the foundation 
of the tomb for Lalkhan Pathan, and built a mosque, 
a cistern and a garden. Lalkhan died at Badnur 
(now renamed Betul) in A. H. noo (a.D, 1688) during 
the reign of the Emperor Alamglr (Aurangzeb), but his 
remains were removed to Amner. 

{Amraoti District Gazetteer pages 350 and 351.) 


(248) AMNER PERSIAN INSCRIPTION OF ISMAILKHAN* 

{Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This is a stone inscription recording construction of 
some thing not mentioned in 1055 A.H, (A.D. 1645) by 
Ismailkhan, who was apparently one of the sons of 
Muhammadkhan Nivazi of Ashtf, Ismailkhan was given 
Amner pargand as a share of the ancestral property and 
he apparently built a fort to which this stone was affixed 
(see No. 13.) 

{Bulletins of the Nagpur Museum No , 1.) 


1 It may be noted that the translation given in the Gazetteer is not quite 
correct. 
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(249) AKOLA INSCRIPTIONS. 

Akola has many inscriptions on slabs let into the 
walls of the town and of the citadel. They are in some 
cases at such a height from the ground that they cannot 
be reached bv the ordinary ladders. Many are weather- 
beaten and undecipherable The Dahibhanda gate of the 
town bears the following inscription : — “In the reign of 
the Emperor Aurangzeb { Alamglr, the GhazI, 1 the Nawab 
Asad Khan, prime minister, being Jagirdar , and Khwaja 
Abdul Latlf being manager of the Jagir , in the 46th year 
of the reign, corresponding to the year A.H. 1114 
(A*D. 1702*03), Asadgadh (the fort of Asad) was 

completed.” 

The Pachburja or five-fold bastion bears two inscrip- 
tions, the upper one recording the completion of the 
bastion and Asadgadh on the river bank in A.H. 1122 
(A.D. 1710), in the reign of Shah Alarm the Gha^i, by 
Nawab Umda-i-Vuzara Asaf-ud-tlaullah, Jagirdar , and 
Khwaja Abdul Latlf, manager of the Jagir . The lower 
inscription records that the base of the five-fold bastion 
was repaired in aji, 1 184 (a.d. 1769-70.) 

A bastion of the citadel bears two inscriptions; the 
upper one refers to the reign of Emperor Muhammad 
Akbar Shah, evidently Akbar ll, who ruled between 1806 
and 1820 A.D. The lower inscription tells us that the 
bastion was built or repaired in the time of Shah 
Muhammad Khan, who seems to have been Jagirdar of 
Akola in the reign of Akbar If. 

The Delhi gate or Mokasa Ves bears two inscriptions 
one in Persian on its northern side and the other in Marathi 
on its southern side. The Persian inscription records 
the construction of the Delhi gate on the 17th Rabi- 
uS’Sanl A.H. 1201 (7th February 1787 A,D.), 
corresponding to the Fasli year 1196, by Govinda Appa, 
and the same information is conveyed by the Marathi 
inscription giving the date in the Hindu year, viz., Saka 
1708, bearing the name Parabhava, This corresponded 
to the Fasli year 1 195-96, to the Christian year 17^6-87, 
and to the Hijri year 1201 (nearly). The Marathi inscrip- 
tion gives the name of the gate as Mokasa Ves and 
mentions the construction of a ghat also. 
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The fourth burj inscription gives the name of its 
builder as Khwaja Abdul Latif, u bile Nawab Asad Khan 
was Jagtrdar in the reign of the Emperur Aurangzeb 
Alamgfr, and seems to be dated in A.H. m3 (a.D. 
1701-02 ) 

The western side ‘of the Idgah at Akola gi\es the 
name of its builder as in the Fatahburj inscription, but the 
date is A.H. u 16 (a. D. 1704 05.) 

(Epigraph?, a lndo> Moslewica, 1907-08, pages 15 IT.) 


(250) NARNALA FORT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In si f u.) 

The fort of N a mala is 40 miles from Akola and was 
formerly almost equal to Gawilgaclh in importance. 
According to Firishta, Narnala fort was repaired when 
Gawil was built in 1425 A.D. by Ahmad Shah Valf 
BahmanL There are 4 inscriptions, all in Persian 
characters, 2 of which are cut over the beautiful Mahakah 
gate of the fort, one on a gun known as the Naugasi top 
or 1 nine-yard gun’; and the fourth on a slab let into a wall 
of the small masjid in the fort. It is said that there was 
formerly an inscription in the Jam! Masjid also, recording 
the fact that the mosque was built by Mahabat Khan in 
A.H. 915 (A.D. 1509), but the mosque is now in ruins and 
the inscription has disappeared. The upper inscription 
on the Mahakall gate opens with the words 1 On the date 
of victory/ followed by a text of the Quran (Siirah-in, N. I), 
which is ingeniously used as a chronogram which gives 
the date of the building or the gate as A.H. 892 (a,D. 

1487), which is also expressed in words. It then goes on 
with the creed of Islam and pours blessings on the heads 
of prophets, angels, khalifas generally, and the 4 successors 
of Muhammad in particular. By this we know that the 
builder of the gate was a Sunn!. The words * On the date 
of the victory’ at the beginning of the inscription probably 
refer to the slaughter of the Turk! amirs and troops at 
Bfdar at the instigation of Nizamml-mulk Bahrl, carried 
out under the orders of Fatah-ullah Imad-ul-rouik, 

The lower inscription informs us that the gate was 
built in the reign of the great and exalted king the GhazI 
Shahab-ud-dunya-wad-dln MahmQd Shah, the son of 
Muhammad Shah, the son of HumayGn Shah, the son of 
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Ahmad Shah, the son of Muhammad Shah Bahman!, and 
concludes with a prayer for the endurance of his rule. 
Sir Wolseley Haig considers the genealogy given above as 
inaccurate. In the first place it omits from his pedigree 
the name of Alauddin Ahmad Shah II, for the Ahmad 
Shah mentioned is evidently intended for Shahabuddln 
Ahmad Shah I, father of Alauddin, and in the second place 
it errs in making Ahmad 1 the son of Muhammad Shah 
the fifth king of the dynasty, 

Tr.e gun inscription states that it was cast when the 
Dakhnfs ruled, and that Altubaig, the slave of the Imperial 
Court, having arrived at Narnala in the month of Jamadi-ul- 
Awwal of the Hijri year 1091 (A.D. 1 6So), mounted it on- 
the knoll, which nobody did, although the gun had been 
captured 150 years ago. It is evident that Altubaig was 
proud of his achievement. The gun, according to the 
inscription, was captured in A.H. 941 (a.D. 1534-5). 
This cannot have been the date of its capture by the 
Mughals, fur Akbar, who was the first of that dynasty to 
invade. Berar, did not ascend the throne till 1556, 

The rnasjid inscription records the date of a visit by 
the Naw 5 b Khurshedjah, son-in-law of Afzul-uddaulah 
Badshah in the Hijr* year 1291 (a. n. 1874), and is of no 
historical importance, 

{Epigraph! a Indo-Moslctnica , 1907-08, pages 12 ff. 
and Haig's Historic Landmarks of the Dcccan ) pages 
153 ff.) 


(251) BARSI-TAKLI SANSKRIT INSCRIPTION. 

(/ n situ.) 

Bars! Takli is 12 miles south-east of Akola. In the 
temple of BhavSnl there is a long Sanskrit inscription which 
is very much damaged as half of the stone has peeled off 
vertically. It is dated on Thursday, the 7th of the bright 
half of Vaisakba month in the Pushya nakshaira in the 
Saka year 1098 which is apparently the date of the con- 
struction of the temple. The saptami fell on a Thursday 
in £aka 1099, which corresponded to Thursday, the 7th 
April 1177 A.D. when the Pushya nakshaira was current. 

In line 3 the son of Malugideva and in line 6 king 
Hemadrideva are referred to, and further on the Tekkal! 
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rajadhani 1 (capital) is mentioned which is stated to have 
been made a sacred city like Vangrasi (Benares) by the 
pious acts of somebody whose name is lost. Some peculiar 
names are mentioned, such as Dayamaand Bhiilama, whose 
son was Palama, and his son Maila, Other names followed, 
but they are irretrievably lost. Malugi, Hemadri and Bhil- 
lama are well-known historical names. Malugi was one of 
the Yadava kings of Deogiri, son of Seunachandra, whose 
date is known to be 1069 A.D. Mllugi's son was Amara- 
gahga, who, from the context of our inscription, appears to 
have been defeated by somebody. Many kings in the 
Yadava line bore the name of Bhiilama, but ours was prob- 
ably Malugi's grandson whose reign is placed in Sam vat 1187 
or 1 191 a. D. He was the first paramount sovereign of his 
family, and the first to adopt the title of Pratapn Chakra - 
vartin . But his descendants and successors, as known from 
other records, did not bear the names which our inscription 
discloses. It seems therefore that the kings of our inscrip- 
tion belonged to a collateral branch of the same family who 
enjoyed appanages from the paramount king, and made 
Tekkali their residence which they called their rajadhani . 
Tekkali is no doubt the present (Bars!; Takall, where the 
inscription exists. 

(Cousens* Progress Report , 1902, page 2, and 

Epigrapht a In do * Moslem i ca ) 1907-08, page 21.) 


B. — UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE 
OR ILLEGIBLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(252) PATUR INSCRIPTIONS. 

( In situ .) 

Patur (Shaikh Babu) is a village 20 miles south of 
Akola. The inscriptions over the gates of this small town 
are now illegible. The inscription cut on a sl?b above the 
arch of the outer gate of the shrine of Shaikh Babu, records 
that the building was erected in A. H. 1015 (A.D, 1606-07) 
in the time of Khan- i- Khanan, the son of Bairam Khan. In 
the interior of the shrine the chronogram gives the date of 
the saint’s death as A. H. 791 (A.D, 1388). 

It is said that there was formerly a Sanskrit inscrip- 
tion cut on the rock above the two small caves in the hill 
near the town, but the portion of the rock which bore the 

1 Tekkali rajadhani svadharmma durggam kalau yuge 1 Vandrasi 
kfita tena vimalaih sucharitrakaih If 
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inscription fell away and is not traceable. There are, how- 
ever, short inscriptions carved upon the pillars and archi- 
traves in very old letters which appear to be the names of 
pilgrim visitors, 

( Epigra ph ia hi d o- M oslem ica } 1907-08, page 19.) 

(253) SIRPUR INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Sirpur is 37 miles from Akola. In the temple of 
Antariksha Parsvanatha, belonging to the Digarnbara Jaina 
community, there is an abraded inscription in Sanskrit 
which seems to be dated in Samvat 1334 (a.d. I412), but 
Mr. Cousens believes that the temple was built at least 
a hundred years earlier. The name 0 Antariksha Par£va- 
natha with that of the builder of the temple Jagasirhha, also 
occurs in the record. 

(Cousens 1 Progress Report , 1902, page 3, and Epi- 
gra phi a Indo-Moslemica , 1907-08, page 21.) 


(254) PINJAR TEMPLE INSCRIPTION. 

[in situ ). 

Pifijar is a village 22 miles from Ako’a* It has a big 
HemadpantI temple with along inscription in Sanskrit in 
the Nandi shrine within its courtyard. It is almost 
illegible. In the last line but one the record is called 
* Kirtiprasasti and is apparently eulogy of the family 
which built the shrine. The characters belong to about the 
12th or 13th Cnturv A.D. 


(2 55) BALAPUR INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ I) 

Balapur is 16 miles west of Akola. The inscription 
over the principal gate of the outer fort at Balapur is not 
easily accessible, and is so weather-beaten that it would 
probably be illegible even if it could be examined closely. 
According to the Berar Gazetteer, 1870, this inscription 
recorded the fact that the fort was completed in A.D* 
1757 (ATI. 1170-71) b y Ismail Khan, the first Navvab 
of Ellichpur under the Nizams, but the Berar Gazetteer is 
not a safe guide in such matters. Sir Wolseley Haig thinks 
that the fort was either thoroughly repaired or completed 
about that time. 
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The inscription cut over the architrave of the Rauzah 
Masjid, adjoining which is the tomb of the saint Mauiavi 
Ma'sum Shah, records in bombastic verses that one Mirza 
Aman, entitled Sher Baig, built the mosque as a memorial 
to his father in A.H. 1150 (a.D. 1737-3S). The founder 

does not appear to have b r c n a vary notable person. 

The inscription on the Jaglrdar's haveli records that 
the Ka iirl gate was built in A.n. 1115 (A,D, 1703*04), 

[Epigrafihza Indo~Mosiemica f iy 07-08, pages 18 ff., 
and Haig’s Historic Landmarks of the Deccan } pages 178 
and 179.) 


(256) PANCHGAWHAN INSCRIPTIONS. 1 

{In situ,) 

Panchgawhan is a village in Akot taluka, about 16 
miles from Akufc. It really consists of six villages with 
separate officers, but, according to tradition, there were once 
only live, whence the nan e. There are a number of 
tombs here with Persian inscriptions, the principal one 
being that of a saint -Mir Muhammad Yusuf NeknSm. 
He and his four sons were military officers, Neknam’s 
own tomb records that during the reign of Jahangir 
he and his relatives had fought with the rebels in the 
Deccan. He fell in a battle on the 19th Saffar, dying 
in A.H. 1025 (a.D. 1616), as did Lis son Mir 
Muhammad Husain who was a Fouzdar and Kiladar in 
the service of the Mughal Emperor, as recorded on his 
tomb. The same year fell his brother Mir ParidtSn 
Husain in the battle of Kirkee on the 25th Muharram, 
that is, less than a month before the death of his father 
and brother, The other two sons of Neknam were Mir 
Shah Husain and Mir Sharfuddin Husain. The former 
had predeceased his father in A.H. 1019 (A.D. 1610). 
His tomb is silent about his merits which were perhaps 
non-existent. Sharfuddin’s tomb states that he had the title 
of Himmat Khan and that he died in the fort of Fatahabld 
alias Kahjhare, where he was appointed to serve by the 
Emperor Shah Jahan. He dud on the 22nd of Saffar in 
A.H. 1047 (A.D. 1637). Dated in the very year is a 
record on a mosque in which it is stated that it was built 
by Himmat Khan. It therefore appears that Sharfuddin 
died in the same year he built the mosque, 

1 The notices of these inscriptions are based on the copies furnished 
by the Tahsildar of Akot, and may be taken for what they are worth. 
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There is another tomb with an inscription giving the 
date of the death of one Abeda Bibi, a relative o\ Neknam. 
The date is not very clear. 

There are 2 mure tombs here, in one of which Miyan 
Bulag Bek, a resident of Shahjahanabad, is interred. 
The inscription on the tomb relates that he was appointed 
Fouzdar in the reign of Jahandar Shah. The date of the 
death has not been clearly made out. The record on the 
second tomb is altogether illegible. 


(257) MANGRUL INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

Mangrul is 29 miles from Akola. The Dargah 
inscription records the construction of the Idgah by 
Shaikh Abdul Wahed in the reign of king Muhammad 
Shah in A.H, 1146 (A. D. 1733). _ The Jagirddr at that 
time was Navvab Nizam-ul-mulk Asafjah. 

The Slpi Mahal inscription is a somewhat peculiar 
record. It states : — “ By the favour of the king [ became a 
resident of the holy Mangrul, with the title of Nawah 
Fatah-Jang*Khan, in the month of Ramzan in A.H, 1035 
(A.D. 1626) after coming from Afghanistan , n 


(258) AKOT INSCRIPTIONS. 

[In situ). 

Akot is 23 miles north of Akola, There are 2 Persian 
inscriptions here, one on the Jami Masjid and the other 
on Mir Nazar Khusro’s mausoleum. The former recites 
that during the reign of Alamgir (Aurangzeb), who 
surpassed the ocean in generosity, a Muhammad Ashraf 
destroyed a temple and built a mosque in its place in 
A.H. 1078 ( A.D, 1637). The inscription on Khusro’s 
mausoleum is of no importance. In a Hindu temple 
there is a small record in Devanagari characters which 
is illegible. 



BULDANA DISTRICT 


A. - IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(259) AMARAPUR STONE INSCRIPTION. 

Amarapur is 28 n;iles from BuldgnS. A Sanskrit 
inscription in the temple of Bhavanf records in 8 lines 
something which is not very clear, hut if refers to the 
reign of Srfmat Pratapa ChakravartI Sirhghanadeva, and is 
dated in the Saka year 1133 bearing the name Prajapati 
corresponding to 1 2 r 1 A. D. It also gives the name of the 
village as Anvarapura, where the tern le was built by one 
Paduman Sethi, Anvarapura of the record is certainly 
the present Amarapura. Simghana was one of the most 
powerful of the Yadava sovereigns of Deogiri (Daulatabgd). 
Some 50 records of this king are known, which state that 
he defeated Jajalladeva, Ballala the Hoysala, and Bhoja 
of Kolhapur whose kingdom he annexed, and that he 
humbled the sovereign of Malava and won other victories. 
The records give him the full paramount epithets, styling 
him Pratapa Chakravartin as in our record. In other 
parts of the Nizam’s Dominions five other inscriptions of 
this king are known to exist, that at Ingall being the 
earliest of all as it is dated in the Saka year 1132, corre- 
sponding to i2io A. D,, which, from other records, appears 
to be the first year of his reign. 1 The Amarapur record 
is therefore second in chronological order and was 
engraved in the second year of his reign. It may be noted 
here that our inscription is very appropriately found in 
a Bbavani temple, as Simghana was himself a worshipper of 
Bhav 5 nf. 2 


B —UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

(260) MALKAPUR INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ I) 

Malkapur is a station on the G, I. P. Railway* 
It is from here the road goes to Buldina, which is 28 

1 Fleet’s Kanarese Dynasties . Bombay Gazetteer , Volume I, Part II, 
page 52a. 

2 Epigraphia IntfjcQ. Yplymg III* P a g e Ml* 
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miles to the south, An inscription on the gate called 
Ch&ndlves records, the date of its completion in A.H, 1143 
(A.D. 1729), during the governorship of Muhammad 

Ma J ali Khan, 

Another, partly in Marathi and partly in Sanskrit, over 
the doorway of RSma's temple, mentions a number of 
villages purchased for the maintenance of ^the temple and 
gives the date of its construction in the Saka year 1722, 
named Raudra, corresponding to the Fasli year r2io 
(A.D. 1800). 

[£pii>r aphid Indo-M oslemica, 1907-08, page 20.) 


(261) ROHANKHED INSCRIPTION. 

(/ n situ.) 

Rohankhed is 20 miles s>uth of Malkapur, An 
abraded inscription on the mosque there records 
that it was built by Khudavand Khan in A.H, 990 
(A. D. 1582). This Khudavand Khan was an Abyssinian 
noble in the service of the Ahmadnagar kingdom at the 
end of the 10th Century of the Hijrl era, and took part in 
the battle of Rohankhed 1 in 999 (A.D. 1590-91/ and was 
beheaded as a traitor and a heretic. He is not to be 
confused with the Khudavand Khan, also an Abyssinian, 
who was governor of the Province of Mahur or Southern 
Berar about a century earlier. 

( Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica } 1907-08, pages 20 ff.) 


(262) SHAKARKHELDA OR FATAHKHELDA 
INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

ShakarkheklS, subsequently named as Fatahkhelda by 
AsafjSh Nizam-ul-mulk after his victory over Mubarik 
Khan in A. D. 1724, is 30 miles south of Buldana, Over 
the entrance of the mosque there an inscription is cut 
giving the date of its construction in A.H. 080 
(A. D. 1581). ' 

f Epigraphia Indo* Af oslemica, 1907-08, page 20.) 


? See Haig’s Historic Landmarks of the D&ccan } pages 162 ff. 
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( 263 ) MEHKAR INSCRIPIONS. 

{In situ ) 

Mehkar is 42 miles south-west of Buldana. In the 
Balajfs temple there is a broken Jaina statue with a short 
inscription dated in Samvat 1272 (A.D 1215). The 
statue was dedicated by one Padmavati, wife of Asadhara. 
There is also a pilgrim record in old characters on a stone 
built into the fl ;or of the temple. 

Over the city gate called the Momin Oarwaza there is 
an Arabic inscription which is an extract from the Quran 
(C. XXVI). The two last words of the text are utilized as a 
chronogram and give the date A H. 894 ( A.D. 1488). 
This is another instance of a walled town being repaired 
just before Fatah-ullah Imad-ul-mulk assumed the 
sovereignty of Berar. 

[Epigraph? a Indo-Moslemiea, 1907-08, page 20.) 


(264) SATGAON STATUE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ.) 

Satgaon is 10 miles south of Buldana. On the 
pedestal of a Jaina idol of Parsvanatha there is an inscrip- 
tion dated in Saka 1173 (A. D. 125O- 1 he idol seents^ to 

have been dedicated by a Telugu Jaina named GamataiyS, 
son of Sethi (Chettf) Kanthataiya. 

(265) LONAR SANSKRIT INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ) 

LonSr is 54 miles from Buldana. The inscription he r e 
is recorded on a stone which is placed on the doorway^ of 
a small temple and is in a very inconvenient position 
for reading. The stone is also broken off. It is a long 
inscription, but no useful information could be extracted 
from it. 


(266) SINDKHED INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ) 

Sindkhed is 69 miles from Buldana. There are 
3 Marathi inscriptions in this village giving the nam^s of 
the local Desamukhas. One of them is dated in baka 
1633 or 17 1 1 A. D. 
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(267) JALGAON PERSIAN INSCRIPTION. 

Jalgaon is 16 miles from Nandura Railway Station and 
60 miles from Buldjlna. The inscription here gives the 
date of the construction of a mosque in A.H. 1049 or 
A.D. 1630. 


YEOTMAL district. 

(268) This district contains very few inscriptions. In 
the Kapilesvara temple at Satephal and in the Rama's 
temple at Wun there are modern inscriptions the present 
Devanagari characters, 

At Ralegaon there are 2 idols with inscriptions in 
DevanSgari character on their pedestals which are illegible. 
At Umarkhed there is another illegible inscription on 
the gate near a masjid. At Kalamb about 14 miles from 
Yeotmal, 2 tomb-stones contain inscriptions in Arabic 
and Persian of the Hijra year 917 or A.D. 1511. 
Htre a guide-pillar was found, which is now deposited 
in the Nagpur Museum. It points out that Salod lay to 
the right, while Nacbangaon lay to the left. This must 
have been put on the road-side apparently to guide the 
army or travellers which way to go in order to reach these 
two important places in the Wardha district. The pillar 
was put up in the reign of Sultan Burhan Nizam Sh 3 h of 
Ahmadnagar in three languages, vis , Marathi, Arabic and 
Persian, but the latter two have been scraped off. There 
were two Burh&ns in the Nizam Shahi dynasty of Ahmad- 
nagar. The first one flourished about 1508 A.D. and the 
second about 1590 A.D. This is an interesting relic of 
a guide post. 



bAstar state, 

A. — IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS, 

(269) BARSUR TELUGU INSCRIPTION OF THE 
TIME OF JAGDEKABHUSHANA. 

{In situ.) 

Bjirsur is 55 miles west of Jagdalpur, the capital of 
Bastar State. 

The inscription refers itself to the regin of Maharaja 
Jagdekabhushana of the Chhindaka family of the Naga 
race and records that a feudatory chief ( mahdmandales - 
vara) Chandraditya Maharaja, lord of Ammagama, excavat- 
ed at the capital town Barasuru a tank which he called 
Chandraditya-samudra, on whose bank he constructed a 
Siva temple, naming it after himself as Chandradityegvara 
shririe. 

For the maintenance of the temple he made a grant 
of a village Govardhangndu which he had purchased 
from king Dharavarsha, The transaction was effected 
in the presence of the ruling king on Monday, the^ 5th 
tiihi of the bright half of the month Karlika in the Saka 
year 983, bearing the cyclic name Sarvari. This regularly 
corresponds to Monday, the 2nd October to6o A.D, 

Chandraditya claims descent from the Karikala 
family who held sway over the Raven and had their 
capital at Orayuru. They belonged to the Kasyapa gotra 
and to the Chola race and had a lion for their crest. 
These details are interesting and show that Chandraditya 
was connected with the ancient Cholas of the Cuddapah 
district, who probably invaded the Bastar country and 
left him or his ancestor in charge of the conquered 
dominion. 

We know from other inscriptions that Kulottuhga I 
(who ascended the throne in 1070 A.D.) attacked the 

Bastar country in his youth, and it is suggested that prob- 
ably Chandraditya followed Kulottuhga in his campaign 
and settled down in the newly conquered country as a 
subordinate to Dharavarsha. The pride of the victor 
could hardly have allowed his kith and kin to accept 
such a position, and it must have taken a long time for an 
enemy's follower to settle himself as a Mahamandale^vara 
of an aggrieved party, unless the terms of peace stipulated 
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that the latter should accept a relative of the conqueror 
in that position. 

The geographical places mentioned in the record remain 
unidentified as yet, except Barasuru, which is certainly 
Barsur, where the inscription was found, and the well- 
known Kgveri (Cauvery) river in the South. 

(Madras Report on Epigraphy for 1908-09, pages 
niff.) 

^270) POTINAR TELUGU INSCRIPTION OF THE 
TIME OF JAGDEKABHUSHANA. 

(. Deposited at Bkairamgadhi) 

Potinar is a village close to Bhairamgadh which is 
about 70 miles west of Jagadalpur, The present inscrip- 
tion engraved on the four faces of a stone was removed 
to Tangla village and thence to Bhairamgadh. It must 
have originally belonged to Barsur, as it is almost 
a duplicate of the Rarsur Inscription (No, 269), and refers 
to the same affairs as recorded in that inscription, vi 
that a feudatory chief Chandraditya built a temple and a 
tank in Bar&sura and gave a grant for their support in the 
Saka year 983. The points of difference are that in this 
case the village granted was Mattinandu and that the 
gift was to cover the expenses of a garden also, named 
Cbandraditya-nandanavara, planted in the vicinity of 
the Siva temple. It is not quite clear why it was neces- 
sary to make a record separately for the two villages 
granted, when the transaction was executed on the same 
day before the same witnesses and written by the same 
persons, unless they were meant to be kept in the villages to 
which they related for the information of the villagers as 
an authority to pay their rents to the manager of the 
temple instead of the king. It is possible that the Matti- 
nandu 1 may be Potinar, where the inscription was originally 
found. 

(271) BARSUR STONE INSCRIPTION OF GANGA- 
MAHADEVI, QUEEN OF SOMESVARADEVA. 

( Deposited in the Nagpur Museum .) 

This inscription, which was originally brought from 
BarsSr, 2 has been published in the Epigraphies Indica 

1 The transformation from Mattinar to Pattlnar or Potinar is an 

easy process in the mouth of the Goods who now inhabit this country. 
a See Epigraphia Indica, Volume IX, page 162. 


Inscriptions in C. P. and Bbrar. 


160 


under the name of the Nagpur Museum Inscription 
of Somelvara, It records that Gahgamah&devl, the chief 
queen of SomeSvaradeva, gave a village named Kerama- 
ruka or Keramarka to two temples of Siva built by her, 
on Sunday, the 12th of the bright half of Phalguna, in the 
Saka year 1130. The details of the date do not work out 
satisfactorily, and it was therefore held that Saka Samvat 
1131 expired was really intended, but a more probable 
theory is that the date was inadvertently carved as 1130 
instead of 1030 for which year the details work out quite 
correctly. Its English equivalent is Sunday, the 14th 
February 1109. Some£varadeva was a Nagavam^i king 
belonging to one of the branches of the Sinda family of 
Yelburga. Their capital if, mentioned as Bhogavati which 
still remains unidentified. The village Keramarka granted 
in this record may be identified with Kodmaln^r close to 
BSrsfir. 

(Epigraphia Indica , Volume III, page 164 ; ibid . 
Volume IX, page 162 ; and Madras Report on Epigraphy , 
1908-09, pages mff.) 

(272) NARAYANPAL INSCRIPTION OF GUNDA 
MAHADEVI. 

[In situ ,) 

Narayanpal is a village 23 miles north-west of Jagdal- 
pur, and is situated on the bank of the Indravati river. The 
inscription found there records the grant of the village 
Narayanapura to the god Narayana and some land near 
the Kharjuri tank to the god Loke^vara. It is dated in 
the Saka year 1033 on Wednesday, the full-moon day of 
Kartika month in the Khara Samvatsara, corresponding to 
the 18th Octoher nit A.D, The donor was Gunda 
Mahadevl, the chief queen of the Maharaja Dharlvarsha, 
the mother of Some^varadeva and the grandmother of 
Kanbaradeva who was then ruling after the death of his 
father. The dynasty claims to be Nagavarn£f of the 
Kasyapa gotra , and to have a tiger with a calf as their 
crest and to be the lords of Bhogavati. There can be 
little doubt that it was connected with the Sinda family 
of Yelburga which bad more than one branch. The Nara- 
yariapura . of the inscription is certainly the present 
Narayanpal which still contains a temple of Narayana. 

[Epigraphia Indica f Volume IX, pages 3 11 ff., and 
pages 16 1 and 162.) 
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(273) KURUSPAL STONE INSCRIPTION OF 
SOMESVARADEVA. 

{Deposited at Jagdalpuri] 

Kuruspal is a village 22 miles from Jagdalpur. A 
number of inscriptions have been found here of which the 
longest is the one under notice. It is much mutilated. 
However, there is still enough left to invest it with some 
importance. The inscription records the grant by king 
Somegvaradeva of a village whose name cannot be made 
out, but from the boundaries it appears that to its south 
was the Indranadl and to its east a village named Aranga, 
and to the west Kapalika. The birudas (titles’ of the family 
to which SomeSvara belonged) correspond to those men- 
tioned in the Narayanpal inscription 1 with a few variations. 
They state that the king belonged to the Nagavamsa 
and to the KaSyapa gotra . He had a tiger crest and 
snake banner and acquired the sovereignty of Chakrakuta 
through the favour of the Goddess Vindhyavasinl. His 
father was Dharavarsha, whose grandson was Kanharadeva. 
The record states that Somesvara killed the powerful 
king Madhurantaka in battle, burnt Vengl, subjugated 
Bhadrapattana and Vajra, and took 6 lakhs and $6 villages 
of the Ko£ala country. The king MadhurSntaka is appar- 
ently identical with the king mentioned in the Rajapura 
plates 2 . He was the king of Chakrakuta of which Somesvara 
claimed to be the hereditary ruler. Apparently they belonged 
to the same family or branches of the same family and 
were rivals of each other. Vengl was the name of the 
country between the Godavari and the Krishna, and our 
inscription mentions the name of Vlrachoda, who, as we 
know from other sources, was the viceroy of this country 
appointed by his father. The Vengl and tfm Chakrakuta 
(Bastar) kings appear to have always been in feud with 
each other and to have burnt each other’s towns^ when 
opportunity offered itself. As regards the taking of 
6 lakhs of Kosala villages, there is no doubt it is an 
exaggeration. The Kosala referred to in the record must 
Ibe taken as Mahakosala or Chhattlsgarh country and^it is 
very unlikely that it ever contained so many villages. 
;Even if it did, there is nothing to justify the boast that 
Somesvara ever became the king of that c( ^ uT }£ r y* ^ 
possible that he may have raided a part^ of Kosala and 
anay have held it in his possession until driven out again. 

~ / Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, page 311* 3 Ibid, page * 74 * 
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This surmise seems to he supported by Jajalladeva's 
inscription 1 of 1x14 A.D.. in which it is recorded that he 
seized in battle one Somesvara after having slain an 
immense army. Apparently the Somesvara referred to 
in Jajalladeva's eulogy is the same as that of this inscrip- 
tion, We know from the Barsur inscription 2 that Some§- 
vara was living in 1108 A.D. and that he had died when 
the Narayanpal inscription 3 was recorded in mi A.D. 
Jajalla was king of Ratanpur, the capital of Ko£ala country, 
and Ratanpur finds a mention among Somesvara's rivals. 
The other rivals were kings of Udra (Orissa), LahjI (in 
Balaghat), Lemna (probably Lavana in Raipur district), 
Vehgl (on the other side of the Godavari), Vajra (Wairggadb 
in Chanda district) and Bhadrapattana (Bbandak also in 
Chanda). 

( Epigraphia Indica , Volume X, pages 25 fi) 


(274) KURUSPAL INSCRIPTION OF SO.MESVARADEVA 
OF SAKA YEAR 1019. 

(Deposited at Jagdalpur ,) 

The inscription is much mutilated, but the object of 
tlie record appears to be a dedication of a lamp to the 
God Lokesvara. Apparently a subscription of xi gadydnaka 
coins was raised by the village people for that purpose. 
The dedication was made in the Saka year 1019 during 
the reign of SomeSvaradeva, who belonged to the Naga- 
vamSI race. He is said to have been the sun to the lotus 
of the Chhinda family and the lord of BhogSvati. 

(Epigraph! a Indica , Volume X, pages 37 and 38,) 


(275) KURUSPAL TANK SLAB OF DHARANA 
MAHADEVI. 


(In situ.) 


The inscription, which is built in one of the steps of 
a tank in Kuruspal, records the grant of land situated near 
kalamba village to god KsmeSvara (Siva)) by the queen 
Dharana Mahadev! during the reign of the NagavamSi 


1 epigraphia Indica > Volume I. pa<*e ^8 
3 Ibid,, Volume IX, pages 1 62 £ * 

3 Ibid,, Volume IX, pages 161 ff* 
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king Some6varadeva k The record^seems to be dated in the 
Saumya Samvatsra which fell in Saka 991, or ro69 A.d. 
A number of witnesses from Temara and Narayanapura 
are mentioned* Both these villages adjoin Kuruspil ; the 
former still retains its name as it was, but the latter has 
now changed to Narayanpal. 

[Epigraphia Indica } Volume X, pages 31 ff , and 
Volume IX, page 163). 


(276) KURUSPAL FRAGMENTARY STONE 
INSCRIPTION. 

( In situ.) 

This inscription, like the tank slab -at Kuruspal, records 
the grant of land situated near Kalemva, to god KameS- 
vara by Dharana Mahadevf, the^ queen of Some&varadeva. 
The Kalemva of this record is apparently the same as 
Kalamba of the tank slab. The inscription is undated. It 
apparently belongs to the same period as the tank slab, 
i*e. } 1069 A.D. 

{Epigraphia Indica, Volume X, pages 35 ff.) 

(277) GADIA TELUGU INSCRIPTION OF 
SOMESVARADEVA. 

( In situ.) 

Gadia is 20 miles from Jagdalpur. The inscription is 
much effaced. It refers to, the NagavarhSi king SorneSvara- 
deva, and is dated in the Saka year 1019 (a. d. 1097). It 
seems to record a grant to a temple, and in the end refers 
to the continuation of dancing girls there. 


(278) RAJAPURA PLATES OF MADHURANTAKADEVA, 

( With the Ruling Chief of Bastar.) 

Rajapura is a village 22 miles northwest of Jagdal- 
pur. The inscription refers itself to the king Maduran- 
takadeva of the Chhindaka family of the *NSga race. It 
records the grant of Rajapura village, situated in the 
Bhramarakotya maniaia ) apparently as a compensation 
for supplying victims, for human sacrifices. The inscription 
is dated in the (Saka) year 987 in the Parabhava 
Samvatsara on a Wednesday of the bright fortnight of 
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Kartika. Although the tithi is not given, Dr, Kielhorn 
has been able to tind out from other details that it was 
third, and that the date regularly corresponds to Wednesday, 
the 5th October 1065 A, D. 

JBhramarakotya maridala is apparently an alternative 
name of Chakrakotya maridala , which is also mentioned in 
the present record in connection with the names of 
witnesses cited therein. Chakrakotya was the central 
portion of the Bastar State, and has been referred to in 
various records. 

{Epigraphies Indica } Volume IX, pages 174 ff.J 


{279) DANTEWADA PILLAR INSCRIPTION. 

[In Situ .) 

Dantewada is 46 miles from Jagdalpur. There is a 
pillar here inscribed in Telugu characters, but a large 
portion of it has broken off. It apparently records a gilt 
which was made on the 10th day ot the dark fortnight of 
Jyeshtha in the Saka year 1147 (corresponding to 13th 
June 1224 A.D,) during the reign ot JagdekabhUshana 
Maharaja Narasiriihadeva. This again does not mention 
the dynasty to which the king belonged, but at present 
there is nothing to show that he was other than a 
NagavamSi king. 

^ ( Epigrafhia Indica t Volume X, page 40.) 


(280; JATANPAL STONE INSCRIPTION OF THE SAKA 
YEAR 1140. 

(. Deposited at Jagdalpur I) 

Jatanpal is a village 40 miles from Dantewada in the 
Bastar State. The inscription records the grant of land 
by one Kama Nayaka, a subordinate to a chief named 
boroaraju, under Maharaja Narasiihhade>a, in the Saka 
year 1140, or A.D, 1218. in this year there was an eclipse 
of the sun and the month of Jyeshtha was intercalary. So 
it was doubly meritorious to make a gift in that year. 
Narasimhadeva of this inscription must certainly be the 
same as that of Dantewada pillar inscription (No% 279). 

{Epigraphia Indica * Volume X, pages 40 ft.) 


4 * 
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(281) SUNARPAL STONE INSCRIPTION OF 
JAYASIMHADEVA. 

{In situ.) 

Suuarpal is a village about 10 miles from Narayanpal. 
The inscription there records the grant of a village 
Adhakada by the queen of Jayasimhadeva of the Nagavamsa, 
who belonged to the Ka^yapa gotra and was the 
supreme lord of Bliogavati, having the tiger with a calf as 
his crest. The record is undated and the village Adhakada 
untraceable. 

{Epigraphies Indica i Volume X, pages 35 and 36, and 
Volume IX, page 163.) 


(282) TEMARA SATI INSCRIPTION OF THE 
SAKA SAMVAT 1246. 

{Now kept in Kuruspal.) 

"Jemara [ s a small village near Kuruspal. The 
inscription records that at Temara of the Sairatharaja- 
rajya in the Chakrakota Province, during the reign of 
Harigchandradeva, one of his officers* wives immolated 
herself on the death of her husband on Saturday the (12th) 
of the bright fortnight of Chaitra in the Saka year 1246, 
named Raktaksha. Thus the record belongs to the year 
1324 a. D., and shows that even in the 14th century the 
interior of the Bastar State went by the name of Chakra- 
ktita. The record does not show the dynasty to which 
Hari&chandradeva belonged, bat apparently he was a 
descendant of the old N&gavamSi kings. 

{Epigraphies Indica , Volume X, pages 39 and 40.) 


(283) DANTEWADA TELUGU INSCRIPTION OF 
THE SAKA YEAR 984. 

{In situ.) 

Some lines of the record are effaced and the king’s 
name is lost. But he has all the birudas of the Nagavarhsf 
kings. The inscription records that the king, while 
encamped at Dattavada (Dantewada), purchased a village 
named Borigama from a cultivator, and presented it to the 
god Bhairava to meet JLhe expenses of offerings to him, on 
Thursday, the 9th of Ashadha in the J^aka year 984, which 
regularly corresponds to Thursday, the 28th June 1061 
A.D., if we take the tit hi to belong to the bright fortnight 
in the current Saka year 984. 
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(284) DANTEWADA MASAKADEVTS NOTIFICATION. 

{In situ.) 

This is an interesting inscription recording a notifi- 
cation to the general public bv Masakadevi, younger sister 
of the illustrious Rajabhushana Maharaja, the crest jewel of 
the Chhindaka family of the Naga race. Parts of it are 
illegible, but enough is still left to indicate its purport 
The notification runs as follows : — 

f( In view of the fact that every member of the 
agricultural classes has been troubled by the king's 
officers while collecting rents which have been exacted 
even before they were due, the elders of the 5 great 
assemblies and the agricultural classes, in meeting 
assembled, framed the following rules r That in 
future those villages which at the time of the corona- 
tion of any king may be required to render service 
shall collect the taxes, etc,, only from such residents as 
had been settled long there.' Masakadevi has there- 
fore set up this pillar recording the rules to regulate 
the position of the several classes They shall be 
traitors to the king and Masakadevi who, living in 
Chakragotta (will violate these rules)." 

The Chakragotta of this record is a corruption of 
Chakrakota, the old name of Central Bastar, 


(285) ERRAKOT TELUGU INSCRIPTION. 

{Deposited at Jagdalpur .) 

Errakot is 10 miles from Jagdalpur. 

The record refers itself to a Xagavaihsi king, part of 
whose name is lost, It may have been Nripatibhushana. 
It is dated on Thursday, the 3rd tit hi of the bright fortnight 
of Vaisakha in the Saka year 945, bearing the cyclic name 
Rudhiro jggri. This regularly corresponds to Thursday, 
the 25th April 1023 A. D ( , if we take 945 as expired. The 
cyclic name confirms this, as Rudhirodgari corresponded 
to 946 current. 

The object of the record is not clear as it is incom- 
plete. 
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(286) DANTEWADA KAKATIYA INSCRIPTION. 

[In situ.) 

There are two slabs dated in the Vikrama Samvat 1760 
or A.D. 1703, on ( he 3rd day of the Vaisakha dark fortnight. 
They record the pilgrimage of Raja Dikpaladeva to the 
DanteSvari shrine when 4 so many thousands of buffaloes 
and goats were sacrificed that the waters of the Sariikhini 
river became red like kusuma flowers and remained so 
for 5 days/ The Kakatiyas are stated to be SomvamSIs 
born of the Pandava Arjuna. The genealogy begins with 
Kakati Prataparudra, who was king of Warangal. His 
brother Annamraja was the first to come to Bastar, and the 
genealogy is continued to Dikapaladeva, nine successors 
being mentioned- The present Bastar family is the 
representative of the old Warangal family who, having 
been defeated by MusahnSns, fled to Bastar, Combining 
the information hitherto available, the following list of 
Kakatlva kings mav be made up : — 

I.— Predecessors of Annamadbva, from Professor 
Kieuiorn’s Southern List # 

1, Durjaya. 

2, Beta (Betmaraja) Tribhuvanamalla, son of i» 

3, Prola (Proleraja, Prodaraja) Jagatikesarin, son 

of 2 ; made the Western Chalukya Tailapa- 
deva prisoner ; defeated Govindarsja and 
Gunda of Mantrakuta; conquered but 
reinstated Chododaya; put to flight jagad- 
deva. 

4, The MaAdmin 4 tlesvara Rudradeva, son of 3 

subdued Dotmna ; conquered Mailigideva 
burnt the city of C hod o cl ay a, A.D. 1163 
[and ri86J. 

Mahadeva (Madhava), brother of 4. 

6. Ganapati (Ganapa^Chbalimattiganda, son of 5 ; 

defeated the Devagiri Yadava Sirnghana, the 
kings of Chola, etc , A.D. [1 199-1200 to 
*260-61], 

7. The Mahamaridalachahravartin Prataparudra 

of E&agilanagari, t. e,, Warangal. His gen- 
eral Muppidi entered Kafich! and installed 
Msnavfra as governor, A, D. 1316. 
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INSCRIPTIONS IN C. P. AND BERAR. 


II. — Successors of Annamdeva IDOWN to Diicpala- 

DEVA, ACCORDING TO THE DANTEWADA 

Inscriptions. 

1. Annamraja, brother of Prataparudra, 

2. Hamlrudeva. 

3. Bhairava (Bhai Raj) deva. 

4. Purushottamadeva. 

5. Jayasirhhadeva. 

6 . Narasimhadeva ; his queen Lachhaml-del dug 

many tanks and planted gardens* 

7. Jagadl&arayadeva. 

8. Viranaravanadeva . 

9. Vfrasimhadeva, married Vadanakurnari, a Chan- 

della princess. 

10. Dikpaladeva, married Ajabakumar! of the 
Chandellas, visited the Dantesvari temple in 
Samvat 1760 or A. D. 1703. 

III. — Successors of Dikpaladeva down to the 
present Ruling Chief, according to records 

KEPT IN THE RAJA'S FAMILY. 

1. Rajpaladeva, 

2. Dalapatideva. 

3. Daryaodeva ; Ivs brother Ajmer Singh rebelled 

against him in Samvat 1836 or A D. 1779* 

4. Mahipaladeva. 

5. Bhupaladeva. 

6. Bhairamadeva. 

7* Rurlrapratapadeva. 

8. Rani Praphulla Kumari Devi, daughter of No. 7, 
now ruling. 

(. Epzgraphia lndica ) Volume IX, pages 165 ff., and 
Volume XII, pages 242 ff.) 


B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR 
ILLEGIBLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(287) DONGAR INSCRIPTION OF DARYAODEVA. 

{In situ.) 

Dohgar is 60 miles from Jagdalpur. Fherer are two 
records of Daryaodeva, dated in Samvat 1835, or A,D. 1779. 
They both refer to the Raja’s visit in order to quell a local 
rebellion* 

(. Epigraphies Indtca ) Volume IX, page 166,) 
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(288) DONGAR INSCRIPTION OF B HAIR AMAD EVA. 

(In situ*) 

This is dated in Samvat 1928, or A. D, 1871, and 
records the pattdbhisheka ceremony of Bhairamadeva, 
grandfather of the present ruler of Bastar. 

(. Epigraphia lndica 7 Volume IX, page 166.) 


(289) BHAIRAMGADH INCOMPLETE TELUGU 
INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ.) 

This is an incomplete inscription in 35 lines which 
give the usual biruda<$ of the Nagavam^i kings and intro- 
duce the Maharaja Jagdekabhushana (the worshipper of 
Manikyadevi's feet) and his feudatory Rangayadeva, to- 
gether with his son. Here the inscription breaks off, leaving 
us in the dark as to its object. 


(290) BHAIRAMGADH SHORT TELUGU INSCRIPTION* 

(In situ ,) 

This inscription has 11 lines and is written in old 
colloquial Telugu which cannot be easily understood. It 
refers to a gift of land by one Ramiraseli Sirhgama 
Nedu. 


(291) BHAIRAMGADH PILGRIM RECORD. 

(In situ*) 

This is a record of his name by that ubiquitous Magar- 
dhaja Jogi 700, for which see No. 207. 


(292) BARSUR NAGARI INSCRIPTIONS. 
(In situ 


There are three slabs, one of which contains the names 
of some goddesses such as Mahisbasuranr.ardinI, and another 
is a fragment which mentions iKajnnaradeva. The third, 
on a statue of a warrior with the^ date baka 1243 (A* D, 
1320) has two illegible names ending in deva. ^ 
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(293) GADIA JUNGLE SLAB. 

(In situ,) 

This is a much damaged slab, lying in a jungle - near 
Gadia. The record on it is in Telugu characters. The 
name of the king reads as RajabhQshana SomeSvaradeva. 


(294) TIRATHGADH INSCRIPTIONS, 

*»- (In situ) 

Tfrathgadh is 20 miles from Jagdalpur, There are two 
statues here, under both of which the name of Himmat- 
simha Dfwan is inscribed. 


( 295 ) NARAYANPAL FIELD INSCRIPTION. 

( Deposited at Jagdalpur .) 

This inscription was found in a field in NarayanpSl 
and is fragmentary. It states that the land belongs to the 
temple. of RudreSvaradeva (Siva), and whoever appro- 
priates it shall go to hell. 


(296) KURUSPAL MINOR INSCRIPTIONS. 

* (In situ) 

There are two small inscriptions which are fragment- 
ary. One gives the name of a Nayaka, and another the 
imprecatory portion of a lost record. 


(297) CHAPKA SATI INSCRIPTIONS* 

Chapka, a village 35 miles from Jagadalpur, contains 
six Sati records of no importance. 

(Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, page 166.) 


(298) BARSUR FIELD INSCRIPTION. 

(In situ) 

The inscription has only two lines in Telugu character^ 
$ud is illegible. 



KANKER STATE. 

A.— IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(2 99 ) KANKER STONE INSCRIPTION OF BHANUDEVA. 

(In situ.) 

Ranker is 80 miles from Raipur. The inscription is 
an eulogy of one Nayaka Vasudeva, the minister of king 
Bhanudeva of Kakaira (Ranker). It records the con- 
struction of three temples, a building (purtobhadra) wjth a 
gateway ( pratolt ) and two tanks. It is dated in the (Saka) 
year 1242, bearing the name Raudra on the 5th of the 
dark half of Jyesbtha, corresponding to Tuesday, the 27th 
May, or Wednesday, the 28th May, A, D. 1320. The record 
gives the genealogy of the minister for four generations, and 
that of his sovereign for seven generations, the latter being 
as follows : — Simbaraja, Vyaghra, Vopadeva, Krishna, 
JaitarSja, Somachandra and Bhanudeva. They are stated 
to have belonged to the Lunar dynasty, the same to which 
the present Chief of Ranker belongs. 

(Epigraphia India, Volume IX, page 123 i Asiatic 
Researches , Volume XV, page 505 ; and Cunningham’s 
Archoeologieal Reports , Volume VII, page 147.) 


(300) KANKER PLATES OF PAMPARAJA OF 
(KALACHURI) SAMVAT 965. 

(In the possession of the Mahavdjadhiraja of Ranker.) 

The record refers to the Mahamandallka Pamparsjaof 
the Lunar lineage. It is a State document conferring a 
village Jaipara Vanikotta on the village priest, together 
with another village named Chikhall. It was issued from the 
Kakaira (Ranker) residence, and the transaction was execut- 
ed in the presence of his queen Lakshmldevi and prince 
Vopadeva, and is dated on Monday, the 10th of the dark 
half of Bhadrapada in the mriga lunar mansion in 
the (Kalachuri) fSamvat 965. which regularly corresponds 
to Monday, the 12th Angust 1213. The village Jaipara 
is the modern Jepra, 15 m ^ eS north of^ Ranker, and 
Chikhall is about 21 miles in the same direction. 

(Epigraphia Indica , Volume IX, pages 166 ff.) 
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(301) RANKER PLATES OF PAMPARAJA OF 
(KALACHURI) SAMVAT 966. 

(In the possession of the Ruling Chief of Ranker.) 

This inscription refers to the same king Pampar&ja 
of the lunar race as No, 300, but it gives the names of his 
two predecessors, Somarajadeva and Vopadeva* It was 
issued from his residence at Pad!, and records the grant of 
the village Kogara to the village priest Lakshmldhara-Sar- 
riian, the author of Uddyota } to whom the village Andali 
had been previously granted by Vopadeva. The grant 
was made on the occasion of a solar eclipse in the 
(Kalachuri) Sainvat 966, named l£vara, in the month of 
Kartika on Sunday, when the moon was in the Chitra 
aakshattra . This regularly corresponds to Sunday, the 5th 
October A. D. 1214. 

Of the localities mentioned, Kogara is what is now 
known as Deo Kohgera, 8 miles south-east of Ranker, and 
Andali is apparently the present Andni or Anjni, 10 miles 
east of Ranker, Pad! remains unidentified as yet. 

( Epigraphia Indica, Volume IX, pages 166 ff.) 


B.— UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS, 

(302) KANKER ROCK INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ) 

The inscription refers to the reign of the Ranker Chief 
Chandrasenadeva and mentions a village Joglkasa which 
Was granted for some purpose which is not clear. 
Apparently it was given to meet the expenses for 
betel-leaves, etc. There is no village as Joglkasa in the 
Ranker State. 
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K HAIR AGARS STATE. 

(303) DEWARGAON MAGARDHAJA RECORD. 

This State possesses very few inscriptions. There 
used to be an old record on the top of the Dohgargadh 
hill, but it is now untraceable. A Persian inscription 
said to have been sent to the Nagpur Museum is also 
missing. At Dewargaon there is a big Itngam of black 
stone on which the name of Magaradbaja Jogt is 
inscribed. 



KAWARDHA STATE. 

A; — IMPORTANT INSCRIPTIONS. 

(304) BORAMDEO TEMPLE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ*) 

Near the village Chhapri, 11 miles east of Kawardha, 
there is an old temple of Vishnu, popularly known as 
Boramdeo, on account of Gonds having utilized it as a 
shrine of their god when they were ascendant. The 
oldest inscription here is on the pedestal of a large figure 
of a bearded man sitting with joiued hands, whom General 
Cunningham considered to be the Raja's religious adviser. 
There are four records on it. The first gives a number of 
names apparently of the temple builder's religious advisers. 
In the second inscription the names of his wife, sons and 
daughters are given. In the third the date is given as 840, 
during the reign of Gopaladeva, and the fourth gives the 
names of masons. 

The year apparently belongs to the Kalachuri era, and 
is thus equivalent to 1088 A.D. Gopaladeva was evidently 
a local chief under the sovereignty of the Ratanpur kings. 
He may be identical with Gopaladeva of the Pujarfpali 
inscription. The principal image of the temple is that of 
Lakshml Nirayana, on the pedestal of which the name of 
that ubiquitous Jog! Magaradhvaja with the figure 700 is 
inscribed, On the wall of the temple there is a modern 
inscription of the Samvat year 1608 (A. D, 1551), which 
was originally read as 160, equivalent to A.D. 103. and 
was quoted as a proof of the antiquity of Gond rule in 
Chhattisgarh. 

(Cunningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume 

XVIII, page 42.} 


(305) MANDAVA MAHAL INSCRIPTION AT CHAURA* 
{In situ. s 

Chaura is a village about 11 miles from Kawardha, 
In a temple known as Mandava Mahal there is a long 
inscription on a slab containing 37 lines, which records the 
construction of a Siva temple by king Ramachandra, born 
of the Phani or NagavaMa, and married to Ambikadevi of 
the Haihaya lineage. It gives the legend of the origin of 
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the Nagavarhsa, stating that a serpent got enamoured 
of Mithila, the beautiful daughter of the sage Jatukarna. 
He therefore assumed human form and had intercourse 
with her. Their issue was Ahiraje, who having conquered 
the neighbouring chiefs, set himself up as a king. The 
kings who followed him are shown in the genealogical 
table given below : — 


I* — Ahiraja 

2.~ Rajalla 

{ 

3. — Dharoidhara 

4. — Mahimadeva 

5. — Sarvavandana (Sakts chandra?) 

6, — Gopaladeva 

I 

7, — Naiad eva 

I 

8. — Bhuvanapala 

^ I | 

9,— Kirtipala 10.- Jayatrapala 

I 

11. — Mahipala 

1 2. — V ishamapala 

13.— Ja(nhu) 

l4 — Janapalaor Vijanapala (or Juvapala ?J 
15. — Yasoraja 

16. — Kanhadadeva P (Va]labhadeva P) 

37. — (La)kshmavarma 


j 8. — Khadgadeva 
1 9, — Bhuvanaikaraalla 

I 

20. — Arjuna 

I 

21. — Bhima 

1 

32. — Uhoja 


I 

Chandana 
Vi jiana 

.1 

Malugideva 
23.— Lakshmana 

i 

*4. — Ramachandra 

I 




Harjpala 
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It would appear that the succession deflected twice from 
the direct line* For nine generations up to Kirtipala 
it went in a direct line. The 10th king Jayatrapala was 
a brother of Kirtipala, who apparently had no son ta 
succeed him. Twelve'descendants of Jayatrapala succeeded 
one after the other, the last king Bhoja being succeeded 
by Lakshmana, a great-grandson of his great-greafcgraudh 
uncle. Lakshmana’s son was Ramachandra, the 20th 
descendant from the original ancestor Ahiraja. 

The inscription is dated in Vikrama Saka 1406, bear- 
ing the name Jaya, which makes it clear that the year 
intended was that of the Vikrama era, as the cyclic year 
Jaya was current in Vikrama Samvat 1406 (a.d. 1349). 

This record shows that Kawardhl and the neighbouring 
country were under the sway of the Nagavarhs! kings for 
a period of about 500 years, commencing from the begin- 
ning of the 9th Century A.D., a little before the advent 
of the Kalachuris or Haihayas to Chbattisgarb, Appar- 
ently the Nagavamsfs became the feudatories of the 
Kalachuris and continued to rule under their protection 
for a long time. Amongst the kings of this dynasty we 
find two names Gopaladeva (6) and Yasoraja (15) with 
which we are familiar from other inscriptions *ound in 
this locality* Gopaladeva’s name occurs in the Boramdeo 
temple, about a mile away from our inscription slab. It is 
dated in the Kalachuri year 840, or A. D. 1088, while at 
Sahaspur, only 21 miles away from Chauri, there is a record 
of Yasoraja, dated in the Kalachuri year 934, or A. D. 1182. 
These kings must evidently belong to the dynasty which 
our record describes. Between Gopaladeva and Yasoraja 
there was an interval of only 94 years according to the 
dates of their inscriptions, but our record gives eight inter- 
vening generations, giving an average of less than 12 years 
to a generation. This throws a doubt on the accuracy 
of the genealogy, to swell which it is possible a number 
of fictitious names may have been inserted. 

The geographical names mentioned in the record are 
ChavarSpura, the Samkarl river, Rajapura and Kumbhlpuri, 
Chavarapura, to the east of which the temple was built, is 
undoubtedly the village Chaura, within whose limits the 
temple still lies, and Sarhkat! is the Sankarl river which is 
about a quarter of a mile away, Rajapura was a village 
granted for the supply of offerings to the god, and may be 
identified with a village of the same name three miles from 
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Cbaura. Kumbhfpurl is not traceable. It was given at 
the same time as an agrahara to a BrAhmana named MaheSa, 
The record which is in verse, was composed by a Dakshini 
BrAhmana Vitthala, which seems to account for the curious 
way in which he has indicated the era, calling it Vikrama 
Saka ; the last word £aka used in this phrase is merely an 
equivalent of a year. 


(306) KANKALI INSCRIPTIONS, 

( Two in situ and four in Kawardha .) 

There is a temple of Kankall in a fort 20 miles north 
of Kawardha, the nearest village being Boria, three miles 
to the south-east. The inscribed sculptures of this place 
have been removed to Kawardha, so that there remain 
only two records in situ , the name of Magaradhvaja 
Jogi with his invariable figure 700 and that of Devadssa 
who appears to have been another pilgrim like 
Magaradhvaja. 

Of the four inscriptions removed to Kawardha, two 
were Sati pillars which now support the maniapa of 
Rama's temple there, while the other two, recorded on the 
pedestals of statues, are kept in the Burhl Mahadeva 
temple near the new court-house. One of them is undated 
and gives no information beyond the name of JasarAja. 
The other one is dated in what appears to be Samvat 945 
or 915, and is engraved on the pedestal of a royal bearded 
figure who is seated with hands joined in devotional 
posture. It records the construction of a temple {prasdda) 
for the salvation of her father by one Vivo, daughter of 
Vanchha, the mother of the wise Panda, son of Tbakur 
Mandu, the Prime Minister ( mahamdtyri ) of the MahAra- 
naka Jasarajadeva. It appears that Mandfl and his wife 
had died and their daughter built a temple in the name of her 
parents. The sculpture has three figures, two of a couple 
with haloes behind them, and the third of a female without 
any such insignia. Apparently, the couple represents the 
parents and the simple female figure their devoted 
daughter. 

General Cunningham read the date as 9I0 or mo, 
which the inspection of the inscription does not confirm* 
The figures are badly formed, and they were once read* as 
849 * 1 


x Asiatic Researches, Volume XV, page 506* 
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The chief Jasarajadeva is apparently the same as 
Ya6oraja of the Sahaspur inscription, which is dated in 
Samvat 934, or 1183 a.D m and the present reading of the 
date goes to establish the identification more closely than 
before* Jasaraja is described a Maharanaka or feudatory 
chief, the nucleus of whose dominions was obviously the 
Kawardha State, It seems possible that Ya^oraja or 
JasarSja was a descendant of Gopaladeva of the Boramdeo 
temple inscription. The latter flourished a century earlier 
than the former. 

(Cunningham's Archaeological Reports , Volume XVII, 
pages 44 ff.) 


Br- UNIMPORTANT, INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE 
INSCRIPTIONS, 

(307) KAWARDHA INSCRIPTIONS, 

(/;/ situ.) 

to the temple of Rama, on the Ujiyar Sagar tank, 
there are two inscribed pillars which are much worn. 
They appear to be Sati stones utilized as pillars to support 
the maqiapa of the temple which was built only about a 
century ago from stones and materials brought from Boria 
(or Kankall), One of the inscriptions is dated in Samvat 
1414 on Monday, the 12th of the bright fortnight of 
Margagfrsha, corresponding to Monday, the^th December 
1356 A.D., during the reign of Maharaja Sri Ramadeva, 
and the other in Samvat 1422 on Monday, the 13th of the 
bright half of Jyeshtha, corresponding to Monday, the 13th 
May 1364 A. D. This stone records that the deceased 
Ngyaka Mahadeva had three wives, Metal, Jaukhal and 
Oivamal, of whom only Metal committed Sati, and it was 
in her honour that the pillar was erected, The Hindu 
sentiment would not allow a tomb-stone to be put up in a 
place of worship, but neither the builder of Rama's temple 
nor the citizens of Kawardhaever dreamt that these pillars 
contained records of this nature. 
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(308) SAT I INSCRIPTIONS. 

There are a number of Sati records in Chhaprf and 
Boria. Two of these, belonging to Boria, have been 
utilized as pillars in Rama's temple at Kawardha as noticed 
in No. 307. 1 hey belong to the 14th century A.D. To 

the same period belong the Sati pillars of Chhaprl, one of 
which is dated in Samvat 1430, or A, D. 1373, and another 
in Samvat 1445, or A.D. 1388. 

(Cunningham's Archeological Reports ) Volume XVII, 
page 41.) 



SAKTI STATE. 

(309) GUNJI STONE INSCRIPTION. 

{In situ,) 

Gunjl is 14 miles from Saktl« Near this village is a 
spring known as Damau Dahra, and on a rock there this 
inscription in Pall characters is incised. It consists of two 
parts, the first of which begins with salutation toBhagavat, 
and is dated on the 15th day of the 4th fortnight pi 
Hemanta in the * 5th regnal year of a king named Sri 
Kumara Vlsanta, and contains the words Bhagavato 
\ Usubhatithi, the name of a thera Godachha and the name 
Vaslthiputa. Can this last be the same Vaslthiputa 
mentioned in the Ajanta Cave inscription 1 ? This would 
take back our record to the first half of the and Century 
B* C.j but it is ascribed to the ist Century A.D, by 
Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar. The second part of the inscription 
is dated on the second day of the 6th fornight of Grlshma 
in the 8th year of Kumira Vasanta’s reign. Damau Dahra 
is just a little solitary place like Rupnath, which has an 
ASoka record, and a likely place which a few Buddhist 
monks may have selected for their residence. 

(Cousens* Progress Report } 1904, page 54.) 


X Burgess’ Arch . Survey of Western India > Volume IV, pagei46. 



SARANGARH STATE. 

(310) SARANGADH PLATES OF MAHASUDEVA. 

[In the possession of the Sdrangacih Ruling Chief , ) 

This charter^ as others 1 belonging to Mahasudeva, 
was issued from Sarabhapura, and records the grant of a 
village C.hullandaraka, situated in the bhukti or sub-division 
of Tundaraka, by the royal family, and assented to by 
the king. The inscription is exactly worded like other 
inscriptions of this king (see Nos. 176 and 177), and does 
not give any new information about the dynasty to which 
the king belonged. The capital ^arabhapura, "from which 
the charters were issued, remains still unidentified. 
Dr. Sten Know suggests Sarabhavaram in the Godavari 
district as its modern representative. (See No. 175.) 
Tundaraka is Tundra in the Baloda Bazar tahsil of the 
Raipur district, 35 miles west of Saiangadh, but Chullan- 
darka is not traceable. 

[Epigraphia Indica } Volume IX, page 281 ; and 
Journal Bengal Asiatic Society , Volume XXXV, pages 
195 ff.) 


(3x1) FUJARIPALI STONE INSCRIPTION OF GOPALA- 

DEVA. 

( Deposited in the Raipur Museum ,) 

Pujarlpall is a village 22 miles from Sdrangadh, the 
headquarters of a State of the same name. 

The inscription is written in praise of the Vlruhl 
goddess locally known as Barhadevi ) and almost every 
sloka mentions the name of her devotee Gopgla, who 
apparently built a temple to which the stone was affixed. 
In the 34th sloka the goddess is stated to have given him 
a boon that his prowess would be unparalleled. In slokas 
38 to 40 a number of places are mentioned where the glory 
of Gopala vita was spread like that of the autumnal moon. 
These are Kedara(on the Himalayas), Prayaga (Allahabad), 
Pushkara (in Rajputana,) Purushottama (Jagannath Puri), 


$ Fleet’s Gupta Inscriptims , pages 197 and 193, 
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Bhlmesvara (in the Upper Godavari district), Narmada, 
Gopalapura (apparently the village of that name on the 
bank of the Narmada, near Tewar, close to Jubbulpore), 
Varanasi [Benares), Prabhasa (Pabhosa, near ^Allahabad), 
the junction near Gangasagara (in Bengal), Srivairagya- 
matba, Pedaragrama ,the headquarters of the Pendra 
Zamladari in the Bilaspur district), and 2 or 3 other places 
which are illegible. All these are holy places of great 
celebrity except Gopalapur and Pendra which appear to 
have been mentioned, because Gopala had probably some 
connection with them. Apparently, he was the founder of 
Gopalapura, which was named after him, and Pendra was 
perhaps his birth-place. The inscription is undated, but 
is attributable to the ulh Century AD. on palaeographic 
grounds. A Gopaladeva is mentioned in the Boramdeo 
inscription noticed in Cunningham's Archeological 
Reports , Volume X, pages 35 ff. Both Pendra and 
Pujarlpali are so close to Kawardba State in which 
Boramdeo is included that it is very possible that the two 
Gopalas are identical. Dr, D, R. Bhandarkar holds the 
same view on other grounds. ( Vide Cousens* Progress 
Report for 1904, page 51.) 



Sarguja state. 

(3X2) THE RAMGADH HILL CAVE INSCRIPTIONS. 

(In situ,) 

The Ramgadh hill is about 32 miles from AmbikSpur, 
the capital of Sarguja State. There is a natural tunnel 
here known as Hathphor, near which there are two caves 
known as Slta Bengara and Jog! Madha on the side of 
what is locally known as Kanda Ghudarl hill. In each of 
these caves there is an inscription in Pali characters 
belonging to about the 2nd Century B,C. 

A contribution on these inscriptions by Dr. Bloch to 
a German Journal * excited much interest among the 
orientalists, though, according to Dr. Burgess, the inference 
drawn was somewhat far fetched. He discussed the 
matter fully in the Indian Antiquary , l from which the 
following quotation will show the nature of the controversy 
and enable the reader to form his own opinions : — 

1 Dr. Bloch of the Archaeological Survey had recently 
visited these caves, and in a letter of 30th April 1904, 
published in the Zeitschrift der Deui. Morgenland , Bd. 
LV 1 II, S. 455, he reads the first line of the inscription in 
the larger cave as — Adipayamti^ hadayam sobhdva- 
gavukavayo , and explains it as — Adtpayanti hyidayam 
svabhdvagurukavaya.fi : i( The poets, by nature, worthy 
of honour, fire the heart.” From the inscription begin- 
ning thus, he infers that we may surely expect a 
panegyric on the poetic art, and whm such a hymn is 
met with on the wall of an artificial rock excavation, it 
can there be applicable only because the place served 
for presenting poetical compositions before a larger 
public. And the arrangement of the cave,” he adds, 14 is 
admirably adapted to this purpose. In a semi-circle, 
rising above on one another in terrace form, a row. 
seats are hewn out, which are again divided by radiating 
lines, quite in the style of the Greek theatre. From these 
seats a comfortable view was presented over a natural 
platform laid out below, which afforded room enough to 
erect a small stage. Naturally the amphitheatre is only 
in miniature: it might afford space for thirty spectators; 
but its arrangement on a classical model cannot be 
mistaken. Above the seats is £ rectangular chamber with 


1 Volume XXXI Vj pages 197 ff. 
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broad benches along the walls, where people evidently 
retired when the cold of winter nights made it unplea- 
sant to remain in the open air. At the entrance there 
are still deep holes in the floor into which the posts 
were fitted that supported the curtain by which the cold 
was shut out, and inside there was room enough for 
festive ndch party,” 

4 Now this seems a somewhat extensive deduction 
to draw from the first line of an inscription and the 
ascent to this cave, Mr. Beglar’s plan ^^r^, Sur. 

Ind, Rep. } Vol. XIII, pi. x) and Mr, Bali’s sketch 

of the approach show the vaulted entry, about 14 feet 
deep, opening to ten or twelve yards wide at the 

front, with stairs up the sides and semi-circular steps 
or benches between ; but the rock appears naturally to 
shelve away rather rapidly for placing a stage below ; 
and inside the raum genug fur eine solenne 4 nautch 
party ' is scarcely 5 feet between the wall and a 

bench 2 feet high, and would be cramped for any dance 
movement. We surely require more satisfactory evidence 
before we conclude that this approach was constructed 
as a Greek theatre for dramatic representations even on 
a small scale. Had this been so, we should naturally 
expect that such would be found not only in this solitary 
instance in remote Sarguja, but the other and better 
examples would certainly occur among the hundreds of 
rock excavations still fairly complete in Western India. 
Yet no trace of such has been found elsewhere. 

4 But much of the force of the deduction must depend 
on the accuracy of the reading of the inscription, which in 
May 1904 was read differently by A. M. Boyer 1 as ; — - 

adipayamti hadayam sa [ dhd\ va garaka [m] vayo 

eti tayam .... dule vasamtiyd hi sdvdnubhute 
kudas tatam evam alatnga [ta ] . 

This would give a different sense, but the true 
reading will depend on the impression or photographs 
of the epigraphs. M. Boyer’s transcription of the 
Jog!m§ra inscription runs - 

Sutanukd nama j deva lasikyi ] 
tam kamayitha ba lu na seye 
\Dcvadim nama \ lupadakhe . 


1 your, Asiatique , Xieme Ser. Tom. Ill, pages 478 ff. 
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and makes Davadi[n]na an “artist of statues w and 
u excellent among young people” and aloverof “Sutanuka 
the devadasi”. 

'That some of the early caves may have been used 
for amusements is quite probable. In one of the 
Aurangabad Bauddha caves we have a ndch represented 
in the very shrine (Arch, Sur . West* India , 
Vol. Ill, pi. liv, fig, 5), and it may readily have occurred 
to modern visitors that such caves as Nos. 3 and 15 at 
Nasik, the Uparkot Cave at Junagadb, and others at Kuda 
Mahad, 1 etc., with seats round three sides of them, might 
have been so arranged with a view to theatrical 
respresentations. 2 But these were not in the open air, like 
Greek theatres. 

■ k And here I may incidentally remark that it seems as 
if we sometimes forget that all the numerous Viharas 
(literally, u pleasure-houses” ) may not have been occupied 
by monks. There must have been convents for the nuns, 
possibly some of them rich in wall frescoes, such as we 
see the remains of at Ajanta in which ndchnis and 
Jenasobhtkas are not excluded. Something might 
perhaps be learnt on this matter from the management 
and inmates of the monasteries and convents in Nepal 
and Tibet: Bauddha moral conduct is not necessarily 
of a high order/ 

Since the above was written the controversy has been 
resumed and Mr. K, P. Jayaswal was the first to question 
the accuracy of the decipherment and its meaning. He 
read the record as follows : — 

1. Sutanuka* 

2. Devaddszy ( e ) 

1 Conf. Cave Temple, plates iv, vi, xix, xxvi, etc. ; Arch 
Sur . West, India , Vol, IV, plates vii to x, May there not be 
some significance in the figures attending the dagaba In the Gautami- 
putra Cave (No. Ill) at Nasik being females , as also on the Jaina 
sculpture of a dagaba from Mathura discovered by the late Pandit 
Bhagwanlal Indraji? 

a Since the above was written. Dr, Luders has directed attention 
to a review of Mr. V. A. Smith's Early History of India, by Professor 
Pisehel in the Deutsche Liter at urzeitung {4 Mdrz, 1905,540 f.), where 
after expressing serious doubt as to the alleged Greek influence on the 
Indian drama, he brings to notice a passage in the Bhdratiyandtyasdstra 
(ii. 20 f. and ii 69, Bombay ed„ or ii 17 f. and ii. 84, ed Grasse t), which 
both Bloch and Luders have overlooked — 

. Kdryah sailaguhd aro dvibhumir ndiyamandapak 
with which also the Dasakumdracharita agrees. 
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3. Sutnuka nama devadast . 

4. Tamkamayi tha Balunsueye [tz], 

5. Devadina nama [ lupadakhe ]. 
and translated it as given below, 

“ In favour of Sutanuka, the devadarsint (order) 
‘'Sutnuka, by name, devadarsini of austere life (is) now in 
the service of Varuna v 
tl Devadina (Devadutta) 

by name 

Rupadaksha.” 

Mr. Jayaswal opined that this record was of an earlier 
date than ASoka inscriptions and that it could not be placed 
later than 300 B. C * This threw an altogether unexpected 
light on the subject and led to further examination by 
Dr, A. Bannerji Sastrl, who declared that the inscrip- 
tion was a record of the finding of a canon judge about 
the misconduct of a lay sister, a female servant of a monas- 
tery. Dr, Sastrf read and interpreted the record as 
follows ; — 

x. Sutanikd nama . 

2 . Devadasiy {a). 

3. Sutamka nama devadasiti, 

4. Tamkamayitha Balunaseye x 

5. Devadina nama lufadakhe 

Translation. 

(Form of Judgment.) 

Re.- 2 . about the female servant of a monastery. 

1. Sutanika by name. 

(Text of Judgment.) 

(Name) 3, Sutanika by name. 

(Profession) is a female servant in the monastery. 

(Office) 4. Her, Varnnaseva 

(a worshipper of Varuna) 

caused to fall in love, 

(Trying Judge)5» Devadina by name, Officer in charge 
of the offences against the ‘ Vinaya . 9 

This does not however solve the question finally. In 
the Indian Oriental Conference held at Allahabad in 1926 
Mr. D. N. Sen raised the question whether the record was 
Buddhistic at all He argued that DevadSsis could not be 
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Buddhistic and must needs be Brahmanical. The inner 
chambers and amphitheatre in the adjoining cave postulate 
that Sutanuka was an actress and had her meetings with 
her lover Devadatta, who apparently engraved the record 
himself. Thus the controversy remains open still and 
possibly other interpretations may yet be forthcoming. 

[Statistical Account of Bengal , Vol. XVII, pages 236 ff; 
Cunningham’s Archaeological Reports ft o\. XIII, pages 31 ft; 
Journal \ Bengal Asiatic Society , Vol. XVII, Parti, pages 66 
ff; Ibid ; Vol. XXXIV, Part II pages 23 ff; Indian Antiquary y 
Vol XXXIV, pages 197 ff; Ibid, Vol. XL VIII, 1*19, page 
1 31; Journal , Bihar and Orissa Research Society , Vol. IX, 
pages 273 ff ; Summaries of papers submitted to the 4th. 
Oriental Conference , Allahabad , 1926, pages 70 and 71.) 
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CHANG BHAKHAR STATE. 

(313) HARCHAUKA INSCRIPTIONS. 

{In situ.) 

Harchauka is n miles to the north of Bharatapur, the 
capital of the Changbhakhar State. Here on the bank of 
the Mawai river there are cave temples cut out of the 
rock with a number of gods and goddesses. Some pillars 
of the temple contain pilgrim records, 2 of which were 
carved by Karachulis or Kalachuris, and another by 
a Chauhan, The characters which are nail-headed seem to 
belong to about the I2tfc century A.D., hut they may 
be older. The river Mawai forms the boundary 
between Changbhakhar and Rewah. The latter has 
a colony of Kalachuria Rajptits, the remnants of the 
Kalachuris, who once ruled at Ratnapur and Tripun in the 
Jubbulpore district, 


KOREA STATE. 

(314) CHIRMIDHI INSCRIPTION. 

ChirwidM is a village about 7 miles from Khar 
gawan, tlie headquarters of a ZamindSri in the Korea 
State. Dr. L. L. Fermor of the Geological Survey found 
there an inscription which was much abraded. It recorded 
the construction of a temple of Sayambhft (Svaymbhu = 
Brahma) in MaghaSamvat 1407, Saka 1272, corresponding 
to January 1351 A. D. It eulogises one Govindaehudadeva. 
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NANDGAON, CHHUIKHADAN, RAIGARH, 
UDAIPUR, JASHPUR AND MAKRAI STATES. 

None of the abo^ve*narned States is known to possess 
any inscriptions. In the Raigarh State there are 
prehistoric relics of primitive paintings at Singhanpuri, 
Visvanathapali and Baialdoh. These are locally known as 
inscriptions. They depict men, beasts, reptiles, etc., in a 
peculiar reddish pigment, which has withstood sun and rain 
for thousands of years. 
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APPENDIX I. 

Inscriptions arranged according to Dynasties in 
chronological order . 


Name of Inscription. 

PART I. — Hindus, etc. 

The Mauryas. 

Rupnath Anoka’s Edict 

The Kushanas 

Dhuadhar Kushana Inscriptions 

The Early Guptas, 

Eran Stone Inscription of Samudragupta 

Eran Stone Pillar Inscription of Budhagupta 

Eran Posthumous Stone Pillar Inscription of Goparaja 

The Huuas. 

Eran Stone Pillar Inscription of Tojfatrfana 

The Parivf ajakai. 

BetuI Plates of Samkshobha 

The Rajarshitulyakulas; 

Arang Plate of Bhlmasena 

The Uchchakalpa Maharajas 

KaritalSI Plates of the Maharaja Jayanatha 

The Maukharis; 

Asirgadh Seal of Sarvavarman 

The Somavamsis of Mahakouafa, 
or the Later Guptas. 

Kharod Damaged Stone Inscription ... 

Bhandak Buddhist Inscription 
Rajim Plates of Tlvaradeva 
Baloda Plates of Tlvaradeva 

Sirpur, * GandheSvara Temple* Inscriptions of 
Sivaghpta. 

Sirpur t Lpkshmana Temple * Stone Inscription 
. Arang ( Stone Inscriptions ... ... 

Sirpur Silrang mound Stone Inscription 
Sirpur ‘River gateway Inscription 


141 

77 

208 

125 

14 

*3 

17a 

97 

171 

96 

*73 

97 

*74 

99 

183 

110 

186 

in 

1S7 

in 
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Name of Inscription. 

No. 

Page. 

The Sarabhapura Kings. 



Aran g Plates of Maha Jayaraja 

175 

105 

Khariar Plates of Maha Sudeva 

177 

106 

Arahg Plate of Maha Sudeva 

177 ( fl ) 

| I06 (a) 

Sirpnr Plates of Maha Sudeva 

177 (b) 

Raipur Plates of Maha Sudeva 

176 

1 06 

Sarangadh Plates of Maha Sudeva 

310 

l8l 

The Vakatakas of Pravarapura. 



Poona Plates of Prabhavatl Gupta ... 

4 

3 

Riddhapur Plates of Prabhavatt Gupta . 

341 

X39 

Ramtek Copper-plate 

5 

4 

SnvanI (Seoni) Plates of the Maharaja Pravarasena 11... 

126 

69 

Dudia Plates of Pravarasena IJ 

168 

93 

Chammak Plates of Maharaja Pravarasena II 

242 

139 

Balaghat Plates of Prithvishena II 

26 

18 

The Kalachuris of Tripuri. 



Karitalai Stone Inscription of the reign of Chedi King 

40 

29 

Lakshmanaraja, 



Bilahri Stone Inscription of the rulers of Chedi 

33 

23 

Bargaon Kalachuri Inscriptions 

62 

4a 

Benares Copper-plate Inscription of Karnadeva 


30 

Simra Pavilion Inscription 

64 

43 

Jabalpur Copper-plate of Yasahkarnadeva 

34 

25* 

Tewar Stone Inscription of Gayakarnadeva 

3 8 

28 

Bahuriband Jain Statue Inscription 

47 

3 8 

Bheraghat Stone Inscription of the Queen Alhanadevi 

; 35 

25 

Jabalpur Stone Prasasti of Jayasimhadeva 

61 

4a 

Tewar Stone Inscription of the reign of Jayasimhadeva 

43 

33 

Karanbel Stone Inscription of Jayasimhadeva 

3 6 

26 

Jabalpur KotwaK plates of Jayasimhadeva 

37 

28 

Karitalai Devi madhia Inscription 

75 

4* 

GopSlpur Stone Inscription of Vijayasim’nadeva 

39 

29 

Kumbhi Copper-plates of Vijayasimhadeva 

42 

3a 

Bheraghat Chaunsath JoginI Temple Inscriptions 

44 

33 

Saugor Artillery Mess Garden Inscription 

84 

49 

Chhoti Deori Stone Inscription 

46 

3 8 

Fragmentary Bilahri Stone Inscription 

57 

4i 

The Haihayas of Mahakosala. 

Ratanpur Branch • 


„< 

Amoda Plates of Prithvideva I 

199 

118 

Akaltara Stone Inscription ... ... 

202 

121 

Amoda Plates of Ppthvideva II ... 

200 

120 

Ratanpur Stone inscription of Jajalladeva I 

196 

116 

Pali Temple Inscriptions 

207 

124 

Spurious Ghotia Plates of Prithvideva II ... 

195 

U 4 
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Name of Inscription. 


The Haihayas of Mahakosalfc— concld, 

Ratanpur Branch— concld. 

Kugda Fragmentary Inscription 

Rajim Stone Inscription of Jagapaladeva 

Seorlnarayan Statue Inscription 

Ratanpur Fragmentary Inscription of Prithvideva II 

Mahamadpur Stone Inscription 

Seorlnarayan Stone Inscription of the time of Jajalla- 
deva II. 

Amoda Plates of Jajalla ’eva II 
Malhar Stone Inscription of Jajaliadeva II 
Kbarod Stone Inscription of Ratnadeva III 
Ratnapur Stone Inscription of Prithvideva III 
Kotharl Fragmentary Inscription 

Ratanpur ‘ Mahamaya Temple ' Inscriptions of Vaha- 
rendra. 

Kosgain Stone Inscription of Vaharendra 
Akaltara Fragmentary Inscription ... ... 

Ratanpur Badal Mahal Inscription of the rulers of 
Talhari M&ndala, 

Seorinarayan Copper-plates of Ratnadeva II 
Sarkhon Copper-plates of Ratnadeva II 
Mailar stone inscription 
Spurious Lapha plate of Prithvideva 

Raipur Branch . 

Rayapura Stone Inscription of Brahmadeva 
Khaiarl Stone Inscription of the reign of Haribrahma- 
deva. 

Arahg Plate of the Baihaya King Amarasimhadeva 


The Chandelas of Jajhanti. 

Is varmau 'Hindoria Inscription **• 

The Rashtrakutas of Manpur. 

Undikavatika grant of Abhimanyu ... 

The Rashtrakutas of Malkhed. 

Bhandak Plate3 of Knshnaraja I ... 

Tiwarkhed Plates of NannarSja ' ... 
Multai Plates of Nannaraja 
Deoil Plates of Krishna III 
JSnikanthi Sfcoffe Inscription 


Local Rashtrakutas. 


Piparia Memorial Pillars 




Name of Inscription. 


The Pariharas. 

Bartaraand Patan Sati records 
Singorgaddi Inscriptions 
Isv&ramau Inscription 
Bamhni Sati Inscription 
Salaiya $ati Inscription 
^un river slab 


The Western Chalukyas of KaJy^n. 

Sitabaldi Stone Inscription of the timq pf VikramA- 
ditya VI. I 

The S^HwswJf.' 

Eagholt Plates of Jayavardhana 


The N^gavarasis of Chakrakotya. 

Errakot Telugu Inscription 

Barsur Tplugu Inscription of the time of ]agdeka~ 
bhushana. 

Potinar Telugu Inscription of the time of ’agdeka- 
bhnshana. 

Bhairamgadh Incomplete Telugu Inscription 
Dantewada Telugp Inscription of tji$ Saka year 98.4 .. 
Dantewara JVl asakdevi’s I\otihpatio n 
Gadia Jungle Slab 

t ajapura Plates of 

uruspal Tank Stab of Dharana Mahadevi 
Kuruspal Inscription of Somesvaradeva of Saka 
year 1019. 

Kuruspal Fragmentary Stone Inscription 
Gadia Telugu Inscription of Someiyaradeva 
Barsur Stone Inscription of GahgamahadevI, Queen of 
Somesvaradeva. 

Narayanpa! Inscription of Gunda Mahadevi 
Kuruspal Stone Inscription of Somesvaradeva 
Jatanpal Stone Inscription of Saka year ii^o 
Dantew5da Pillar Inscription 
Barsur Nagari Inscriptions 

Temara Sati Stone Inscription of Saka year *2,46 
Sunarpal Stone Inscription of Jayasithhade^a 

The Nagavarasis of Kawardha. 

Sahaspur Statue Inscription 

Pujaripali Stone Inscription of Gopaiadeva 

Boramdeo Temple Inscriptions 

Kawardha Inscriptions 

Madava Mahal Inscription at Ch^ura ... 

Kar.kali Inscriptions 


285 

166 

269 

*53 

270 

i 59 

289 

169 

283 

>65 

284 

)66 

293 

170 

278 

16$ 

275 

62 

374 

162 

276 

163 

277 

163 

271 

*59 

272 

160 

373 

i6r 

280 

164 

279 

164 

292 

169 

282 

165 

281 

l 6 $ 

234 

M? 

3 11 

181 

3<H 

m 

307 

178 

305 

174 

306 

>77 


Name tf Inscription, 


The Paramaras of Malaga. 

Mandha^a Copper-plates of Jayasimhaoi Phara ' ... 
Nagpur (Stone Inscription of the tulers of Maiava 
Harasudp Stone Inscription of Uevapaladeva of Dhara . 
Mfandha^l Plates of Devapala 
Rahatgadh Stone Inscription of Jayasinhh&deVa 
1U and hata Plates , of Jayavarman 11 

The Somavamsis of Kakaira (Ranker). 

Gurur P,illar Inscription 

6eokut Stone Inscription 

Srhawa gfcone Inscription of Karnaraja 

Ranker jPIates of Pamparaja of (Ralachuri) Sam vat (,65 

Ranker Plate3 of Pamparaja f (Kalachuri) Sam vat 9 66 

Ranker Stone Inscription of Bhanudeva 

Ranker Rock Inscription 

The Kakatiyas of Bastar, 

DautewadSi Kakatlya Inscription 
Dohgar inscription of Daryaodeva 
Dohgar Inscription of Bhairamadeva ... 

The Yadayas of Deogiri. 

R.amtek Lakshmana Temple Inscripiion ,, 

BarsI Tlkfi Sanskrit Inscription i«t I 

Amarapur Stone Inscription of Simghanadeva 
L&nji S^one Inscription 

The Mapjari Copper-plate document of the time of 
Telpgideva. 

Nandgapn Rh indesvara Inscription 

The (Jonds of Garha Mandala. 

P&unar Stone Inscription 
Ajaoda Sati Inscriptions 
Jamnagar Palace Inscription 
Mandla Fragmentary Inscription ... 

Mandla Sati Storje 
Tharrak 5 a Sati Inscriptions 
Banur Qopper-plates 

The ^undelas of Orchha, Panna and Chanderi. 

Rnndalaptir Temple Inscription .. 

S^ugor Bundeli Inscription 
Jatasahkara Hindi Inscription 

Sangraojapur Baqli inscription ... *.« 

Th$ Bhonslas of Nagpu r. 

iuiiciiptions of R^ghuji and Mudhoji in Dulah Rahman 
Shah^ shrine at Ellichpur. 

Rarnarjun! Temple InscngtlQP Ratanpur 


*37 

I 

74 

1 

140 

77 

m 3 

75 

s 5 

40 

139 

76 

2 35 

*37 

1 1 


183 

1 10 

300 

171 

301 

172 

299 

*71 

302 

172 

»86 

167 

287 

168 

2£8 

169 

3 ! 

3 

a$i 1 

148 

250 ! 

*53 

28 I 

20 

29 

j 20 

243 

140 

i 

1 

10 

s 

1 

t 10 

78 

| 46 

123 

1 65 

124 

68 

135 

68 

1 X2 

1 61 

166 

j 9 1 

j 

MI 

60 

.87 

50 

r 16 

62 

122 

$3 

246 

142 

215 

13° 
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Name of Inscription. 

No. 

Page. 

PART II. — Musalmans. 



Delhi Khilji Dytoasty. 



SalaiyaSati Inscription 

101 

' 57 

Delhi Tughlaq Dynasty. 



Batihagadh Persian Inscription 

106 

59 

Batihagadh Stone Inscription of the Vikrama year 1385. 


38 

Batihagadh Mutilated Stone Inscription 

104 

58 

Batihagadh Garden Inscription 

105 

59 

Maihar Sati Inscription ... 

95 

53 

Rond Sati Inscription .. 

107 

59 

■ The Faruqis of Burhanpur. 



Khandwa Gun Inscriptions 

iS5 

85 

Asirgadh Jam! Masjid Inscriptions of Adi! Shah II 

143 

79 

Burhanpur Jami Masjid Inscription in Arabic 

148 

83 

BurhSnpur Sanskrit Inscription of Add Shah 

147 

81 

Burhanpur Add Shah Tomb Inscriptions 

*5° 

b 3 

Asirgadh Idgah Inscriptions 

158 

86 

The Khiljis of Malava. 



Batihagadh Inscription of Mahmud Shah Khilji I ... 

1 09 

• 6q 

Damoh Persian Inscription 

108 

59 

Damoh Hindi Inscription < f Mahmud Shah II 

iio 

60 

Karonda Temple Inscriptions 

88 

-.5* 

Chopada Patl Inscriptions M , 

102 

57 

Sati Inscriptions ... 

ir 3 

61 

The Iraad Shahls of Berar. 



Gawilgadh Persian Inscriptions 

244 

. 140 

Gawilgadh Kangura Inscription 

245 

141 

Mehkar inscription 

263 

15 5 

The Bahmattis of Gulburga. 



Narnala Fort Inscriptions 

250 

1 47 

The Mughals. 



Burhanpur Jam! Masjid Inscription of Akbar 

U9 

83 

Asirgadh Fort Mughal Inscription 

142 

78 

Burhanpur Adi! Shah Tomb Inscriptions 

150 

8.3 

F&tur Inscriptions ... 

2c2 

i4g 

Ashti Niyazi Tomb Inscriptions 

12, 13 

11 

Burhanpur Akbari Sarai Inscription ... 

I 56 

85 

Panchgawhan Inscriptions 

236 

151 

Mangriil Inscriptions 

2 57 

i5 2 

Sati Inscriptions 

95 

53 
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Name of Inscription. 


No. 


Page. 


The Mughals ~concld t 


Asirgadh Fort Inscription of the Raja of Mandhata ... 
Asirgadh Gun Inscriptions 
Akot Inscriptions 

Charwa Mahalpura Inscription -of the time of Aurang- 
zeb. 

Dhamoni Persian Inscription 
Amner Tomb Inscription 
Ellichpur Inscriptions ... 

Inscriptions at Akola ... **v 

Khimlasa Persian and Arabic Inscriptions 
Kanjla Inscriptions 

Sati Inscriptions ... ... 

Amner Persian Inscription ... •*« 


MS 

146 

258 

*3* 

90 

247 
246 
249 

89 

9 3 

248 


80 

80 

*52 

7* 

5* 

*45 

143 

146 

51 

52 
61 
*45 


PART III.— Miscellaneous. 


Miscellaneous Dynasties. 

Thanegaon Temple Inscription 
Tewar Fragmentary Inscription 
Khalari Stone Inscription 
Khajuri Memorial Inscription <•« 

Chandanakhera Inscription ... 

SunahrS Statue Inscription 
Bijayaraghogadh Pillar Inscription ... 

Rajim Rajivalochana Temple Inscription 
Kalamb Guide Pillar ... 

Rohankhed Inscriptions 

Shakar Khelda Inscription ^ ... 

Drug Stone Inscription of Sivadeva 

Karitalai Inscription of the reign of VIraramadeva 

GunjI Stone Inscription of Kumara Vasartta 

Ramgadh Hill Cave Inscriptions 

Nanhwara Slab 

SomSripet Inscription ... 

Kherla Fort Inscription 

Kirari Wooden Pillar Inscription 

Harchauka Inscription ^ # ;•* 

Damoh Stone Inscription of Vijayasimha 
Chirmidh! Inscription of Govindachudadeva 


! I 

Io 

53 

40 

68 

44 

58 

4* 

67 

44 

59 

41 

72 

45 

188 

i 12 

268 

*57 

26 1 

*54 

262 

*54 

232 

136 

48 

39 

3°9 

180 

312 

183 

66 

43 

164 

90 

163 

90 

214 

129 

3*3 

188 

68 

44 

3M 

189 
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APPENDIX II. 


DYNASTIC LISTS. 


MB*— Dates in italics are taken from sources other than inscriptions. 


PART I.— Hindus, etc. 

The Maury as. 

B, C, 

322 (1) Chandra Gupta. 

29$ (2) Bindusara, son of 1. 

27 2 (3) A6oka, son of 2. 

232 (4) DaSaratha, grandson of 3. 

224 (5) Sangata. 

216 (6) Saliiuka. 

206 (7) Somasarman. 

r 99 (8) Satadhanvan. 

1 9 I (9) Brihadratha. 

The Early Guptas. 

A. D. 

290 (1) Gupta or Srlgupta, 

303 (2) Ghatotkacha, son of !. 

320 (3) Chandra Gupta I, son of 2. 

350 (4) Samudra Gupta, son of 3. 

401 (5) Chandra Gupta II, son of 4, 

415 (6) Kumara Gupta I, son of 5. 

455 (7) Skanda Gupta, son of 6. 

480 (8) Pura Gupta, son of 6. 

483 (9) Narasimha Gupta, Baladitya, son of 8. 

330 (10) KuroSra Gupta II, son of 9. 

484 Budhagupta reigning in Eastern Malava. 

510 Bhanugupta, his son and successor possibly 

allied to the above dynasty. 

The\Hunas , 

490 (1) Toramana. 

510 (2) Jdihirkuia, son of 1. 

The Farivrdjakas . 

(1) fitevadhya. 

(a) Prabhaftjana, son of 1. 

(3) Damodara, son of 2. 

475 (4) HEastin, son of 3. 

518 (5) Satfakshobha, son of : 



XKjq. 

The Rdjarshttulyakulas 

A .D. 

(1) Stira, 

(2) Dayita I, son of t. 

(3) Vibhlshana, son of 2. 

(4) Bhlmasena I, son of 3* 

(5) Dayita II, son of 4. 

6oi (6) Bhlmasena II, son of 5. 

The Uchekakalpa Maharajas* 

(1) Oghadeva, married KumaradevL 

(2) Kumaradeva, son of 1, married Jayasvamini, 

(3) Jayasvamin, son of 2, married Ramadevl. 

(4) Vyaghra I, son of 3, married Ajjhitadevi , 

42 2 (5) Jayanatha, son of 4. 

441 (6) Sarvanatha, son of 5. 

480 (?) (7) Vyaghradeva II. 

The Maukharis . 

(1) Harivarman. 

(2) Adityavarman, son of 1. 

(3) I^varavarman, son of 2. 

55 ° (4) Uanavarman, son of 3. 

(5) Sarvavarman, son of 4. 

(6) Susthitavarman. 

(7) Avantivarman, 

600 (8) Grahavarman, son of 7* 

(9) Bhogavarman. 

(10) Ya^ovarman. 

The Somavamsjs of Mahakosxla 
or the Later Guptas . 

(1) Udayana. 

(2) Indrabala, son of 1. 

(3) Nannadeva or Nannesvara, son of 2. 

(4) Mabasiva Tivaradeva, son of 3. 

(5) Harshagupta, son of Chandragupta and nephew 

of 4. 

800 (?) (6) Maha£ivagupta, Balarjuna, son of 5. 

(7) Mahabhavagupta (?), son of 6. 

(8) Mahasivagupta or Siyagupta, son of 7. 

(9) Mahabhavagupta, Janamejaya, son of 8, 

(10) MahaSivagupta, Yavati, son of 9. 

(11) Mahabhavagupta, Bhlmaratha, son of 10. • 

The Sayahhapura Kings . 

800 (?) (1) Prasannamatra. 

(2) Mahajayaraja, son of 1. 

(3) Manamstra, son o£ x. 

(4) Mahasudevaraja, son of 3. 

NoTE^Some scholars would place these kings about 500 A, D. 



205 

The Vakatakas of Vravarapurd'. 

A. D. 

(i) Vindhya6akti. 

(2} Pravarasena I. 

(3) Rudrasena I, son of Gautamiputra, son of 2, 

(4) Prithvishena I, son of 3. 

(5) Rudrasena II, son of 4. 

500 (?) (6) Pravarasena II, son of 5. 

(7) Unnamed, son of 6. 

(j-a) Narendrasena, son of 6, 

(8) Devasena, son of 7. 

(8-^) Prithvishena II, son of j-a, 

(9) Harishena, son of 8. 

The Kalaehuris of Tripuri ( Chedi ). 

(i x . Kakavarna. 

(2) Sarikaragana. 

5$o (3) Budhataja, son of 2, 

875 *'(4) Kokalla I. 

(5) Mugdhatunga Prasiddhadhavala, son of 4I 

(6) Balaharsha, son of 5. 

925 (7) Keyuravarsha Yuvarajadeva, son of" 5. 

950 (8) Lakshmanaraja, son of 7. 

91° (9) Sankaragana, son of 8. 

975 ( I0 ) Yuvarajadeva II, son of 8. 

1000 (n) Kokalladeva II, son of 10. 

1038 (12) Gahgeyadeva Vikramadityaj son of 11. 

1042 (13) Karnadeva, son of 12. 

1073 (14) Yagahkarnadeva, son of 13. 

1151 (15) Gayakarnadeva, son of 14. 

11 55 (16) Narasimhadeva, son of 15. 

11 77 (17) Jayasimhadeva, son of 15. 

u 80 (18) Vijayasimhadeva, son of 17. 

The Haihayas ( Kalaehuris) of Mahakosala . 

(A) The Ratnapura Branch , 

<ss>,< k 

(1) Kalingaraja, a decendant of a younger son of 
Kokalla of Tripuri. 

{2) Kamalaraja, son of 1. 

(3) Ratnaraja, or Ratnadeva I, son of 2. 

(4) Prithvldeva I, son of 3. 
i*a 4 (5) Jajalladeva I, son of 4. 

(6) Ratnadeva II, son of 5* 

1145 (7) Prithvldeva II, spp of 0 , 

1x68 (8) Jajalladeva II, son of 7* 
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A .£>. 

1 1 81 (9) Ratnadeva III, son of 8, 

iigo(?)(io) Prithvideva III, son of 9. 
/20o(?)(n) Bhanusimha. 

1221 (12) Narsirnhadeva. 

12 $ i (13) Bhusimhadeva. 

1276 (14) Pratapasimhadeva. 

1319 (15) Jayasimhadeva. 

1347 (16] Dharmasimhadeva. 

1369 (*7) Jagannathasiihfaadeva. 

1407 (18) Virasimbadeva. 

1426 (19) Kamaladeva. 

1426 (20) Sankara Sahai. 

1454 ( 2T ) Mohana S&hai. 

1472 (22) Dadu Sahai. 

1497 ( 2 3 ) Purushottama Sahai. 

1319 (24) Bahara Sahai or Vaharendra. 

1546 ( 2 5 ) Kalyana Sahai. 

1383 (26) Lakshmana Sahai. 

139J (27) Sankara Sahai. 

1606 (28) Kumuda or Mukunda Sahai 
i6i , j (29) Tribhuvana Sahai. 

1632 (30) Jagamohana Sahai. 

164$ (31) Aditi Sahai. 

/ 639 (32) Ranajitagahai. 

*685 (33) Takhtasimha. 

*$99 ( 34 ) Rayasirftha. 

172 0 (35) Sardarasirhha, 

1732 (36) Raghunathasimha. 

(B) The Raipur Branch 

(1) Lakshmideva. 

(2) Sirfthana, son of I. 

(3) Ramachandra, son of 2. 

1402 (4) Brahmadeva, son of 3, 

1420 (5) Ke£avadeva. 

1438 (6) Bhuvanesvaradeva, 

1463 (7) Manasiihhadeva. 

1478 (8) Santoshasimhadeva. 

1498 (9) Suratasirhhadeva. 

x$i8 (10) Son.... 

1328 (11) ChamundSsimhadeva. 

1363 (12) Bansisirhhadeva. 

1382 (13) Dhatiasirhhadeva. 

1603 (14) Jaitasirhhadeva. 

16x3 (15) Phalesimhadeva. 

1633 (16) Yadavadeva. 

1630 (17) Somadattadeva. 

1663 (18) Baladevasimhadeva. 

1683 ( z 9) Umedasirnhadeva. 



l 7°5 ( 20 ) Banabfrasimhadeva. 

17 35 (21) Amarasirfthadeva, 

Pr at i haras or Pari haras of Kanauja . 

J56 (i) Nagabhata alias Nagavaloka. 

(2) Kakustha alias Kakkuka, nephew of i # 

(3) Devaraja alias Devasakti, younger brother of 

783 (4) Vatsaraja, son of 3. 

815 (5) Nagabhata II alias Nagavaloka II, son of 4. 

(6) Ramabhadra alias Rama alias Ramadeva, son of 5* 
843 (7) Bhojadeva alias Mihira alias Adivaraha, son of 6. 

893 (8) Mahendrapala alias Mahendrayudha alias 

Mahindapala alias Nirbhayaraja alias Nirbha- 
yanarendra, son of 7. 

914 (9) Mahipala alias Kshitipala, son of 8. 

(10) Bhoja II, son of 8. 

931 (11) Vin&yakapala, son ot 8. 

946 (12) Mahendrapala II, son of 11. 

948 ((3) Devapala, son of 9. 

960 (14) Vijayapala, brother of 13. 

(15) Rajyapala, son of 14. 

1027 (16) Trilochanapala. 

1036 (17) Yasahpala (?) 

The Rashtyakutas of Mdnapura * 

(*) Mananka. 

(2) Devaraja, son of 1. 

(3) Bhavishya, son of 2, 
yoo (?) (4) Abhimanyu, son of 3. 

The Rashtrakictas of Malkhe^, 

(1) Dantivarman. 

(2) Indra, son of 1. 

(3) Govinda I, son of 2. 

(4) Karka I, son of 3. 

(5) Indra II, son of 4. 

754 (6) Dantidurga, son of 5. 

760 (7) Krishna I, son of 4. 

783 (8) Govinda II, son of 7. 

(9) Dhruva Nirupama or Kalivallabha, son of 7* 

794 ( I0 ) Govinda III or Jagattunga, son of 9. 

814 (1 1) Amoghavarsha I or Nripatunga, son of 10. 

877 (12) Krishna II or Akalavarsha, son of n. 

915 (*3) Indra III, grandson of i2. 

gi8 (14} Amoghavarsha II, son of 13. 

918 (15) Govinda IV, son of 13. 

934 - (*6) Baddiga or Amoghavarsha II I* son of 12. 



A. D. 

940 (17) Krishna III, son of 16* 

971 (18) Khotika, son of 16. 

972 (19) Kakkala, Karka II or Amoghavarsha IV, 

grandsoh of 16 and nephevfr of 18, 

982 (20) Indra IV, grandson of 17, 

The Western Chalukyas of Kaly an. 

973 (1) Ahavamalla Nurmadi-Taila II. 

997 (a) Satya^raya, son of 1. 

1009 (3) Vikramaditya V, grandson of 1. 

1018 (4) Jayasirhha II, grandson of 1. 

104^) (5) Some£vara I, son of 4. 

1669 (6) Somesvara II, son of 5. 

1076 (7) Vikramaditya VI, son of 5. 

1127 (8) Somesvara III, son' of 7. 

1138 (9) Jagadekamalla II, son of 8* 

U50 (10) NurmadhTaila III, son of 8. 

1183 ( u ) Somesvata IV, son of 10. 

The Sailavamsts. 

(1) Srfvardhana i , 

(2) Prithuvardhana, son of 1. 

(3) Sauvardhana. 

(4) Unnamed, son of 3. 

(5) Jayavardhana I, son of 4. # 

(6) Srfvardhana II, son of 5. 

800 (?) (7) Jayavardhana II, son of 6. 

Pariharas of Bundelkhattd. 

1078 (1) Sukrapala'? 

■ (2) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 

(5) Natula. 

(6) Pratapasimha, son of 5. 

(7) Vigraha, son of 6. 

1220 (8) Malayavarman; son of 7. 

1247 (9) Nrivarman, brother of 8. 

(10) 

(11) 

1300 (12) Vyaghradeva. 

(13) Yuvarajasimha. 

1344 (14) Bhup^Ia or Dharasimha. 

13^6 (15) Krishnadasa, son of 14. 

1401 (16) Vikramaditya, son of 15. 

1423 (17} Bharatichanda, son of 16. 

144J (18) Gurupflasimha; son of 17; 
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rm? 

A. D. 

1470 (19) Sfiryama%, $;on 4 o| 18. 

* 49 2 ( 20 ) Bhojaraja, $op of 19 (Fouler of Uchal^ra), 
1524 {21) Kalhanasirhha alias K^iyan^simha, sob of 20, 

1561 (22] Prataparudra alias Karanp, sop of 2t. 

l S 94 ( 2 3 ) Narendra Shah, son of 22. 

1613 (24) Bharata Shah, son of 23. 

1649 (25) Prithviraja, son of 24. 

1686 (26) Fakir Shah, son of 25. 

1722 (27) Chainasirnhp, son of 26 (Founder of Nagauda). 

77^7 (28) Ahladasimha, son of 27. 

17] 2 (29) Sivar^jasiriiha, son of 28, 

1818 (30) Balabhadrasimha, son of 29. 

1831 (31) Raghavendrasimha, son of 30. 

1873 {32) Yadavendrasimha, son of 31. 

1912 (33) Narrendrasimha, son of 32. 

1923 (34) Mahendrasimha, son of 32 (Ruling chief of 

Nagauda and Uchahara). 

The Chandelas oj Jajhauti . 

831 (1) Nannuka. 

843 (2) Vakpati, son of 1 . 

860 (3) Jayasakti alias Jeja alias Jejaka alias Jejjaka, 

son of 2. 

880 (4) Vi jayasakti alias Vijaya aJiiGS Vija alias 

Vijjaka, son of 2, 

900 (5) Rahila, son of 4. 

913 (6) Harsha, son of 5. 

93° (7) Yasovarman alias Lakshavarman, son of 6 , 

954 (8) Dhahga, son of 7. 

1002 (9) Ganda, son of 8/ 

1023 (to) Vidyadhara, son of 9. 

1040 (11) Vijayapaladeva, son of 10. 

1052 (12) Devavarman, son of 11. 

1098 (13) Kirtivarman, son of ti. 

1 too (14) Sallakshanavarraan, son of 1*3. 

1 1 17 (15) Jayavarman, son of 14. 

ii20 (16) Prithvlvarman, son of 13. 

1129 (17) Madanvarman, son of 16. 

1167 (18) Paramardideva alias Parama.la^ son of 17, 

1212 (19) Trailokyavaraian, son of 18. 

1254 (20) Viravarman, son of 19. 

1288 (21) Bhojavarman, son of 20. 

1289 (22) Hamiravarman, son of 20. 

The N agavamsis of C hakrakotya. 

1023 ( 1 ) Nripatibhfishana, ( ? ). 

1060 (2) Jagadekabhushana Dharauarsha, 
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A. D. 

1097 (3) SomeSvaradeva, son of 2 . 

1 hi* (4) Kannaradeva I, son of 3. 

1218 (5) JagaaekabhQshana Narasimhadeva. 

1242 (6) Kannaradeva II { ? ). 

1342 (7) Harischandradeva. 

Note. — In io65 A. D 0 one Madhurantakadeva ruled for some time 
and was ousted by No. 3. 

The N agavamsis of Kawardha, 

(1) AhirSja. 

(2) Rajalla, son of 1. 

(3) Dharnfdhara, son of 2. 

(4) Mahirnadeva, son of 3. 

(5) Sarvavandana or Saktichandra, son of 4, 

1088 (6) Gopaladeva, son of 5. 

(7) Naladeva, son of 6. 

(8) Bhuvanapala, son of 7. 

(9) Klrtipala, son of 8. 

(10) Jayatrapala, son of 8. 

(11) Mahipala, son of 10. 

(12) Vishamapala, son of it. 

(13) Ja (nhu), son of 12, 

(14) Janapala or Vijanapala, son of 13. 

1182 (15) Yaloraja, son of 14. 

(16) Kannadadeva or Vallabhadeva, son of 15. 

(17) Lakshmavarma, son of 16. 

(18) Khadgadeva, son of 17. 

(19) Bhuvanaikamalla, son of 18. 

(20) Arjuna, bon of 19. 

(21) Bhlma, son of 20. 

(22) Bhoja, son of 21. 

(23) Laksbmana, great-great-grandson of 17. 

1349 (24} Rsmachandra, son of 23. 

(25) Arjuna, son of 24. 

The Paramaras of Malava % 

82$ (i) Krishna-Upendra. 

(2) Vairlsihha I, son of t. 

(3} Siyaka I, son of 2. 

(4) Vakpati I, son of 3. 

(5) Vairlsmba II, Vajratasvamin, son of 4. 
g$o (6) Harshadeva or Siyaka II, son of 5. 

974 (7) Vakpati II or Mufija, son of 6. 

995 (8) Sindhuraja, son of 6. 

70/0 (9) Bhoja, son of 8. 

1055 ( 10) Jayasimha. 

1080 (11) Udayaditya. 

/0(?5 (12) Lakshmadeva, son of u, 

1104 (13) Naravarman, son of 11, 

1133 (14) YaSovarman, son of 13. 
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A. ti. 

JI 5 $ ( r 5) Jayavarman I, son of 14. 

(16) Ajayavarman, son of 14, 

1160 (17) Vindhyavarman, son of 16. 

(18) Subbatavarman. 

I2II (19) Arjunavarman, son of 18. 

12x8 (20) Devapaladeva, 

(21) Jaitugideva, son of 20. 

1260 (22) Jayavarman II, son of 20. 

The Chiefs of Kakaira, 

(1) Simharaja. 

(2) Vyaghraraja* son of 1, 

( 3 ) Vopadeva, son of 2. 

1191 (4) Krishna or Karnadeva, sou of 3. 

(5) Jaitaraja, son of 4. 

(6) Somachandra, son of 5. 

1320 (7) Bhanudeva, son of 6. 

^8) Chandrasenadeva. 

Branch . 

1213 Pamparaja, son of Somarajadeva, son ef 
Vopadeva, No* 3 above. 

The Kakatiyas of Bastar* 

(1) Annamrlja, brother of Rudraprat5pa of 

Warangal. 

(2) Hamlradeva,, son of t. 

(3) Bhairava (Bhairaja) deva, son of 2. 

(4) Purushottamadeva, son of 3. 

(5) Jayasirnhadeva, son of 4. 

(6) Narasimhadeva, son of 5. 

( 7 ) JagadlSarayadeva, son of 6. 

(8) Viran^rSyanadeva, son of 7. 

(9) Virasimhadeva, son of 8. 

1703 (10) Dikpaladeva, son of 9. 

(11) Rajapaladeva, son of 10. 

(12) Dalapatideva, son of ii. 

1783 (13) Daryaodeya, son of 12, 

(14) Mahipaladeva, son of 13. 

(15) Bhupaladeva, son of 14. 

1871 (16) Bhairamadeva, son of 14. 

igo8 (17) Rudrapratapadeva, son of 16* 

(18) Rani Profulla Kumarldevi, daughter of 17. The 
present Ruling Chief. 

The Yadavas of Deogiri. 

1187 (0 Bhillama I. 

x 291 (a) Jaitugi or Jaitrapsla I, $on of i # 
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12U (3) Simghana, son of 2. 

Jaitrapala or Jaitugi It, son of 3. 

1247 (4) Krishna or Kanharadeva, son of Jaitugi II. 

1260 ( 5 ) Mahadeva, son of Jaitugi II. 

1271 (6) Ramachandra or Ramadeva, son of 4. 

1309 “( 7 ) Sankara, son of 6. 

(8) Harapala, son-in-law of 6, put to death 
in 1318 A. D. 


The parent stock or Yadavas oj Seuna-desa , 

Sz$ (1) Dridhaprahara. 

(2) Seunachandra I, son of X. 

(3) Dhadlyappa I, son of 2. 

(4) Bhillama 1 , son of 3. 

(5) Rajagi or Srlraja, son of 4. 

(6) Vadugi or Vaddaga, son of 5. 

(7) Dhadiyappa II, son of 6. 

1000 (8) Bhillama II, son of 6. 

(9) Vesugi I, son of 8. 

* X025 (10) Bhillama III, son of 9. 

(1 1) Vadugi II, son of io. 

(12) Vesugi II. 

(13) Bhillama IV. 

1069 (14; Seunachandra II or Sevanadeva. 

(15) Mallugideva, son of 14 

(16) Amaraganga, son of 15. 

(17) Karnadeva, son of 15. 

(18) Bhillama V, son of 17, afterwards first of the 

Yadavas of Deogiri. 

The Visvdmitra Gotriyas. 

(Probably a branch of Gtthila princes of Mevdid) 

(1) Vijayapala. ; 

(2) Bhuvanapala, son of 1. 

(3) Harsharaja, son of 2. 

(4) Vijayasimha, son of 3 

The Gottis of Garhd Maniala . 

1513 (1) Sangrama Sahi, 

z 53 ° l 2 ) Dalpati Sahi, son of 1. 

I 549 (3) Vira Narayana, son of 2. 

1564 (4) Chandra Sahi, son of 1. 

(5) IVladhukara Sahi, son of 4. 

(6) Prema Sahi alias Prema Narayana, son of 5. 


A. D. • , 

1667 (7) Hirde Sahi, son of 6, 

(8) Chhatar Sahi, son of 7, 

(9) Kesari Singh, son of 8. 

(10) Hari Singh, son of 7, 

(11) Narind Sahi, son of 9. 

1*731 (12) Maharaj Sahi, son of 11. 

1742 (13) Sivaraja Sahi, son of 12, 

1740 (14) Durjan Sahi, son of 13. 

1749 (15) Nizam Sahi, son of 12. 

1776 (16) Narhar Sahi ousted and reinstated after No. (17) 

and died in 1789 in prison. 

(17) Sumer Sahi, son of 15. Later on replaced by 
No. (16), 

Note.. — F or previous ancestors of this dynasty, see page 77, but tbe list 
there is mixed with apocryphal names. 

The Gonds of Deo garh, 

1384 (1) Jatba I. 

1634 (2) Kok Shah I, son of r. 

1633 (3) Jatba II, alias Kesari Singh, son of 2. 

1667 (4) Kok Singh or Kok Shah II, son of 3. 

168C (5) Baklit Buland. (Became a Muslim convert.) 

1692 (6) Dlndar, brother of 5. 

1706 (7) Chand Sultan, son of 5. 

1738 (8) Wali Shah, son of 5. 

1738 (9) Burhan Shah, son of 7. 

The Gon(is of Chanda* 

1240 (i) Bhlm Ballal Singh. 

(2) Khurja Ballal Singh, son of 1. 

(3) Hlrsingh, son of 2. 

(4) Andia Ballal Singh, son of 3. 

(5} Talwar Singh, son of 4. 

(6) Kesar Singh, son of 5. 

(7) Dinkar Singh, son of 6. 

(8) Ram Singh, son of 7. 

(9) Surja Ballal Singh or Sher Shah Ballal Shah, 

son of 8. 

1437 (10) Khandkia Ballal Shah, son of 9. 

(11) Hlr Shah, son of 10, 

(12) Bhuma or Ajba and Lokba jointly, sons of ix* 

(13) Kondia Shah or Karan Shah, son of one of 12. 

/ 372 (14) Babji Ballal Shah, son of 13. 

(1 5 ) Dhundia Ram Shah, son of 14. 

(16) Krishna Shah, son of 15. 

1647 (17) Bfr Shah, son of 16. 

1672 (18) Ram Shah, adopted son of 17. 

*735 < (* 9 ) Nilkanth Shah, son of 18. 

The Bhonsids of N dgpur, 

1743 0) Raghujil. 

,755 (a) Janoji, son of i. 



I 77 2 (3) Sabajl, son of 1. 

x 777 (4) Raghuji II, grandson of 1. 

1816 (5) Parsoji, son of 4, 

1816 (6) MudhojI or Appa Sahib, great-grandson of 1. 

l8\8 (7) Raghuji III, maternal grandson of 4. Died 

1853 A. D. 

The Bundelas of Orehhd . 

1048 (t) Hemakarna or Pahchama, Founder of the 

Bundelas . 

I of I (2) Vlrabhadra, son of 1. 
lo8y (3) Karnapala, son of 2. 

' 1112 (4) Kannara Saha, son of 3. 

*13° (5) Saunakadeva, son of 3. 

1132 (6) Naunakadeva I, son of 3. 

1169 (7) Mauhanapati, son of Virasimha, brother of 6. 

iigy (8) Abhayablmpati, brother of 7. 

121 5 (9) Arjunapala, son of 8. 

1231 (10) Sohanapala, son of 9. 

1239 (it) Sahajendra, son of xo, 

1283 (12) Naunakadeva II, son of Ramasirhha, brothel of n. 

1307 (13) Prithviraja, son of 12. 

1339 \ J 4) Ramasimha, son of 13., 

*375 ( z 5) Raichanda, son of 14. 

1394 (16) Medinimala, son of 14. 

*437 (17) Arjunadeva, son of x6. 

1468 (18) Malkhansimha, son of 17. 

1301 (19) Kudra Pratapa, son of 18. 

1331 (20) Bharatlchanda, son of 19, 

1334 (21) Madhukara Ssha, son of 19. 

1392 (22) Rama Saha, son of 21. 

1603 (23) Vlrasinghadeva, son of 21 . 

162*] (24) Jujharasingha, son of 23. Inter regnum . 
(1634-41). 

1641 (25) Pahada singha, son of 23, 

1633 (26) Sujansingha, son of 25. 

1673 (27) Indramani, son of 25. 

1675 (28) Yalavan'ta singha, son of 27. 

1684 (29) Bhagavanta singha, son of 28. 
i68g (30) Udota singha, great grandson of Haradaula, son 
of 23. 

1*736 (31) Prithvi singha, son of 30. 

175 2 (32) Savanta singha, grandson of 31. 

1763 (33) Hate singha assumed power, but were not 

> recognized and ultimately 
1768 (34) Mana singha ) removed. 

1775 (35) Bharatichanda, adopted by widow of 3a. 

*776 (36) Vikramajita, son of 35. 

1817 (37) Dharampala singha, son of 36. 
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*8 34 (38) Teja singha, son of 35. 

1841 (395 Sujana singha, cousin of 38* 

54 (4°) Hamira singha, adopted son of 37, 

18J4 {41) PratSpa singha, brother of 40. 

l 93° ( 4 3 ) Vira singha deva II, grandson of 41. The 

present ruler. 

The Bundelas of Panna. 

I 5 01 (0 RudrapratSpa, Founder of Orchha* 

(2) Udayaditya or UdaySjit, son of \ (got Mahewa 

injagir), 

(3) Premchanda, son of 2. 

(4) Bhagwanta Rai, son of 3. 

(5) Champata Rai, son of 4. 

ijoo (6) Chhatrasala, son of 5, Founder of Panna., 

1J3 2 (7) Hirde Saha, son of 6. 

J 739 (8) Subhaga singha, son of 7. 

*75 2 ( 9 ) Amana singha, son of 8. 

1758 (10) Hindupati, son of 8. 

2776 (11) Aniruddha singha, son of 10. Inter regnum 

from 1780 to 1784. 

1785 ( I2 ) Dhokala singha, son of io, 

1798 (13) Kisora singha, son of 12. 

1834 ( ! 4 > Harabansa Rai, son of 13, 

i84g (15) Nirpati singha, son of 13, 

1870 (16) Rudrapratapa singha, son of 15, 

1893 (17) Lokapala singha, son of 15. 

1897 (18) Madho singha, son of 17 [deposed), 
igoz (19) Yadavendra singha, son of Khumana singha, 
brother of 17. The present ruler. 

The Bundelas of C hander £. 

(301 (1) Rudrapratapa > founder of Or chh a. 

1334 (2) Madhukara Saha, son of 1. 

139 2 (3) Rama Saha, son of 2* 

(4) Sahgrama Saha, son of 3. 

(5) Bharata Saha, son of 4. 

1634 (6) Devi singha, son of 5. 

(7) Durga singha, son of 6. 

(8) Durjana singha, son of 7* 

(9) Mana singha, son of 8. 

1769 (10) Anuruddha singha, son of 9. 

(11) Ramachandra, son of to* 

(12) Prajapati, son of 11. 

(13) Mura Prahlada, Son of 12. 

(14) Mardana singha, son of 13, 
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PART Ilj — M usalmans. 

The Slave, or Turk Dynasty of Delhi. 

{First Musalman Dynasty of Delhi). 

A. D. 

1193 (0 Muizzudin Muhamad ibn Sam* 

1206 (2) Kutbuddin Aibak, slave of 1. 

x2io (3) Aram Shah, son of 2. 

T2io (4) Shamsuddin Altamash, slave of 2. 

1236 (5) Rukmuddin Firoz Sbah, son of 4. 

1236 (6) Razia Begum, daughter of 4. 

1240 (7) Muizzuddin Bahrain Shah, son of 4. 

1242 (8) Alauddin Masud Shah, son of 5. 

1246 (9) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah, son of 4. 

1 266 (10) Ghiasuddin Balban, father-in-law of 9, 

1286 (11) Muizuddin Kaikubad, grandson of 10. 

The Khiljis of Delhi . 

(« Second Dynasty of Delhi.) 

1290 fi) Jalaluddin Firoz Shah II. 

1296 (2) Ruknuddin Ibrahim Shah, son of 1. 

1296 (3) Alauddin Muhammad Shah I, nephew of 1. 

1316 (4) Shihabuddin Umar Shah, son of 3. 

1316 (5) Qutbuddin Mubarak Sha I, sou of 3. 

1320 (6) Nasiruddin Khusru Shah, slave of 5. 

The Tughlaqs of Delhi* 

{Third Dynasty of Delhi.) 

1320 (1) Ghiasuddin Tuglaq Shah I* 

1325 (2] Muhammad II, ibn Tughlaq, son of 1. 

r 35 x (3) Firoz Shah III, nephew of t , 

1388 (4) Tughlaq Shah II, grandson of 3. 

1389 (5) Abu B v akar Shah, grandson of 3. 

1389 (6) Muhammad^Shah III, son of 3. 

*394 (7) Sikandar Shah I, son of 6* 

1394 (8) Mahmud Shah II, son of 6. ^ 

1 395 (9) Nasrat Shah, grandson of 3. {Inter re gnumi) J 
1399 Mahmud II restored . 

1412 (xo) Daulat Khan Lodi. 

The MughaU of Delhi. 

{Seventh Dynasty of Delhi.) 

1526 (i) Babar.- 

1 530 (2) Humayun, son of 1, 

1556 (3} Akbar, son of 2. 

1605 [4) Jahangir, son of -3^ , - 





A, D. “ 

•1627 (5) Shah Jahan, son of 4, 

1658 (6) Aurangzeb, son of 5. 

1707 (7) Shah Alam I or Bahadur Shah, son of 6. 

1712 (8) Jahandar Shah, son of 7. 

1 7 1 3 (9) Farukh Siyar, nephew of 8. 

1719 (10) Rafiuddarjat, nephew of 8. 

17x9 (it) Raffuddaula, brother of 10. 

1719 (12) Muhammad Shah, nephew of 8. 

1748 (13) Ahmad Shah, son of i2 : 

1754 {14) Alamgir II, son of 8. 

1759 (15) Shah Alam II, son of 14. 

1806 (16) Akbar II, son of 14* 

1837 l 1 ?) Muhammad Bahadur Shah. 

The Faruqis of Burha?ipur . 

1370 (1) Malika Raja. 

1399 ( 2 ) Ghazni Khan, son of 1. 

1437 (3) Miran Adil Khan or Miran Shah, son of 2. 

1441 (4) Miran Mubarik Khan or Mubarik Shah Chau- 

khandi, son of 3. 

1457 ( 5 ) Miran Ghani, Adil Khan, Adil Shah Ayna or 

Ahsan Khan, son of 4. 

1503 (6) Daud Khan, son of 4, 

1510 (7) Ghazni Khan, son of 6. 

1510 (8) Adil Khan or Adil Shah Azime-Humayun, 

great-grandson of 2. 

1520 (9) Miran Muhammad Khan or Miran Muhammad 

Shah, son of 8. 

1535 (10) Miran Mubarik Shah, son of 8. 

1566 (ij) Miran Muhammad Khan, son of to. 

1576 (12) Raja Ali Khan or Adil Shah, son of to. 

1 596 (13) Khizr Khan or Bahadur Khan, son of 12. 

The Rhiljis of Malwa* 

1436 (1) Mahmud Shah I Khiiji. 

1475 (2) Ghiyas Shah Khiiji, son of j. 

(3) Nasir Shah Khiiji, son of 2. 

(4) Mahmud II, son of 3. 

1530 Malwa annexed by Bahadur Shah of Gujarat. 

1569 Malwa annexed by Akbar. 

The Bahmanis of Gulbavga , 

1347 (1) Allauddin Hasan Gangu. 

1358 (1) Muhammad Shah I, son of 1. 

X375 (3) Mujahid Shah, son of 2. 

1378 (4) Daud Shah, son of i # 



A. D. 

1378 (s) Mahmud Shah I (or Muhammad Shah II), Soft 

of 1, 

*397 (6) Ghiasuddin, son of 5. 

1397 (7) Shamsuddin, son of 5. 

1397 (8) Tazuddin Firoz Shah, son of 4. 

1422 (9) Ahmad Shah I, son of 4. 

*435 (10) Alauddin Ahmad Shah II, son of 9. 

1458 (11) Alauddin Humayun Shah, son of 10. 

1461 (12) Nizam Shah, son of 11. 

1463 (13) Muhammad Shah II (or III), son of n, 

1482 (14) Mahmud Shah II, son of 13. 

1518 (15) Ahmad Shah III, son of 14. 

1521 (16) Alauddin Shah, son of 14. 

1523 (*7) Wali Allah Shah, son of 14* 

1525 (18) Kalim Allah Shah, son of 15. 

The Imad Shahis of Berar* 

1490 (1) Fatah Uilah Imadulmulk. 

1501 (2) Alauddin Ahmad Shah, son of 1. 

1529 (3) Darya Imad Shah, son of 2. 

1561 (4) Burhan Imad Shah, son of 3. 



APPENDIX III 


PLATES SHOWING THE VARIOUS CHARACTERS 
USED IN WRITING FROM THE THIRD 
CENTURY B. C. ONWARDS FROM RECORDS 
FOUND IN THE CENTRAL PROVINCES AND 
BELONGING: TO THE VARIOUS .DYNASTIES 
WHICH RULED THE PROVINCE. 
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Plate I 

THIRD CENTURY B. C. 

{From Asoka’s Edict at Rupnath!) 


1>+lC+ah88iI ( W 

TiWCdsAtffDS 

* Khudakena hi kapi parumaminena sakiye pipuU 
pi svage drodhave . 

Even ci lowly man who exerts himself may attain 
heaven ) high though it is , 


Plate II 

FOURTH CENTURY A. D, 

( From Samudra Gupta* s inscription found 
at Eran.) 

a 5^- 

Dhanad-antaka-tuskti-kopa-tulyah Samudra 
Guptaft . 

There was Samudra Gupta equal to wealth-giving 
god when in pleasure and to that 
of death when in anger * 
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Plate III 

FIFTH CENTURY A, D. 

{From the Vtikdtaka King Pravarasena’s charter .) 



V akatakanam parama-mahesvctra-maharaja-sri - 
Pravarasenasya vachana (if). 

At the command of the most devout worshipper 
of [the god) Mahesvara ) the Maharaja of the 
Vdhatahas , the illustrious Pravarasena , 


Plate IV 

SIXTH CENTURY A. D. 


{From the Parivrajaka Maharaja Samkshobha 1 s 
charter ) 




Svavamsa-moda-k arena Maharaja sri 
Samkshobkena m 

By the Maharaja, the illustrious 3amkshobha ) 
who causes the happiness of his own race . 


2*3 

Plate V 

SEVENTH CENTURY A. D. 

( From the charter of Rajarshi-tulyakula King 
Bhimascna.) 

Guptanam samvatsara sate 200 80 2, 

In the Gupta year 282, 


Plate VI 

EIGHTH CENTURY A. D. 

* 

(From the charter of the Sarabhapura King 
Mahdsuleval) 





Mata-pitri-padanu&hydiah sri Mahasudevarajafy. 

The illustrious Mahasudevaraja , meditating 
on the feet of his parents . 



Plate VII 

EIGHTH CENTURY A. D. 

{From the charter of Saislavamst King 
Jayavardhanadeva .) 

r^TUlrqr^T: 

Sakala Vindhy-adhipatih maharaj-adhiraja 
paramesvara sri Jayavardhanadevah , 

The Lord of the whole Vindhya ) the Mahardjadhi - 
raja ) the supreme lord , the illustrious 
Jayavardhanadeva . 


Plate VIII 

NINTH CENTURY A. D. 

(j From the Somavamst King Sivagupta* s 
inscription.) 





Sivagupto mahipatihy dhanur-vvijnana-mukhyo yah 
khydto Balarjun-akhyaya . 

K mg Sivagupta] who foremost in the knowledge of 
the bow , is famous under the appellation 
of B alar juna. 
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Plate IX 

TENTH CENTURY A. D. 

[From the charter of the Rashtrakuta King 
Krishna III.) 


Nagapura N andivardhan-antargata. 
Situated in N agbur-N undivardhana. 


Plate X 

ELEVENTH CENTURY A. D. 

{From the charter of the Ndgavaniii King 

Madhuraniakadeva. 


/Vagavams-odbhava Bhogavati furavaresvara . 

Born of the Naga rau ) the lord of Bhogavati , 
the best of cities. 
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Plate XI 

TWELFTH CENTURY A. D. 

{From the inscription of the Haihayavaihsi or 
Kalachuri King Ratnesvara.) 




Alakshyate svxmad-Ratnapu ram disi sruta-ya§o 
Ratnesvaro yad-vyadhat . 

[ The gloncus Ratnapura y \ which Ratnesvara built } 
has its fame listened tv in [every) quartet , 


Plate XII 

THIRTEENTH CENTURY A. D. 

[From the- inscription of the Paramara 
King Devapaladevai) 



Na vidmo Devapdlasya devapalasya ch-amiaram . 

JVe know no difference between Devafdla and the 
guardian of the gods . 




APPENDIX IV 

A NOTE ON THE COINS FOUND IN THE CENTRAL 
PROVINCES WITH PLATES. 
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A NOTE ON THE COINS FOUND IN THE CENTRAL 
PROVINCES AND BERAR. 


Though the recovery of coins in any particular area 
does not necessarily indicate the existence of the 
suzerainty of the king, whose name they bear, in that 
locality, they serve as a handmaid to history and lead 
sometimes to important results. Hence coins of some 
historical value found in the Central Provinces are noted 
here together with their impressions in the accompanying 
two plates*. The second plate reproduces Muhammadan 
coins, while the first one those of an earlier period. 

Plate a 

It will be seen that in the first row of the plate A 
there are specimens of the earliest coinage of India known 
as Punch-marked coins, so called, because, they are 
marked with punches, which later on developed some 
symbols like those of animals, flowers, etc. To the right 
of the first rovv is a Kushan coin of king Kanishka 
represented in a standing posture. He is bearded and 
wears a helmet. In one hand he holds a spear and in the 
other an elephant-goad over an altar. This is encircled 
v\ Ith a legend in Greek script, which records his name as 
{ Shaonano Sliao Kaneshki Ko^hano * , i.e., Kanishka, the 
Koshana, king of wings. On the reverse there is a figure 
of a god with a spear in hand and a sword at the side. 

In the second row there are two coins of the western 
satraps with the head of the king on the obverse and a 
chaitya, sun and moon together with the legend on the 
reverse. 

In the third row there are Valabhi coins struck by 
king Krishnarlja, showing the head of the king on the 
ob\erse and a recumbent bull on the reverse in one and a 
trident in the other. 

In the fourth row there are two coins known as 
Gadhiya which circulated in Rajputana and Gujarat 
and which show traces j}f Sassanian origin. To the right 
is a coin known as Adivaraha with the figure of the 
Primeval Boar (an incarnation of Vishnu) and a Sassanian 
fire-altar. The Adivarahas are attributed to the powerful 
king of Kanauja, Bhojadeva, whose family had formerly 
ruled in Rajputana. 

*These plates were kindly prepared for me by Mr, M. Abdus Suboor, 
Coin Expert, Nagpur Central Museum, where the coins can be seen. 
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, in the fifth line are represented the coins of the 
Kalachuri dynasty of Dahala or Western Chedi, These are 
the coins of the real sovereigns of the Central Provinces, 
who ruled at Tripuri or Tewar, six miles from Jubbulpore. 
They bear the figure of their tutelary Goddess Lakshmi in 
a sitting posture, with a slight deviation from the Gupta 
device tn that the Goddess has four instead of two arms. 
The reverse gives the name of the king Gangeyadeva. 
Of the same type are . the coins of Mahakosaia or 
Eastern Chedi, where a branch of the Dahala family ruled. 
The coins in the plate belong to the reign of Prthvideva. 

The last line gives some South Indian Coins of 
Sadasiva Raya, Rama Raya, Karhthirava and Venkates- 
vara with legends mostly in Telugu script. 

Plate B 

The Mughal coins are found in abundance in the 
Central Provinces and Berar. Some of the coins of 
Akbar and Jahangir are given in the first three lines of 
plate B. In the last three lines coins of Pa than Sultans 
are depicted. They include those of Alauddin Muham- 
mad IT, Shahabuddin Umar and Qutbuddin Mubarak. 

Some 1,350 silver coins of the first named Sultan 
were discovered in a single treasure trove in the Bhandara 
district, about two years ago. 

Plate C 

In ibis plate is reproduced an unique coin recovered 
from the Mandh river, a tributary of the Mahanadi in the 
Bilaspur district by Pandit Lochan Prasad, Pandey of 
Bilaspur. The obverse bears the name of Sri Prasanna 
Matra surmounted by a bust, on one side of which there 
is a figure of a discus and on the other that of a conch, 
while at the bottom of the legend, there is the top portion 
of what appears to be a mace. Prasanna Matrawas the 
grandfather of Mahasudevaraja of Sarabhapura, whose 
copper charters have been found in the neighbouring 
district of Raipur, written in the box-headed variety of 
the Nagari script, in which the legend of the coin has 
been inserted. The reverse of the coin is absolutely 
blank. 



Plate A 








Plate C 


A silver coin of Prasannamatraj grandfather of King 
Sudevaraja of Sarabhpur. 


Obverse . 



Figure of 

Cakra Garuda Sankh 

or or or 

discus Laksmi conch 

Sri Prasannamatra 
(in box-headed character) 
Gada or Mace. 


Photo 4 times of the original coin , 
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A few selected opinions on the first edition of 
“Inscriptions in the Central Provinces 
and Berar” 


The Hon'ble Sir Benjamin Robertson , K.C.SJ., K.C.M-G,, 
C.l.E.j LL.D. % l>C m s. } through the 7 hi' d Secretary 1o the 
Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces and Berar . 

u I am to say that the Chief Commissioner has perused 
the book with rruch interest and to ask you to convey to 
Rai Bahadur Miralal :*dr Benjamin Robertson’s apprecia- 
tion of the valuable contribution he has made to the J better 
understanding of the early history of the Provinces.” 


C. E . A. W. Oldham , Esq,, C,S,I. } ( ret Editor , 

Indian Antiquary , Courtfidd Road, London , 

t( Though I had never had the pleasure of meeting you, 
while I was in India, I had not failed to notice the splendid 
work that you had done in connection with the Tribes and 
Castes of the C. P. as well as in the compilation of that 
excellent little work, the Descriptive Lists of Inscriptions 
in the C. P. and Berar. Not only is the arrangement 
suitable, but the contents are just what a research worker 
wants, the Appendices are most useful, and the Index is 
full and carefully prepared and you did not omit to add 
a map so very essential (and how few seem to recognize 
this ) !’* 


Dr . D. B. Spooner , B.A., Ph . D. t F.A.S.B., Director- 
General of Archaeology in India, Simla . 

“I write to thank you for that copy of your Lists of 
Inscriptions, which you so kindly presented me, and to 
congratulate you on what appears to me to be a most 
useful and valuable work .... It is aspl-mdid and most 
helpful piece of work, as it is, which I hope will lead to 
others on the same model in other Provinces. Again 
I congratulate you ” 


Dr. V . A . Smith, Lilt. D CJ.E l.c.s, {ret,), Ox/ora . 

“ Your little book on the C. P. and Berar Inscriptions 
sent me by the Chief Commissioner is very well done/’ 


2 


Professor L . D. Barnett , Litt. £)., London (in the 
journal of the Roval Asiatic Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland , 1918, 325 326. 

<f This is a notably useful and handily arranged book by 
a com petent epigraphist. Rai Bahadur Hiralal has given 
us abstracts of the contents of all the inscriptions, so far 
as is possible, together with references to the publications 
in which they have '‘been published or noticed and 
a preliminary survey of the history of the country as revealed 
by its epigraphic records .... It is interesting to find 
inthese pages so many records of primary importance, such 
as the Rupnath edict of Asoka, the Eran inscriptions of 
Samudragupta, Budhagupta, Toramana and others ; and 
still more remarkable is the appearance of a Babylonian 
seal about 4,000 years old, of the period of the first 
dynasty of Babylon, which has been discovered in Nagpur 
Museum, and which 'gives furiously to think Y\ 

Dr> F. W . Thomas , PL £>,, Professor of Sanskrit 

in the Oxford University . 

*‘Beg to offer you mv congratulations upon the comple- 
tion of this work which will be appreciated by both 
historians and epigraphists/ ; 
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